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The Preface. 


"\He Indeavonrs of Pacifs- 
cation between the Subjefts 

of the Prince of Peace, and the 
Children of the God of Peace, may 
be well taken from one who hath 
obtained mercy to be an Embaſſa- 
dour of Peace, in the Miniſtry of 
Reconciliation. Likewiſe it may 
well become any ſincere Proteſtant, 
Loyal Subjef, and true Lower of 
dear England, to ſtudy and bring 
forth whatſoever hath a tendency 
to Reconcile thoſe Parties jn whont 
both the King, and the Kingdom, 
and the Proteftant Cauſe are ſo 
highly concerncd. I am therefore 
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The Preface. . 
encouraged upon this confidence, 
That the offer of a willing mind 
in this ſervice is acceptable to 
God and good men T Peace 
here propounded 3s the Friend and 
Sifter of Truth- It offers not to 
inthrall or burden Conſciences of 
either Perſwaſton : By allowing 
ſome diverſity of Opinion, it takes 
away the difference of Parties,and 
permits the Points of Difference 
to be matters of Specnt. 1t10n but 
nor of Prattice : As to give an in- 
ſtance, Some of the Epiſcopal way 
bold, that a Biſhop differs from a 
P rehy er 1 regard of Order ; that 
he 5s ordained ad ſpeciale Mini- 
Itertuin: Others of .the ſame way 
do hold, That they differ not in 
Order but Deeree : The Presbyte- 

rians believe 1 they are the ſame in 
renard 
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The Preface. 

regard of Order, yet that a diffe- 
rence in Degree may be admitted, 

and ſo they accept of a Preſs "hy 
Biſhop... Newertheleſs, all the E- 
piſcopal Divines do judg it ordi- 
narily neceſſary, that a Presbyter be 
ordained by a Biſhop in conjunGi- 
on with Presbyters ; and none of 
thein ( as far as I underſtand) do 


judge it unlawful that Acts of 


ng np 15 and Gowern- 
ment be adminijtred by a Biſhop in 
the like compunSlidn And conſe- 
quently the perſons of theſe ſeve- 

ral Peyſwaſions need” not divide, 
__ may.eaſily be ade pne in pra- 
Clice, by the regular conſociation of 
Epiſcopacy. and Pregsbyter 'Y. The 
Peace here purſued was carneſt]y 
expeGied and promiſed in the laze 


oreat Revolution. Chriſtian Cha » 
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The Preface. 
rity, common Honeſty, yea, Neceſ- 
ſfety pleads for this Peace : They 


who now contemn it, if there be 


any ſuch, may come to know the 


want of it as well as others. Let 
thn who have gotten the advan- 
tre rejoyce with trembling : for 
who knows what he is doing,and 
where 1s the end of his wor king, 
whoſe judgments are unſcarch- 
able, and whoſe ways -are paſt 
finding out ? The moſt ſubtile 
Politician, whoſe Writings are not 
held to ena much of Religion, 
bath this Religions Obſervation, 

If we conſider the courſe of 
humane Afﬀairs, we ſhall many 
times fee chinss come to pats, 
and chances happen, for the pre- 
venting of which the heavens al- 
together would not that any or- 
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The Preface. 
der ſhould be taken. Mach. Aud 
for example he alleadgeth the great 
miſcarriages of the Roman Com- 
mon-wealth , in the War with the 
French, inſoumch that they did no- 
thing like to themſelves, nor wor- 
thy of the Roman Diſcipline, ei- 
ther for equity, or induftry,or cour- 
age, or foreſight, even until they 
were brought to the brink of utter 
ruine. Certainly if the voice of 
Peace cannot be heard in this re- 
markable time, when it calls and 
cries unto us by ſo manifold preſ- 
ſing engagements, it 1s of the Lord, 
who hath not grven an ear to hear, 
nor an heart to conſucder. T am far 
from preſuming npon the force of 
my own reaſoning in this matter 3 
# is the ſubje& it ſelf that is my 
confedence, and my heart 1s in it. 


Let. 


The Preface. 
Let the God of Heaven inſpire 
and proſper the King in His Gra- 
cious Inclinations to the work, of 
Peace , that all who fear Gods 
Name may ſee that in Him the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs 1s riſen upon 
them, with healing in his wings. 
Let the Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the Kingdow of 
England,prevail with a Proteſtant 
Enoliſh Parliament. Let all Ec- 
clefraftical perſons, being the ſer= 


wants of Chriſt by ſpecial Office, 


ceaſe from ſeeking their own 
things, and let them ſeek the 
things which are Jeſus Chriſts : 
Be it far from any of them to ſmite 
their fellow-ſervants whileſt they 
are doing their Maſters work, If 
there be any conſolationin Chriſt, 
any comfort of Love, any fellow- 

ſoip 


The Preface. 


ſhip of the Spirit, any bowels and 


mercies, let all good Chriſtians in 
their ſeveral places promote the 
Peace of Chriſts Kingdom and 
Family by all the ways of equal 
and reaſonable Condeſcention and 
Forbearance. Laſtly,Let the Can- 
did Reader accept this Labour of 
Love, and not undervalue the 
weight and worth of the Cauſe, 
for the defeis of theſe Diſcourſes. 


]. C. 


T. Q. Whether the Presbyterian 
Party ſhould in Fuſtice or Reaſon 
of State be RejeSted and Depreſ- 

ſed, or ProteSied and Incouraged. 


IT. Q. Whether the Presbyterian 
Party may be ProteCted and In- 


conraged, and the Epiſcopal not 
Deſerted nor D:ſobliged. 


II. Q. Whether the Uphbolding 
of both Parties by a juſt and equal 
Accommodation, be not in it ſelf 
more deſirable and more agreeable 
to the State of England, thar 
the abſolute Exalting of the one 
Party, and the total Subverſion of 
the otber. 


(15) 


The Intereſt of England in 
the Matter of Religion un- 
folded inthe Solution of three 


Oueſtions. 


Seion I, 


Tz Kingdoms of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, legally united 
in one King , but by violence ſub- 
jected to one Uſurped Power of diffe- 
rent Forms ſucceſſively , were for di- 
vers late years reeling to and frolike 4 
drunken man,and driven hither and thi- 
ther like a Ship in a troubled Sea. The 
ancient Fundamental Conſtitution being 
overturned , thoſe who took to them- 
ſelyes the Government , had gotten a 
plenary poſſeſſion of all the ſtrength by 
Sea and Land,dereed all Confpiracies, 
quaſhed all Inſurrections,ard by Policy, 
Induſtry, and wonderfull Succeſs, be- 

came 
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came formidable at home and abroad, 
The people ſorely bruiſed by a tedious 
civil War , were glad of ſome preſent 
eaſc,and generally defired nothing moxe 
then to lie down in reſt and peace; Like- 
wiſc the more conſiderate part of mey, 
though little ſatisfied in the preſent ſtare, 
yet fearing other extreams, were nothing 
torward to endeavour a totall change, 
but thought it moſt adviſcable to take 
'thingsas they were, and to bring them, 
if it were poſhble, ro ſome reaſonable 
temper and confiſtence, Notwithſtand- 
ing theſe adyantages , the Powers then 
in Being could never ſertlc in a fix2d ſta- 
ble poſture; and thoſe who rook the firſt 
Turn, namely, that Fragment of the ' 
Commons Houle, could by no means 
advance or get ground in any degree to- 
wards it : For beſides the general hatred 
of their Uſurpation and Selfiſh PraRi- 
ces , their Republican Form , and their 
Deſigns rouching Religion were wholly 
alienc from the diſpofition of theſe Na- 
tions. He, who put them down from 
thei: Seats, and cxalted himſelf in their 

room, 


(17) 


; room, reducing the Government to a 
* fingle Perſon and a Parliament, fer up 
* an Image of the ancient Form , unto 
> which reater number were not un- 
2? willing to bow down , not out of good 
' will cothe Perfon, . bur for th: Forms 
+ ſake, and hope of Order 3 And by his 
: able Gonduct of Aﬀairs, he became leſs 
* hated aad more feared then at the firſt, 
> not beloved : His chiefeſt Grandees 


Council and Army he made nothing 
to caſhiere , when they appeared to take 


; Check at hisProceedings,and ſo he ſeem- 
' ed rohave made a fair progreſs in the 


eſtabliſhing of his new Domiaion, But 
the truth is , thar Party and thoſe means 


© by which he obtained the Power, would 
- In nowiſe percaic him to make it ſure: 
- His Army was not like that of Ceſar, 

who had no other aim than to make their 
General Lord of the RomanWorld,and 


to ſhare in his forrunes ; But it was acted 
by working Spirits zealous of peculiar 
Notions touching things both Religious 
and Civil , utterly repugnant to the way 
of generall SatisfaRtion and National 

B Settle- 
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S<ttlem:nt. And no: onely thoſe of the 
ſtanding Army, but the whole body of . 
that irregular Party throughout the Na» 
tion did generally oppoſe the Kingſhip * 
of this Perſon , who was their head and” 
Chief, conceiving, that the beſt inſuring” 
of their Intereſt was not by way of legal 
Stability z but Sword-ſ:curity, This. 
old Leaven their chief Commander 
could not purge out, and this Veterane-. 
Party could not with ſafety be abandon- 
ed or negleed , until a larger tract of 
time might begeta better confidence be- 

' tween him and the ſober part of the peo- 
ple. But inthis unſetled poſture being 
taken off by death he leaves all ro a Suc- 
ceſſor depending rather upon the Cour- 
telie of the preſ-nt Grandees , and the!” 
peoples peaceable inclination, than any 
potent ab\iti s or intereſt of his own, 
Aftcra while, the wild ſpirit of the Ar- 
my, befor .- manacled, brake looſe, and 
inftautly diſſolved the whole trame of 
that new Model, Forthwith they run 
into 'nextricable Errours and Mazes, ' 
through unſtable agd head-long Coop: 
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ſels they do and undo , build up and pull 
down the ſamethings, and are always 
reeling upon the brink of a Precipite: 
And atlaſt to haſten an inevitable ruine, 
the Army and Party combined with it is 
divided againſt it ſelf ; the bonds of Qni- 
onare b:oken, and things brought into 


* extream diſorder by 2 pi it of Ambiti- 


() 
+») 


ſels i 


on, Giddineſs,Peryerineſs, Fury, 
Seftion IT, 

The Nition grows impatient of theſe 
confulions , and conceives juſt indigna- 
tion at the diſgrace and ſcorn caſt upon 
it by ſuch ridiculous changes and abſurd 
motions in Government, Conſiderate 
men ſaw plainly ; that the ſtate of Zn;«- 
land was grown poor and feeble, an 
muſt needs languſh more and more till ir 
hath no ſtrengch left to refit any Inya- 
der, or to ſubſiſt under irs own charge 
and burthen. T he thoughts of mea 1a 
general fix upon the exiled Royal Fami- 
ly, asalone (ſacred to Soyeraignty, and 
alone able by reaſon of its extenſive and 
grounded Intereſt to hold and manage 
ir. In this jJunRure of time the unruly 

B 2 motions 
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motions and proje&s of the prevailing 
art of theArmy received ſome check by 
a Chieftain of High Truſt, yet not of 
the Army- ſpirit. Preſently the three 


' 
, 
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Kingdoms gaze upon him, mufing 


what is the deſign , and what may be the 


ifſue of his ſingle oppoſition. Being a 


Perſon deliberatc,reſerved and reſolute g 
by ambiguous expreſſions and winding 


I 


Traverſes he amuzes all parties,and feels * 
his way ſtep by ſtep, till he finds when © 
to declare and where to fix himſelf, At © 
length a full Tide of concurring acci- *. 
dents Carries him to a cloſure with the ſo- 


berpart of the Parliamentary party, 
who from firſt to laſt intendedonlya Re- 
tormation, and due regulation of things 
in Church and State , but abhborred the 
thought of deſtroying the King, or 
changing the Fundamental Laws of the 


—_—_—_— 
We 


Kingdom, Whereupon the doors were ' 


{et open to the Re-admiſſion of the Se- 
cluded Members,which neccflarily drew 


after it the reſtoring of King, Lords and © 


Commons, according to the ancient con- 


ſtitution, Nor was it poſſible in that 
4. | | ſtate * 


(21 
Rate of things,that any other party could 
peaceably bring about this much deſired 
and long <xpected end: For the Souldi- 
ery however changed and much qualifi- 
ed were not ſo manageable asto have in- 
dured the ftirring of thoſe , who were 
then called Royal/#s, but in any ſuch ap= 
arance they were in all reaſon likely to 
ave deſerted their General, and from 
that rooted — of ſclf-preſervation 
to have taken ſuch ways and counſels, as 
might put things toa ſtand, if nor to the 
utmoſt hazard. But thoſe prudenc and 
ſober-minded Patriots being re-afl-m- 
bled after ſo long Excluſton,to puta Pe- 
riod to thoſe diſorders, did not only 
prevent the aforeſaid miſchief, but alſo 
begeta good meaſure of quietneſs and 
confidence in the minds of that party 
which conſcientiouſly adhered to them 
inthe firſt Cauſe aſſerted by both Hou- 
ſesof Parliament, in as much as theſe 
longed for nothing more, then the ſecu- 
ring of the true Retormed Proteſtine 
Religion, and their Civil Rights and Li- 
berties upon the ancieat Foundations , 
B 3 and 
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and eſteemed the legal ſettlement of thy 
Kingdom, to be that regular way where- 
in they might exp<& that God ſhould 
meer them , and bleſs them, and give 
them peace,and wherein (whatever _ 
pens) they {hould finde ſecurity and a+ 
tistaRion to their own Conſciences, 

Thus the Divine Providence having 
firſt prepared che way,brings back King 
Eharles the Second,drawn in the ſwitteſt 
Chariats, even the affeRions of his wil- 
ling people, and amidiſt their triumphant 
acclamations peaceably ſets him, upon 
the Throgie oi his Royal Progenitars., 
And there let him long fit and reign,and 
Jet his Houſe and Kingdom be <ſtabli- 
ſhed throughout all Ages, And verily 
in this great turning time it is of the 
higheſt :mportanceto inquire and ſearch 
how the King and Kingdom , who in ſa 
wonderful manner haye b:en reſtored ro 
zach other, may be put into a ſtable 
poſi: ſon of peace, happineſs, and ſecu- 
rity untoall mutual complagency and (a- 
ustacion, ES 


Wa 
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Section III, 
After a dreadful Earthquake ſhaking 
all the Powers of the Kingdom, and 
overturning the very Foundations , and 
after a new frame of things ereR-d 
ſtanding for divers years,and ſcemingly 
ſtared for perpetuity, the Regal Family 
and Government is raiſed up again, not 
by the power or policy of that party 
who fought under the Banner of his late 
Majeſty in the Wars, between Him and 
both Houſes of Parliament; But by the 
reſtleſs defire of the Nation, and the vi- 
gorous aftings of the City of London, 
with the concurrence of the Seclud-d 
Members of the Long Parliament, in 
conjunRion with that Renowned Perſon 
who thea held the power of the Sword : 
W hich ir pleaſed the King to take notice 
of according to His Piincely Conde- 
{centicn in His Gracious Specch to the 
Houſe of Peers for haſtening the ARof 
Indempaity. [ My Lord, if you do not 
joyn with Me in extingurſhing theſe fears 
w-ich keep mens hearts awake , and appre- 
benſive of ſafety and ſecurity , you keep Me 
B 4 
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from performing my promiſe, which if 1 
or 6 Tk 1 am K's that #4 
1 nor you had been now bere: I pray you let 
Hs not aeceive thoſe who brought Us,or per- 
mitted U's to come together, 


His Majeſty thus brought back to a | 


willing and free-ſpirited people by their 
own Act,bcholds his uadoubred Intereſt 
ſet forth to his hand, and made plain be- 
fore him, which is no other, then a well 
rempered and compoſed ſtate of Afﬀairs 
both Religious and Civil in all his Do- 
minions,by the aboliſhing of tormer dit- 
ferences, and the reconciling of all re- 
concileable Parties ; and eſpecially of 
thoſe grand Parties,which (if made one) 
do upon the matter carry the whole Na- 
tion, And this His Majeſties Wiſdom 
hath already obſerved in that excellent 
Proclamation againſt vitious,debauched, 
and profane pertons in theſe words[ That 
the Reconciliation and Union of hearis and 
affettions can only with Gods bleſſing make 
#15 rejoyce in each other , and keep owr Ene- 
wies from rejoycing.] And this is the ear- 
neſt exp<ation and hope of the Religi- 

OUS, 
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ous, and well afeRed to publick Tran- 
quility , That the King, our Supream 
Head and Governour, whoſe gracious 
Diſpoſition doth not ſuffer him tocleaye 
to any divided part of his Subjects , and 
to rcjeRothers that are alike Loyal, will 
25 a Common Father, prote& and che- 
riſh all thoſe that are found capable and 
worthy,and become our great Modera- 
tor by his Authority and Wiſdom, to 
leſſen differencies, and allay Animofities 
between diſſenting brethren , which al- 
ready agree inthe main Points of Religi- 
on, VVhat was it that brought home 
His Majeſty with ſuch imperuous afteRi- 
on, & impatience of delay, even in thoſe 
as well as others ,, who muſt needs know 
that an abatement of their particular in- 
tereſt would follow? \'V hat was it (I ſay) 
but a clear knowledge and foreſight , 
that all would runto rack and ruin, un- 
leſs the Publike State did ſettle ſpeedily 
upon a national bottom, which could nor 
be any other then the ancient Royal Fa- 
mily? Wheretore let our hearts reioyce 
that onr Dread Soycraign proceeds - 
bul 


(26) 
build his Deſigns, not upon the intereſt 
of any one Party, though numerous and 
powerfull, but upon the common Tran- 
quility and Security of the Nation : So 
by the bleſſing of God he will concinue 
a happy and mighty King over a happy 
and contented people, who will eſteem 
him cheir Wealth and Strength and Sca« 
bility, becauſe they know , that none 
but He under God, can make them hap- 
py; and that they can Center and Bot- 
rom on none but Him. 
Section IV, 

Among the yarious dit: agreeing Par- 
ties within this Kingdom, which ſecm to 
render it an indigeſted Maſle of pcople 
two main ones appear above the reſt, of 
{olarge an intereſt, that if by any means 
they might become no more twain, but 
one ; they would take in,and carry along 
the whole ſtream 8 ſtrength of the Na- 
tion, And theſerwo arc the Epiſcopal 
and Presbyterian Parties, each of them 
highly laying claim to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, And undoubtedly whileſt theſe 
two remain divided , the Kingdom of 
| | England | 


27) 
Fngland, 2nd 4,37 20M Religion is 
divided againſt it ſelf, This dil-union 
is removed either by the Abolition of one 
Party, or by the Coaliton of bath into 
one. The former it tuppoſed poſſible, 
cangot be accompliſhed but by violent 
aad perillous ways and mens, The lat- 
ter iS brought to paſs by Accommodati- 
on or mutual yielding, Moxeoyerthere 
isa third way imaginable , Tolgration 
indulged to the weaker fide. In which 
of theſe waics lies the rruc Tatereſt of the 
King and Kingdom is the great Caſe of 
the time, and the Subje& of this Dilſ- 
courſe, which prelumes not ro informe 


his Majeſty; but in ſubordination unto 


his declared moderation and condeſcen - 
tion , endeavours, by thewing things as 


= are ,to covince and perlwade Inte- 
xefle 


d perſons, thay the Pacification be- 
gun for this 1»ierizs may be intire and 
pe. fect and fully ſetled for perperual 
unity, The whole matte: reſts upon 
three main #nquirigs, | 


| Qu. Whithes in Fullicg a7 reaſon of 
= —- Stas 


(28) 
State the Presbyterian Party ſhould 
be Rejetted and Deprefied, or Pro. 
teffed and Incouraged, 


II Qu. Whether the Presbyterian Par- 
ty may be Protetted and Incouraged, 
and the Epiſcopal not Deſerted nor 
Diſ-obliged, 


IN Q. Whether the Upholding of bath 
Parties by a juſt and equal accommo- 
dation be not init ſelf more defer able 
and more agreeable to the State of 
England, than the abſolute Exalt- ' 
ing of the one Party, and the total 


Subverſion of the other. 


And here let none prejudge the matter 
by Peaſon of the name Presbyterian , 
which with ſome is rendred odious; but : 
let the Character hereafter given bz 
heedtully obſerved, Let none take of- 
fence at the name of Prelate or. PrelatiFF, 
which is not uſed for envy but for diſtin- | 
ionsſake. Moreover the reaſons why 


the fixſt Inquiry is propounded on the 
Prezby- 
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Presbyterians behalf,are, becauſe Epiſcs- 
p«:y now ftands on the riſing ground, 
and ſeems to. have no need of an Adyo- 
cate. Alſothe Presbyterians aim not at 
an ample , ſplendid and potent State , 
but at Libertyand Security in their low- 
er Orbez and chiefly becauſe they are 
by Come miſ-repreſented , and by many 
miſ-apprehended,and pre-condemaned 2s 
inconſiſtent with publick tranquility in 
Church or State. 
Seftion V, 
As concerning their true Character, 


* the Notation of the nawe whereby they 


are Called is both too ſhallow and too 
narrow for it, The word Presbyterian 
hath not ſufficieat depth to go ro the 


; root of the matter , nor breadth ſuffici- 


ent to comprehend this ſoit of men, 
That Form of Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment by Parochial and Claſffical Presby- 
teries, Provincial and National Afſſeme 
blies, is remote enough from their main 
Cauſe, and thoſe firm bonds that make 


; themeternally one , in reſpect whereof 
' Many that approve a regulated Epiſco- 


pacy 
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pacy will be found of their number, Fot 
there is vaſt difference between the an- 
cient Epiſcopacy,and the height of Pre- 
lacy or Hierarchy of the latter times. This 
larer only is the true oppoſite of Presby- 
tery, And ſo they my not ab%or to be 
named in ſeveral reſpects both Presbyte- 
rian and Epiſcopal, yet not Prelatical, 
Some of them commend, and I think 
moſt of them here in England allow in 
order to peace, Epiſ-opum Prefi (em non 
Principem, Wherefore as concerning 
their main and rooted p'inciples, they 
admire Md magnifie the holy Scriptures, 
and take them for the abſolute perte& 
Rule of Faith and Life , without the 
ſupplement of Eccleſiaſtical Tradition; : 
yet they deny not due reſpeR and reye- 
rence to venerable Antiquity. They af- 
fert the ſtudy and knowledge of the 
Scriptures to be the duty and priviledge 
of all Chriſtians, that according to their 
ſcyeral capacities being $kilfull in the 
word of R:ghteouſacſs they may diſcern 
between good and evill, and bcing filled 
with all goodneſs may be able to exhort 
: and 


c) 

and admoniſh one another : Yetthey ac- 
knowledge the neceſſity ot a ſtanding 
Golpcl Mniſte. y , and receive the dire- 
&ive authority of the Church not with 
implicite Faith , but the Judgement of 
diſcretion : They hold the teaching of 
the Spirit neccſlary to the ſaving knows 
ledge of Chriſt : Yet they do not hold 
that the Spirit bringeth new Revelations, 
but that he opens the eyes of the Under- 
ſtanding todiſce:n what is of old reyeal- 
ed in the written Word ; They cxalt di- 
vine Ordinances, but debaſe, humane 
Inventions in Gods WorſhipPparticu- 
larly Ceremonies properly Religious, 
and of Inſtituted My tical {igaification: 
Yet they allow the natural expreſlions of 
Reverence and Deyotion, as kneeling 
and lifting up of the hands and eyes in 
prayerzas alſo thoſe meer Circumſtances 
of Decency and Order, the omiſſion 
whereof would make the ſervice of God 
either undecent orleſs decent. As they 


worſhip God iathe ſpirit according to 
the ſimplicity of Goſpel Inſtitutioas, ſo 
they rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, having = 

confi- 


_ £963 | 
confidence ina legal Righteouſneſs , but 
defireto be found in him who is made 
unto us Righteouſneſs by gracious Im- 
putation : Yet withall they affirm con- 
ſtaatly that good works of piety towards 
God.,and of Juſtice and Charity towards 
men are neceſſary to ſalyation. Their 
Do&rine bears full conformity with that 
of the Reformed Churches held forth in 
their publick Confeſſions , and particu» 
larly with that of the Church of Engleayd 
inthe ninc and thirty Articles , only one... 
ar two es peradventure excepted” 
ſo far as My may import the —_ 
Prelacy and humane Myſticall Cergmo- 
nies. They infiſt much on the nfceffity 
of Regeneration , and therein Jay the 
groundwork for the practiſe of godlineſs; 
They preſs upon themſelyes and others 
the ſevere exerciſe not of a Popith, out- 
fide, formall, but a ſpirituall and reall 
mortification, and ſelf-denial, according 
tothe power of Chriſtianity, They arc 
ſtrict obſervers of the Lords day, and 
conſtant in Family prayer : They abſtain 
from oaths,yea petry oaths,and the irre- 
verent 


(33) 


yerent uage of Gods n1me in common 


- diſcourſe; and ina word, they are ſober; 
© juſt and circumſp-& in their whole beha- 


viour. Such is the temper and Conliitu- 
tion of this party, which ia its full Jati- 
rude lies in the middl- between thoſe that 


- affeRa Ceremoniall Worſhip, and the 


height of Hierarchical Goverament on 
the one hand , and thoſe that reje& an 


' ordained Miniſtery an4 fetied Church 


order, and regular Unity, ca the other 
hand, 
_ Seftion VI. 

Within theſe extenſive limits the Press 
byterian party contains ſeveral thouſands 
of learned, godly , orthodox Miniſters, 
bring diligent and profitable Preachers 
of the Word, and ex:mplary in their 
Converſation z among whom there are 
not a tew that excell in Polemical and 
Practical Divinity ; alſo of the judici- 
ous, ſober, ſerious part of the people, 
(in whoſe affections hs Majeſty is moſt 


- concerned) they are not the leſſer num- 


ber, By means of 2 practical Miniſte- 
ry this way like the Leavea in the Goſ- 
C pct 


: 
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pel parable EL and ſeaſoned the 
more conſiderate and teachable ſort in 
all parts of the Kingdom, and eſpeci- 
ally in the more civilized places, as Ci- 
ties and Towns. For indced ſuch as are 
of this minde and this way , do make 
Religion their buſineſs, and 1mitate the 
Bereans commended ncbleneſs, reſolving 
not totake up Religion upon truſt , but 
to ſearch the Scriptures daily whether 
thoſe things which they hear are (o, that 
they may judiciouſly embrace the truth, 
Adde hereunto that one of his Majcſties 
Kingd0ms is Presbyterian, Certainly 
ſuch a people may claim a portion in 
their- Gracious Soyeraign, and ſurely he 
doth nor, he will not in any wiſe retuſe 
them, 
Seftion VIL. 

The men of this perſwaſion are not 
lukewarm , but true Zealots - Never- 
theleſs they have no Fellowſhip with the 
ſpirit of Enthufiaſtical and Anabaptiſti- 
cal Fancy and Frenzy : They are no Fa- , 
naticks, although they begin to be by 


ſome abuſed under that name z but they 
are 


are perſonsof known learning, prudence, 
piety and gravity, in great numbers, be- 
{ides of inferiour rank a vaſte multitude 
of knowing ſerious honeſt people. None 
of all which are led blindfold by Tradi- 
tion or Implicite Faith, or dorun head- 
long into Fanatick Deluftons, but they 
give up themſelves to the ſole direRion 
and authority of the holy Scriptures, 
VVherefore impartial reaſon will con- 
clude, thatthey choſe this way, as with 
{incerity oft aff-Rion, ſo with gravity of 
Judgement; and that the things them- 
ſelves , even the more diſpurable part 
thereof (as that againſt the Hierarchy 
and Ceremonies) as ſuch as may fre- 
quently prevail with good and wiſe men, 
inas much as they appear to thoſe tha 
naycembracedthem,to have the Impreſs 
of Divine Authority, and che Character 
of Evangelical Puiity: . 
Sefion VIIL 

For the reaſons afore-going the inz 
fringement of due Lib-rty in theſe mar- 
ters would perpetuate moſt unhappy 


Controverſies in the Church from Age 
C3 5 
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to Age, Let the former times come in 
and give Evidence, As touching Cere- 
monies, the Conteſt began carly,even in 
King Edward s Reign , between Hooper 
and other Biſhops, The Conlecration 
of Hooper Elect Biſhop of Gloceſter being 
ſtayed becauſe he refuſed ro wear ce:tain 
Garments uſed by Popiſh Biſhops , he 
obtained Letters from the King, and 
from the Earl of Warwick to the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury and others , that 
ke might not be burthened with certain 
Rites and Ceremonies,and an Oath.com- 
monly uſed in the Conſecration of Bi. 
ſhops, which were offenſive to his Con- 
{ſcience- Nevertheleſs he found bur 
harſh dealing from his Fellow Biſhops, 
whereof ſome were aiterwards his Fel- 
low Martyrs, and Ridley among others, 
who afterwards thus wrote unto him, - 
when they were both Priſoners for the 
Goſpel. | However in time paſt in cer- 
tatln Circumiances and By-matters of Rc- 
ligion your wiſdem, and my ſimplicity (1 - 
grant) hath a little jarred, each of us fol- 


lowing the abundance of his own ſence and 
Judge- 


judgement; Now be aſſured, that even with 
my whole heart in the Bowels of Chriſt 1 
love you in the truth , and for the truths 
ſake which abideth in us, ] Some godly 
Martyrs in Queen Maries days diſliked 
the Ceremonies, and none of them died 
in the defence of Ceremonies, Liturgie, 
and Prelacy , in oppolition to all other 
Ecclefiaſticall Government and Order. 
It was the Proteſtant Verity which they 
witneſſed and ſealed in blood in oppott- 
tion to Popery, eſp:cially the prodigious 
opinion of Tranſubſtantiation, and the 
abomination of che Romiſh Maſs , or 
Sacrifice, In the ſame bloody dayes 
certain Engliſh Proteſtants being fled for 
refuge into Germany,and ſetled in Frank- 


ford , were divided among themſelves 


about the Service-book, even with ſcan- 
dalous breach of Charity, and in the i(- 
ſue the Congregation was ſadly broken 
and diffipated, The Goſpel recurning 
under Queen El:Jabeth, theſe differences 
were revived and held up by Diſputes, 
Writings and Addreſles to leverall Par- 
liaments , and there were great thoughts 
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of heart for theſe Diviſions, Neverthe- 
lels the differences remain uncompound- 
edg in proceſs of time ſevere Canons 
were framed, and with much rigour im- 
poſed, and fo continued: Miniſters were 
diſtinguithed into Conformiſts and Non- 
Conformiſts; and a multitude of paintull 
Preachers ſuffered deprivation for Non- 
Conformity: Be it here obſerved, that 
the perſons known by the name of Non- 
Conformiſts were not Separatiſts , but 
earneſtly oppoſed the ſeparation ot the 
Browniſts, and held Communion with 
th: Church in publick worſhip upon 
this pacifick principle , that we may not 
ſeparate trom a true Church blemiſhed 
with ſome corruptions and errors, while 
wearc not compelled to ſubſcribe to 
thoſe errors, nor in our own practice to 
ſubmit to thgſe Corruptions, How- 
be it the greateſt part of the Miniſters 
named Puritans, yieded Conformity to 
thoſe controverted Rites and Formes, 
that were by Law or Canons eftabliſhed, 
25 to. things burdenſom not deſirable, 
in their nature ſuppoſed indiffercat, but 

in 
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in their uſe many ways offenſive; and 
groaning more and more under that 
yoke of bondage (as they conceived ) 
they waited for deliverance , and were, 
in the main , of one ſoul and ſpirit with 
the Non Conformiſts: And even then 
the way called Puritaniſm did not give 
but ger ground. But now - the [e- 
nents of this way are rooted more 
then ever z and thoſe things for- 
merly impoſed, are now by many, if not 
by the moſt of this way , accounted not 
only burtheaſom, but unlawfull. And 
after a long time of ſearch and practice, 


. the mindes of men are fixed in this opini- 


on, and are not like tq be reduced tothe 
practice of former times; and therefore 
inal reaſon the impoſing of ſuch matters 
of controverſie as by ſo many are held 
unlawfull, and by thoſe that have a zeal 
for them judged indiffe:ent, not neceſſa- 
ry, cannot procure the peace of Church 
and Kingdom. 
Seftion 1X, 
That this numerous party will not 
vary from its ſelf , or vaniſh upon chan- 
C 4 ges 
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ges in Government or new Accidents, 
doth hence appear, in that ir doth got 
reſt upon any private, temporary, vari- 
able occaſion, but upon a cauſe perpe- 
tual and everlaſting: Thoſe foremen- 
tioned Principles of ſcience and praRice, 
which give it its proper B:ing, are 
of that firm and fixed nature, that new 
contingencies will not alter them, nor 
length of time wear them out, They 
are the greatthings of God, which have 
a great power over the (pirit of man 
And they are imbraced by tuch as high- 
ly prizethem , not for temporal advan- 
rages, whereot they have no appearance, 
bur for an internal exccliency diſcerned 
iathem, as beivg neceſſary to the glory 
of God and the ialvation of men, And 
conſequently to theſe men it is not ſatis- 
t:Rory, at all adventures to be of the 
State-Religion , or to believe as the 
Church believes, Neither will they be 
diſſolved or much weakned by the de- 
clining haply of ſome principall Ones, 
who being bought off by pretermenc 
may turn prevaricators ; For notwith- 
| _  ftarding 
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ſtanding ſuch a falling off, the inward 
ſpirit that aRtuates the whole body of 
them, and knits them to each other, will 
remain in full ſtrength and vigour. And 
though many others through weakneſs 
or mildneſs ſhould ſtagger and give 
ground in the points of leſſer moment 
and more controyerted , yet the root of 
the matter may remain inthem, and as 
to the main they may be ſtill where they 
were. But what are thoſe great things 
for which this ſort of men contend? 
Surely they are no other then the lively 
opening of the pure Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, the upholding of all Divine 
Inſticutions , particularly the ſtrict ob- 
ſervation of the Lords day, a laborious 
and efficacious Miniſtry taking hold of 
theConſciznce and reaching to the hearr, 
a godly Diſcipline correcting true and 
real ſcandals and diſobedience ; in a 
word, all the neceſſary and effeRual 
means of unfained faith and holy life, 
that the Kingdom of God may comein 
power. And for theſe things ſake they 
are alienated from the height of __ 
an 


A 


and the pomp of Ceremonious Wor- 
ſhip. . This was well known and provi- 
ded againſt by the ſwaying part oi the 
later Prelatiſts; For in as much as they 
could not quell the Puritans by the rigid 
injan&tion of Conformity, that they 
might give a blow at the roor, LeQures 
were {uppreſſed, afternoon Sermons on 
the Lords day prohibited unde: pretence 
of Catechizing (which was only a bare 
rehearſal of the Form of Catechiſm 
for Children, without cxplication or ap- 
plication of thoſe principles ) a Book for 
{ports and paſtimes onSundaysenjoyned 
to be read by Miniſte:s in their Pariſh 
Churches under penalty of deprivation, 
ſundry ſuperſtitious Innovations intro- 
duced, anew Book of Canons compo- 
ſed, and a new oath for upholding the 
Hierarchy inforced. Far be it from me 
ro impute theſe things to all that were in 
Judgment Epiſcopal z for I am perſwa- 
ded , agreat, if not the greater part of 
them diſallowed theſe Innovations. Ne- 
verthelefs thoſe others that were moſt 
vchement , aRive , watchtul , vigorous, 


did | 
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did not by all the Woreſaid means ad- 
vance, but rather weaken their Cauſe, 
and lefſen themſelves in the eſteem ot 
obſerving men , and the oppreſled party 
increaſed in number and vigour, It is 
therefore evident that this Intereſt , for 
which we plead, is not like a Meteor 
which after a while vaniſh-th away , bur 
is of a ſolid and firme conliſtence like a 
fixed Conſtellation 5 And the injuries 
done unto it are not of that nature, as to 
be aRed once and for all , and then to 
pals into the grave of oblivion, but they 
are laſting preflures to a perpetual regrer 
and grievance, And ſhould not theſe 
be done away, eſpecially when the occa- 
{ions thereof wil be tound not neceſlary, 
but ſuperfluous ? 
Seftion X. 

There remaineth yet fome greater 
thing which ſtrikes deep into this Enqui- 
ry, which at the firſt glance perhaps may 
ſcem a fancy , but by impartial judge- 
ment will be found a maniteſt and 
weighry 'truthz namely, that as this In. 
tereſt will never vary from its ſelf , foir 

will 
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will never be extinguiſhed , while the 
State of Enzland continues Proteſtant, 
I do not now argue from Maximes of 
Faith and Religion (as thatthe life and 
power of Chriſtianity ſhall never fail, 
that after the greateſt havock of the true 
Church, there will be a remnanr, a ſeed, 
that ſhall ſpring up to a great increaſe af- 


ter a little ſeaſon) but I have here entred | 


upon a way of reaſon, and let men of 
Reaſon judge. Suppole that the Perſons 
now in being of this ſtrict profefhion 
were generally ruined and rocted out, 
yet let but the Proteſtant Do&rine, as 
tis by Law eſtabliſhed inthe Church of 
England, be upheld and preached, and 
it will raiſe up a genuine off-ſpring of 
this people, whoſe way is noother then 
the life and power of that Doctrine, as 
itis not onely received by tradition, edu- 
cation, example, or any humane autho» 
rity, but alſo imprinted upon the ſpirit 
by a lively enzrgy and operation. And 
this I further ſay and teſtifle, let but the 


| freeuſc ofthe Holy Bible be permitted ' 
to the common people, and this genera- | 


tion 
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tion of men will foring up afreſh by the 
immortall ſced of the Word : For that 
pure, ſpirituil, and heavenly Do&rine 
preſſing internal renovation, or the new 
Birth , and the way of holy ſingularity 
and circumſpezRion , and being written 
with ſuch Authority and Majeſty, muſt 
needs beger, though not in the moſt, yer 
in many , a diſpoſition and practiſe in 
ſome ſort thereunto conformable, This 
is evident in reaſon, if it be granted, thar 
the ſacred Scriptures are apt to make 
decp and ſtrong Impreſhons upon the 
minds of men ; And whoſoever denies 
this, as he is in point of Religion Athe- 
iſtical , ſo of Underſtanding bruitiſh ? 
For even thoſe impious Politicians who 
in heart make no account of Religion, 
yet will make ſhew of giving reverence 
to it, becauſe it is alwaies ſeen to have a 
mighty influence upon men.of all ranks 
and degrees. Wherefore upon the 
orounds aforeſaid I hold it a matter of 
unqueſtionable Verity , that the way in 
ſcorn called Paritaniſm will never utter- 
ly fink unto Proteſtantiſm it (elf ſhal fail, 
| and 
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and Popery be ſer up with a bloody In- 
quilition. 
Sefion X I. 

Aad verily it there were a deſign to 
reconcile England to Rome, let all means 
be uſed totally to quaſh the Puritanes or 
Presbyterians z butit England will keep 
her ſelf pure from Romith Abominati- 
ons, let her be a kinde Mother to theſe 
her Children; For this Intereſt is one 
chief ſtrength of the true Reformed Pro- 
ceſtant Religion. Let thoſe well known 
Pcinciples that ſtrike to the heart of 
Popery be brought torth for evidence, 
to wit, the perfection of holy Scriptures, 
in oppoſition to unwritten 1 raditions; 
the Authority of Canonical Books; in 


oppoſition to the encroachments of the 
Apocrypha , the diſtin& knowledge of 
the Do&rine of Salvation according to! 


every mans capacity,in oppoſition to im- 
plicite Faith; the reaſonable ſerving of 
God according to the Word, in oppoſi- 
tionto blind devotion ; Spiritual Goſpe! 
Worſhip, in oppoſition to a pompous 
train of Ceremonies z the eficacious edi- 
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fying uſe of religious exerciſes, in oppo- 
ſition to the Popiſh pus operatum or 
work done; laſtiy, the power of godli- 
neſs,in oppoſition to ſplendid Formality, 
Whether the Prelatical or Presbyterian 
party be the more rooted and grounded 
in theſe Principles, let knowing perſons 
conſider and give judgement, It hath 
been obſerv'd,not by vulgar ones, bur by 
Statel- men in former tim:s, that the 


| Puritans ſtood between the Papiſts and 


the ſwaying part of the later Prelatiſts as 
a partition wall , which was therefore to 
be broken down ( 2s was reported) to 
make way fo: an attempred reconciliati- 
on. Intholetimes a Yenetian Agent in 
England being intimately acquainted 
with the Popcs Nunc:s here refident , 
had fathomed rhe depth of his Religious 
Negotiation touching this grand affair, 
and in his account given to the State that 
ſent him , and fince publiſhed ro the 
world, kath theſe notable obſervations; 
i That inthe Realm of England are three 
F action: the Catholicks,the Proteſtants, 
«14 ibe Puritans, Now faith he [theſe 


three 
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three Faitions in Keligion, though they all 
oppoſe one another , yer the hatred of Pro- 
te#ants againſt Puritans ts greater then 4- 
gainſt Catholicks ;, and that of Catholicks 
us greater againſt Puritans then againſt 
Proteſt ints ; and that of Puritans u great- 
er againſt Catholicks then Proteſtants ;, and 
thus both Catholicks and Proteſtants do ea- 
ſily combine together for the ruine ana roet- 
ng out of Puritans, ) What theſe Prote- 
ſtants are he thus dcclares, [they did not 
ſo engage themſelwes tothoſe particular ” 
zions (meaning of the Reformation) but 
they have ſince ſet themſelves to reform the 
abuſe of Religion by reducing themſelves 
again to the old prattiſe of their Forefa- 
thers.) The Puritans he deſcribes in 
theſe words, [that being ſeaſoned and int- 


riated with the Doftrine of Calvin, they 
judge the Engliſh Reformation imperfect, 


and ſo refuſed ſubmisſiion to that form of 
Policy, } Such is the account of this 
Stateſman, both aForreigner and a Pa- 


piſt, andnot to be ſuppoſed partial in 


favour of Puritans. Now by Prote- 
ſtants he underſtands only thoſe that ad- 
8 hered 
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+ heredtothe Engliſh Prelacy, And 


indeed that party have impropriatcd the 


name to themſelves,cxcluding the Pr es- 


byterians, who in the mean while com- 
plain of palpable injury, and give evi- 
dent proof, that they of right have as 
much Intereſt in that venerable name. 
As touching the paſſ»ges here quoted, let 
them reſt on the Relators credit, and 


' their own evidence, whatever it be, 


What our great Clergic intended, I de- 


' termine nothing , bur in equiry leave it 
_ queſtionable, How tar they actually 


advanced this way, be itcolle&ed our 
of their own Writings, and other mani- 
felt Exprefhions, 

Ic is no novelty for Papiſts to impoſe 
the name of Paritans on ſuch as retain 


- ' the old Proteſtant ſpirit of Antipathy to 
Rome, which is a good argument to 
prove, that in the party more peculiarly 


ſo called, lies the heart and ſtrength of 
ayerſneſs and enmity to the Hereſies 


* and Idolatries of the Roman Church, 


Wherefore , Thoſe Biſhops in the 
Church of England who were heartily 
D averſe 


o) 


avcrſe from Popiſh Innovations, were . 


more benigne and favorable to Puritans, 
and themſclves accounted Puritay by the 
adverſe party, and upon the ſame ac- 
count the Gentry of this Kingdom 
were foeſteemed, And let it be well 
obſcrved that the more primitive times 
of Proteſtantiſm were more leaning to 


that which Romanizing ſpirits have cal. 


led Puritaniſm. ( Pardon the frequent 
uſe of this terme, for I glory not 1n it, 
bur am conſtrained to uſc it for diſtinRi- 
cns ſake, in bringing former things to 
remembrance;) Should not King, No- 
bles, ard Commons remember their 
Darling Proteftantiſes, and not abandon 
that ſort of perſons which contribute ſo 


much to the upholding of it. Iris con» 


tclied, there have been ſome ſcandals 


given, yet more taken, Bur in this caſe * 


ter the ſaying of our bl.fled Lord be: 
minded, Not only woe to the man by 
whom the offence cometh , but woe 10 the 
world becauſe of offences, Ir will not be 
well with England while we give way t0 


paſſion and prejudices jrom offences ta» | 
Ken, - 


re - 


0 
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- ken; and ſo run from on-extream to 
another. Where is the wile Counlel- 


lour ? Can we come to no temper ? Is 
there no healing for us? Shall we ſleep 
ſecurely whileſt the Sced{men ot the En- 
vious One, the Jeſui's and other Romilli 
Ageats,fow the Tares of Divition in our 
Ficld , notonly to weaken and hinder, 


but cochoak and eat. out our common 


Faith © Yea bleſſed be God for our gra- 
Cious Soveraign, who makes it his care 
and ſtudy toallay diſtempers, and com- 
poſe differences by his juſt and gractous 


concefiions already :publiſhed concern- 


ing Ecclcltiſtical Aﬀairs, 
Seion X11, 
The Presbyterians are loaded with 


., many calumnies ; as that they are a- 


gainit the Intereſt of -Ciyi] Magiſtracy,; 


 clpectally ot..-Monarchy , that they are 


giddy, tactious; ſchiſmatical , domineer- 
ing, and 'what not. -Ler not prejudice 
bur reaſon ſway mens minds in matters 
ot ſuch importance. | 

As concerning the Latereſt of Civil 


- Magiltracy , that Presbyterians pluck 


2 trom 
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from it the power in Cauſes Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, that they ere& Imperium is Imperio, 
is a groundleſs and groſs miſtake, Take 
the declared Judgmeat of the higheſt in | 
that way according to their own words, 
F To the Political Magiftrate & allowed i 
diatattick,ordering regulating power abou 
Eccleſiaſtical Matters in a Political way, 
So that he warrantably reforms the Church, 
when corrupted in Divine Worſhip, Diſgi- 
pline , or Government. He convenes and 
convocates Synods and Councils made up of 
Eccleſiaſtical perſons,ts adviſe andconclud: 
determinatively, according 10 the Word of 
God, how the Charchis to beveformed and 
refined from corruption. and how 80 be gui» 
ded and governed , when reformed, He| 
ratifies and eſtabliſhes within his Dominions | 
the ju#t and neceſſary Decrees of the Church | 
in Synods and Councils by his Civil San © 
Hon, He judgeth and determineth defini 
fively with a conſequent political jadgemen 
or judgement of diſcretion , concerni 
things judged and determined ances 
by the Church in reference to his own at, 
He takes care politically, that even mo | 
and © 
Ly 


and Ordinances meerly and formally Eccle- 
ſiatical be duely managed by Eccleſuaſti- 
cal perſons orderly called thereunto. He hath 
4a compulſ;ve, punitive, or corrective power 


formally political in matters of w_ in 


reference 10 all forts of perſons and things 
wnder his Furiſdiftion. He may politically 
compcl the outward man of all perſons , 
Church- Officers, or others under his Domsi- 
niogs, uni external performance of their 
reſpettive Duties and Offices in matters of 
Religion, Ponting them , if either they 
neglect to as their Daty at all, or do it core 
ruptly,) Thus they yield unto the Su- 
pream Migiſtrate a ſupream political 
power inall ſpiritual matters, but they 
do not yield that he is the Founrain of 
ſpiritual power, there being a ſpiritual 
power belonging to the Church, if there 
were nd Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the 
world, They #fſert only a ſpiritual 
power oyer the Conſcience, as intrinfe- 
cally belonging to the Church, and ac- 
knowledge, that no Decree or Canon of 
the Church can be a binding Law to the 
Subjecas of dny Kingdom under rem- 
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poral penaltics , till it be ratified by the 


Legiſlative power of that Kingdome, 
And, they donotclaim for the Convo- 
cation, or any other EcclefiaſticalCon- 


vention , an Independency on Parlia- | 


ments ; if they did , ſurely the Parlia- 
m-nt of England would reſent ſuch a 
Claim, - 
Seftion XIIT, 
There gocs a voice, thatthe Presbyte- 
rians are Antimonarchical ; But are their 


P.inciples inconſiſtent with Monarchy, + 


or any impeachment to the ſame 2 Thele 
are contained in the character above- 
written; let anyof them be called into 
queſtion, and let Sentence be paſt upon 
r12m, it they be tound guilty 3 butit' no 


hm oO—T_———_— 


pirticulzr be herewith charged, the re- | 
p 9:ch muſt paſs for calumaiation, not | 


acculation, Peradventure the exact | 


Presbytery, that is, the parity of degree 
and authority in all Miniſtcrs, is that a- 
gainſt which this charge is directed : al- 
though this parity is not infiſted upon, or 


C20 


urged tothe beach of peace, neither is it | 
eilcatialto Presbytery ; yet what reaſon | 


can be rendred why this may not com- 
port with Kingly Government ? Or 
would this ſortof men hay2 no King to 
reign over them 2 Doth a Re-publique 
betcer pleaſe them 2 Did the Engliſh or 
Scottiſh Presbyters ever go about todil- 
ſolve Monarchy, and to ere& ſome other 
kind of Government? In no wiſe : for 
in the Solemn League and Covenant 
they bound themſelves to endeavour the 
preſervation oft the Kings perſon and 
Authority, and declared they had no 
intent to diminiſh his Majeſties juſt pow- 
er and greatneſs, After the violent 
change of Government, they came ſlow- 
eſt and entred lateſt into thoſe new En- 
gagements impoſed by the uſurp'd Pow- 
ers, and ſome utterly refuſed, even to the 
fo:teiture of their preterments, and the 
hazard of their livelihoods, when the N2- 
tion in general ſubmitted to the yokez1nd 
many of thoſe who thus obje againſt 
them, did intemporizing run with the 
foremoſt, Thetruthis, the generality 
of Conſcientious Pcesbyterians never 
ran with the current of thoſe times.Sor e 

D 4 more 


(56) - 
more eminent among them, Miniſters 
and others , hazarded their lives, and 
others loſt their lives in combining to 
bring our Soveraign, that now is, to the 
rightful poſſcfſion of this His Kingdom, 
And thoſe in Scotland adventured no 
more then all ro uphold him; and when 
He loſt the day, they loſt their Liberty, 
and when He fell, it was ſaid by the Ad- 
verlary, Presbytery was fallen, 1 have 
known when keeping company with the 
chief Presbyrerian Miniſters hath been 
objected by the Republican Council of 
State fora crime cauſing Impriſonment. 
Laſtly, the Presbyterians by their influ- 
enc- firſt divided, and then difipated the | 
Sei ianparty, and ſo made way for | 
his M1jeſtics Return in peace. And it * 
is acknowledged by ſome eminent on |. 
the Epiſcopal fide, rhat the ſence of the 
Covenant hath lately quickned many 
mens Conſciencesintheir Allegiance to 
the King , ſo as to bring him with David 
home in infinite joy and triumph, All 
which doſhew plainly, that they are not © 
averſe f.om Regal Government, or the | 

| | | Royal j 
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Royal Family , but they defi:e to dwell 
under the ſhadow of our dread Soye- 
raign, hoping to renive as the Corn, and 
to grow as the Vine under his gracious 
influence, Peradyencure itis (aid, they 
would enervate Monarchy, and render 
it too impotent, Surely I cannot finde 
the riſe of this Objection, unleſs from 
hence,that they were not willing to come 
under any yoke but that of the Laws of 
the Realm, - or to pay arbitrary Taxes 
leyied without conſeat of Parliamenr, I 
confe(s the.e are none thar more rev.» 
rence their Liberties,and value the native 
happineſs of the free born SubjcRs of 
England. And verily their true know- 
1:dge and ſenſe of the nature of Chri- 
ſtian Religion makes a due freedom cx- 
ceeding precious : For this Religion is 
not variable according to the will of 
man, but grounded upoa an unchange- 
able and cternall truch , and doth indiſ- 
penſibly binde every Soul high and low 
ro one divine law and rule perpetual and 
unalterable, And therefore it doth 
ſtrongly plead the expedicnce of a a 
o | cv 
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civil liberty on the behalf of its Profeſ« 
ſors; yet ſuch a liberty as will not infee- 
ble Monarchy, nor the legal power of 
the Kings of England And without 
controverfic, a King ruling a free people 
hath a power much more noble and 
more free, then he that ruleth over per- 
fe&t Vaſlals, that hath no Propricty. 
The power is more noble, becauſe ir 
hath a more noble ſubje&t of Govern- 
ment ; it is more honourable to rule men 
then beaſts, and Free men then Slaves, 
Likewiſe the power is more free : For 
whatſoever Prince hath not his power 
limited by his peoples legal freedom, he 
will be bound up ſome other way, either 
by the potency of ſubordinate Princes 
and great Lords within the Realm, or 
by a veterane Army, as the Turkiſh 
Empgerour by his Janizaries, and the 
Roman Ceſays by the Pretorian Bands 
and the Legions. Upon which account, 
to be a powerful Monarch over a free 
people, is the :reedom and glory of our 
Soveraign Lord, above all the Potentates 


on earth, 


Section 
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Section XIV. 

But Rebellion and Diſobedience is 
the loud out-cry of ſome againſt this 
party, And this werea crying fin in- 
deed, But letnot ſober minds be hur- 
ried into prejudice by ſuch exclamations 
and out-cries. It were to be wiſhed,for 
common peace and amity, thatthe late 
publick difcords were eternally forgot- 
ten. But ſecing ſome in theſe times of 
expeRed Reconciliation will not ceaſe 
to implead and condemn tize honeſt 
minded , and render them odious to the 
higher Powers, a neceffity is laid upon 


_ us to ſpeak ſomething Apologetical, at 


leaſt to mitigate the buſineſs and remove 
prejudice, The Presbyterian party in 
England never engaged under aleſs Au- 
therity than that of both Houſes of Par- 
lizament. I have read that the Parlia- 
ment of England hath ſeveral capacities, 
and among the reſt, theſe two z Firſt, 
that it repreſents the people as Subjects, 
and ſo it can do nothing but manifeſt 
their grievances, and petition for relief, 
Secondly, that by the conſtitution it hath 

part 


| 
| 
| 
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part inthe Soveraignty, and ſo ic hath 
part in the legiſlative power, and in the 
final judgment. Now when as a part of 
the Legiſlative Power reſides in t' e two 
Houies, as alſo a power to redicis grie» 
vances, and to call into queſtion 21) Mi- 
niſters of State and Juſtice, and all Sub- 
jecs of whatſoever degree in caſe of Dc- 
linquency, ir might be though thar a 
part of the ſupream power doth reſide in 
them, though they bave not the hunora- 
ry Title: And this part of the ſupream 
power is indeed cap=ble ot doing wrongy 
yet how it might be guilty ot Rebellion 
1s more difficult ro conceive, Ia this 
high and tender point it belongs not to 
me to determine, And as touching the 
much debated point of reſiſting the high- 
er powers, without paſſing any judge- 
ment in the great Caſe of England, I 
ſhall only make rehearſal of the words of 
Grotivs a man of Renown, and known 
to be neither Anti-monarchical, nor 
Aanti-prelatical, which are found in his 
Book de jare belli & pac, by himſelf de- 


dicated tothe French King, [ 57 Rex 


partem 
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partem habeas ſummi Imperii,partem alte- 
ram populus aut Senarus, Regiin pariens 
yon ſuam involantl, vi juita oppont pote- 
rit,quia eatenus imperium non habet. Quod 
locum vabere cenſeo,etiamf) dittum fit, bel- 
li peceſtatem penes Regem fore. 14d enim de 
bells externs intelligendum eft, cum alioqui 
qu:{quu imporit [wmmi pariem habeat, non 
poſiit non jus habere eam partem tuendi,] 
lib. 1. c. 4. f. 13. With reverence to 
Soveraign Majeſty I craveleave to ſpeak 
this word of truth and ſoberneſs. Ina 
knowing age flattery doth not really ex+ 
alt or ſecure the Royal Prerogativez the 
Authority of Parliaments being depre(- 
ſed and undervalued is the more (earch 
ed into and urged, S—_— the ut- 
moſt bounds and limits of Royal Prero- 
eative and Parliamentary Power the 
Law in deep wiſedom chuſcth to keep f1- 
lence, for it always ſuppoſeth union, not 
divifion between King and Parliament. 
Wherefore the overſtraining on either 
hand, let all men forbear : His Maje- 
ſties wiſedom and goodneſs, and his peo- 
ples obedience and loyalty in all ways of 
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mutual ſatistaRion will beſt ſecure His 
Prerogative and their Liberty. More- 
over as tothe point of Loyalty now jn 
queſtion , the ſubverſion of the Funda- 
mental Government of this Kingdome 
could not be effected, till choſe Mem- 
bers of Parliament that were Presbyterian 
were many of them impriſoned , others 
torcibly ſecluded by the violence of the 
Army , andthe reſt thereupon withdrew 
trom the Houſe of Commons, For 
they had voted the Kings Conceſſions, a 
ground ſufficient for the Houſes to pro= 
ceccd to ſettle the Nation, and were wil- 
ling to caſt whatſoever they contended 
for upon a legal ſecuriry. In thoſe times 
the Presbyterian Miniſters of London in 
their publick vindication thus declare 
themſelves. [We profeſs before God, An- 
gels and Men, that we verily believe that 
that which s ſomuch feared tobe now in a- 
gitation, the taking away of the life of the 
King in this preſent way of Tryal, s not 
only n0t agreeable to the Wordof God, the 
Principles of the _— Religipn \ n1t- 
wer yet ſtained with the leaſt drop of = 
bleo 
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bleod of a King) or the Fundamental Con- 
ſtitution and Government of 1his Kingdom, 
but contrary to them, as alſo tothe gath of 
Allegiance, the Proteſtation ef May 5, 
1641. 4ndihe Solemn League and Cove- 
nant; from all which, or any of which En- 

azements, we know not azy Power on earth 
able to abſolve us or ethers, ] And in con- 
clufion they warn and cxhort men to 
pray forthe King, that God would re- 
ſtrain the violence of men, that they 
may not dare to draw upon themſelves 
and the Kingdome the blood of their So- 
veraign, Let prudent men weigh things 
in the ballance of Reaſon, Is there any 
thing in the nature of Prelacy that frames 
the mind to obedience and loyalty ? or 
is there any thing in the nature of Pres- 
bytery that inclines- to rebellion and diſ- 
obedience 2 It Loyalty be the innate dif- 
pofition of Prelacy, how comes it to pals, 
that in ancient times, and for a ſerics of 
many ages, the Kings of England have 
had ſuch tedious conflits with Prelates 
in their Dominions ? If Presbyrery and 
Rebellion be connatural, how comes it 
tO 
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topaſs, that AS _ or Kingdomes 
wherc it hath been eſtabliſhed or tolera- 
red have tor any time been free from 
broylsand commotions 2 or that Presby- 
terians have never diſclaimed or abando- 
ned their lawful Prince, that they have 
never ceaſed to ſollicite and ſupplicate 
his regards and fayour, even when their 


power hath been at the higheſt, and his . 


ſunk loweſt ; yea, that they have ſuffered 
themſelves rather to be trodden under 
toor, then rocomply with men of vio- 


lence in changing the Government? | 
Let us further examine, are the perſons 


that adhere to Prelacy more conſcientious 


in duty to God and man then thoſe that | 


affc Presbytery £ Are the former only | 
ſober, juſt and godly, and the latter vi- |} 
cious, unrighreous, prophane ? Cer- *! 
tainly if it hath been the lot of the one for | 


atime to comply more with Kings then 


the other hath done, it ariſeth not from *' 


any peculiar innate diſpoſition of the 


one or the other, but ſomthing extrinſe- | 


cal and accidcnta), and what that may 
be, let prudent men make their own ob- 
ſervations, | : Se- 


v 
# 
£ 


| 
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Section X V, 

Their principles, whole cauſe is now 
pleaded, if faithfully received and kepr 
will make good men and g>0d Chriſtt- 
ans, and ther-tore cannot but make good 
ſubje&s. When men have learned to 
tear Ged, they will honour the King in- 
deed, and none are more obſervant of 
righteous Laws then they that are moſt 
a law to themſelyes,yea their pattern and 
practice will be a law to many others, 
and conſequ:nrtly a main help to civil 
Governmeat in a Ch.iftian Nation : 
W hoſoever they be that teach blind 0- 
bedience, Presbyterians teach faith and 
holineſs, as alſo obedience aRive in all 
lawtul things, and paſſive inthings un- 
lawful injoyned by the higher power. In 
the late diſtracted times the publ:ck State 
was out of frame, always ready tv fall 
aſunder , the minds of people were un- 
quiet and uaſctled z thoſe that held the 
power could never gain half that aw;ul 
regard and reverence which was given to 


y » Kings,Nobles, and men of Authoricy in 
al former times, Neverthelcls;prophane(s, 
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int-mperance, revellings, out-rages, and 
filthy lewdaeſs, were not at any time in 
the memory of the preſent age, held un- * 
der more reſtraint, Surely tome ſpecial 
reaſon may be rendred, why in ſuch want ; 
of publick Order, there ſhould not bea ' 
orcater diſorder in mens livcs 3nd man- | 
ners then at other times; whicl. I conceive ©. 
is manifeſt, to wit, that by means of 
a practical Miniſtery ' more thick ſet: 
throughout the Nation, knowledge and 
reſtraining grace did more abound, and 
the orderly walking of religiuus perſons 
did keep others more within compals, | 
and withal, ſtritneſs of life was not 0-, 
penly derided under the name of Purits | 
niſm, Thoſe places where Presbyteriary 
Miniſters had the greateſt influence, wereF 
evidently the moſt reformed and civi-F 
liz'd, for which cauſe they were ſo much} 
hated by men of looſ: principles and dil- 
ſolute lives. Whercupon w- affirm bold-! 
ly, Thatthoſe for whom we plead muſt! 
needs b2 good Subjees to a Chriſtia} 
King, and good members of a Chriſtian 
'Common-wealth, 


Seftin® 
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Section 74 ® | 
Neither are they wandring Stars, a peo- 
pl- given tochange, fir to overturn and 
pull down, but not to build up. They do 
not hang in the air, bur build upon a firm 
ground;they have ſerled principles confi- 
ſteat with the rules ot ſtable policy.Con- 
trariwiſe, Fanaticks (:ruly and not abu- 
ſively fo calleo)do build caſtles inthe air, 
and are fit inſtruments to diſturb and de» 
ſtroy and root out, but never to compole 
and plant and ſettlezfor which cauſe their * 
Kingdom could never hold long in any 
time or place of the world, Upon this 
ground Prezbytery, not ſeRarian Anar- 
chy, hath becn aſſaulted with gicateſt 
violence by the more obſerving Prela- 
ziſts 3 againſt rhis they have raiſcd their 
main batteries,this appearcd formidable, 
foritis ſtable and uaitorm , and like to 
bold it once ſetled ingood earneſt, This 
party do not run ſo taſt, but they know 
where to {top 5 they are a number of men 
ſo fixed and conſtant as none mote, and 
a Prince or State ſhall know where 
to find them. They do not (train ſo high, 
E 2 but 
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but they conſider withal what the King- 
dorns of the world will bear, and are 
willing to bring things to the capacity of 
political Goverament, They can have 


no pleaſure in commorions and alterati- | 
\ ons, for order and regular unity is their ! 
way, and therefore ſtability of Govern- 
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ment and publick tranquility is their in- 


tereſt, It is moſt unreaſonable to objecty * 


that the late wilde poſtures, extravagan- 


. Clcs and incongruities ia Government, 


were the work of Presbytery or Presbyte- 
7i4ns. The Nation had never proot of 


Presbytery , tor it was never fſetled, but | 
rather decryed and expoſed to prejudice | 
by thoſe that were in ſway, and that in Þ 


the more early times of the late Wars: 


Thetruth of this matter is cleared by a F 
p:iTage ot ourlate Soveraign in a Letter F 
to his Majeſty that now is.] Al the leſſer | 


Fattions were at firſt of ficious Servants u4 | 
Preibytery their great Maſter , till time and | 


Military Succeſs diſcovering to each their | 


particular advantages invited them to part 


| 


ſtakes , and leaving the joynt ftoek of unt- 


form Religion, pratended each to drive for 
| their 
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their party the trade of profits and prefer- 
ments, 10 the breaking and undoing not 0n- 
ly of the Church and >tate , but of Presby- 


. tery it ſelf, Thus the joynt ſtock of uni- 


form Religion was lett, and Presbytery 

neglected, before the firſt War was end- 

ed: Yea,and thoſe that ſted(aſtly adhered 

toit were maligned and reviled by the 

exorbitant paity for oppoſing their new 

models or agre:ments of the people, 
Seftiosn XVII. 

Neither can Sects or Schiſms with any 
truth or juſtice be reckoned the Off- 
ſpring of Presbytery, Conſider the 
French, Dutch, Helwetian Churches, how 
intire they keep themlelves in Orthodox 
Vanity from the Gangreen of Sects and 
Schiſms, A wide Breach was once 
made ia the Netherlands by Arminius 
and his Followers, bur after ſome ye:rs 
conflic, it was healed by the Synod of 
Dort, The Church of Scotlandis inte- 
riour to none in the unity oft DoErine 
and Church-Communion ; and their 
form of Eccleſiaſtical Policy , and me- 
thod of Diſcipline is very effcctual to 
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prevent the broaching of Errour. King 
Fames in diſcourſe with an Engliſh Bi- 
thop,is reported to have rendred this ac- 
count why ſo tew Herefies and Errours 
ot Doctrine are united and proſecuted 
to the publick diſturbance of that 
Church.[ Every Pariſh hath their Paſtor 
ever preſent wich them, and watching 
oyerthem, and he with his Elders and 
Deacons hath a weekly meeting for cen- 
ſure of manners, by which he perfectly 
knows his Flock, and everyabberation of 
them in dorine &pratiiez and leſt any 
hereſte might ſcize upon the Paſtor,they 


have thei: Presbyters, which meer roge- | 
ther once allo every week in the next | 


chtef Town or Cir ; and there they have 
their exerciſc ot propheſying,atrer which 
the M »derato: asks the judgement of all 


the Paſtors conce;ning the doctrine then F 
dzlivered,or of an; other doubttul po:nt ? 


then propounded ; andif the Presbytery | 


be divided in their opinions, the queſtion 


is, v:der an injoyned filence, put over | 


r- th ext Syn d, which is held twice 
0 7hichail che PufRtors of that 
quarter 
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quarter or province do duly reſort, ac- 
companied with their Elders, and any 
queſtion of doubt is either decided by 
that Afſembly, or with charge of ſilence 
reſerved to a national Synod which they 
hold every year once, whicher come not 
the Paſtors onely, but the King himſelf, 
or his Commiſhoners, and ſome of all 
orders and degrees, ſufficiencly authori- 
zed for determining of any controverlic 
that ſhall a: iſz among them. ] Could the 
Biſhops in former times procure a great- 
er unity in the Church of EZxgland? 
\Vheance therefore ſhould this charge a- 
riſe ? peradventure ſome Presbyterians 
have turned Sectaries. Surely it would 
be taken for a weak arguing,to (ay, That 
Prelacy is the way to Popery , becauſe 

ſome Prelutifts have turned Papiſts, 
The truth is, SeRarianiſm grew up in 
a Myltery of Iniquity and State policy, 
and it was not well diſcerned, till it be- 
caine almoſt triumphant by Military 
ſucceſſes, But after that its growth and 
ſtrength did manifeſtly 1ppear , Pcesby- 
tery began to ſtruzgle with it, and fo 
E 4 contt- 


| (72) | 
continued, until by the power of the © 
Army it was inforced to fit down, but 7 
never to comply, Whereupon the 7 
rongues and pens of Sectaries were im- | 
ployed againiſt none more then the Pres- Þ 
byter:an>, And I ſhould be glad tro F 
hear of ſuch bitter IiveRives of the Pa- & 
p1i#s againſt the Prelatiſts; not that I re- FT 
joyce in the fin of the onz, or the ſuffe- ®: 
ring of the other; but that the Prote- | 
ſtant friends of Prelacy might more in- F 
cline to their Proteſlant Presbyterian | 
Brethren. Surely the way to prevent 
th- growth of the two utmoſt exrreams, 
is, tor the two middle parties to draw up 
2nd ciole rogether, Bur however the 
world goes, the Presbyterians (hall ever 
k.cpas good a diſtance from the Secta- 
!1es or Fanaticks, as the Prelatiſts ſhall 
trom Papiſis, And veiily there is no 
greater ba- againit Fanaticiſm then the 
right Presbyterian principles; as not to 
ſever bur joyn the wtitren word and fpi- 
rit for direRion; the ſpirit and uſe of 
Ordinances for Edifications- to erect a 
ſtaedChurch-Order and Diſcip'ige; 
We to 


- 


"> © AFL. 

to allow tothe Church a direRive, and 
to cyery Chriſtian a diſcretive judg- 
ment; to infiſt only upon Divine Scri- 
pture Warrant, and ro wave humanc 
authority in matters of Religion: For 
ſuch is the temperameat of theſe Max- 
. imes, that they commend and require 

a diſtin& knowledge and illumination in 
the mind, and in the affeRions lively 
motions and ſtirrings againſt Formalicy 
and blind Devotion; and ſq do [atisfic 
the minds of thoſe, who conceive that 
in true Religion there is ſpiritnal light, 
and life and power; and alſo they ſhew 
the neceſfity of the written Word, of 
conſtant publick Ordinances, and pri- 
vate Exerciſes of Religion, and of the 
direQion and diſcipline of the Churchy 
all which do ſerve to ſettle the mind 
againſt diluſive impulſes, and wild fan- 
Cies and raptures. 

Seftion XVIII. 

Bur of all the prejudices yo ſcandals 
taken againſt this way, there is none 
greater then this, tht is repreſented as 


tyrannical and domincering , and that 
| | thoſe 


thoſe who live LP muſt like 1{achar 
crouch under the burdens, Ia the firſt 
place let usrightly underſtand the mean- 
ing of this prejudice, Is it becauſe this 
Diſcipline doth cenſure ſcandalous dif- 
orders, and enquire into the ſtate of the 
flock, as watching over their ſouls ? This 
is its high commendation inthe ſight of 
God and good men, Doth Epiſcopacy 
care for none of theſe things ? Surely a 
Biſhop is an Overſeer to exerciſethe Of- 
ficeof a Biſhop is to take the overſight 
of the Church; and thoſe that are over 
us in the Lord watch for our ſouls, as 
thoſe thar muſt give an account thereof, 
Howbeit Presbytery is not more ſevere 
in cenſuring the breach of Gods Com- 
mandments, then the Hierarchy in cen- 
ſuring the breach of their own conftitu- 
tions, Or isthe off2nce taken upon pre- 
tence that Presbyterians affeR and arro- 
gate an arbirrary power, would rule by 
faction, and exerciſe a rigout to the ſtir- 
ring up of animoſities and unquiet hu- 
mours? Since the friends of Prelacy arc 
loudeſt in this crimination, I crave leave 

{®) 
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to uſe thismild retortion. Is there no 1p- 
arance of domination in Prelacy? W as 
nothing like nato it objeR.d rothe dgni+ 
fied Clergy 9 It you lay thoſe invect.ves 
and clamours were falſe and ſcandalous, 
then let reaſon aad charity be permitted 
co make ſome Apologic tor the other dif- 
cipline which the Nation hath hitherto 
neverexperienced in any meaſure of na- 
tional uniformity and ſettlement. But 
thereare remedies at hand to prevent the 
abuſe of any Government that is of it ſelf 
lawful and laudable. Certainly the wiſe- 
dom ot the King and Parliament, with 
the advice of grave Divines, may pre- 
ſcribe ſure and certain rules of diſcipline- 
Moreover, ro cut cff all occafion, and 
prevent al} app:arance of domineering, 
all po'ttical coe c've juriſdiction in mit- 
ter of Religion, nity be withe ch (if 
need require) trom Ecc.ciaitical per- 
{ons; and : bat wer ſpir:cuz power alone 
which is. ©eriaſecti ro che offi”: , ra2y 
be left co their mnigement , whicti ts in 
the Name v7 Chrilt, 2nd by Ahoy 
from him, ro admoauh uiis untuly 3 nd 
it 


| 


76) 
it they continue obſtinate , by the ſame 
Authority to declare them unworthy of 
Church-Communion,and Chriſtian $0- 
ciety, and to require the Lords people to 
have no fellowſhip with them, that they 
may be afflicted and humbled: And be- 
cauſe ſpiritual cenſures appertaining only 
tothe Conſcience may be too little re- 
garded, whenno temporal dammage is 
annexed tothem, there may be a colla- 
teral civil power always preſent in Ec- 
cleftaſtical Meetings, to take cognizance 
of all Cauſes therein debated and ads 
j1dged, in order to temporal penalties. 

Vpon the whole matter aforegoing 
we firmly build this poſition, That the 
Presbyterian Party ought not in Fuſtice or 
Reaſon of State to be rejeited and depreſſed, 
vut ought to be protetted and encouraged. 
Nevertheleſs there being a ſceming 
complication in this buſineſs , and an 
other ample party appearing in compe- 
tition, a diffticultie remains, and the 
matter falls into a further deliberation, 
And thereapon we are fallen upon the 


{cond main Enquiry. 
th IT Qu, 
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JI Qu. Whether the Presbyterian Par 
ty may be proetted and encouraged, 
and the Epiſcopal not deſerted nor 
diſobliged, 


Sefion X IX. 
The grand Expedient in this difficulty 
' 15a well grounded Accomodation pro- 
ducing an intire and firm union. That 
the Accommodation may be true and 
ſolid, not looſe and hollow, it muſt be 
ſuch as will comtent and ſatisfic for.con- 
tinuancez and that it may be ſuch, the 
rearmsthereof muſt not be repugnaat to 
the conſcientious principles ot either 
party, Otherwiſe whatſoever it be, it 
is but a botch, and will never bold- 
Wherefore we now examine whether 
thoſe principles are ſuch as ſetthe parties 
at an irreconciteable diſtance, or elle 
make the propoſed union poſſible and 
hopetul. As touching holy Doctrine, 
they both receive the nine and thirty Ar- 
ticles of the Church of England, unleſs 
that one ſide may demurr upon one or 
wo 


(75) 
two paſſages reſpecting the Form of Ec- 
clefiaſtical Government and Ceremo- 
nies, being the matters now in queſtion, 
and remote from the foundation, And 
in very deed the Doctrine of the Engliſh 
Biſhops,in general, that lived in the elder 
times of Proteſtantiſm, as Fewe!, Pil- 
kington, Babington, and of the latter Bi- 
ſhops their Followers, as Abbot, Carleton, 
Morton, Uſhrr, Hall, Davenant, is intirely 
imbraced by the Presbyterians 3 when 
as many of the latter Pre/atiſts departed 
from it, inthe great point of Predeſti- 
nation, Redemption, Free- will, eff<ctual 
Grace, Perſevcrance, and Aſſurance of 
Salvation, and termed it Puritan Do- 
#rine, Whereupon I conclude that 
thoſe Prelati#s of this Age, who are the 
_ Off ſpring ot the old Epiſcopal 
Divines, will not divide from Presbytc- 
71ans upon the account of Doctrine z and 
that the other ſort need not divide from 
them any more then from the reſt, that 
are of the Epiſcopal Perſwafion, But 
inthe Form of Church Government the 
breach is much wider, and the R<conci- 
liation 
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liation ſeems more difficult, Indeed 
the Dominion of Prelacy, and the ex- 
a&t Presbyterian parity are oppulite Ex- 
treams, Nevertheleſs, a regulated Epiſ- 
copacy and Presbytery may be tral ſo 
far from mutual oppoſition and incon- 
ſiſtency, that they may cloſe together 
in a ſweet Harmony. The Scripture 
Biſhop and the Evangelical Paſtor is one 
and the ſame Officer. The Primitive 
Eccleſiaſtical Epiſcopacy was not repu- 
ted by the Antients adifferent Order of 
Miniſtery. The Biſhop was only a Pres- 
byterina higher degree, the Preſident 
of the Presbytery, and ruled in conſo- 
ciation with all the Presbyters. The 
better part of the Scool-men place the 
difference only in degree, not in order. 
Of the ſame judgement were the old 
Epiſcopal Divines in England, and even 
inthe laſt times Aortoy, Hil, and Uſher, 
Whereupon they held the Forreign Pra- 
teſtant Churches that had no Prelaies co 
be true Churches, and their Paſtors true 
Miniſters of Chriſt, And this is very 
remarkable inthe moſt rigid Eng of 

their 


(50) 
their times, when upon the new ereRing 
of Prelacy in Scorlana, certain Scottiſh 
Biſhops were to be conſecrated here in 
England , Bilhop Andrews moved this 
queſtion, whether they ought not firſt to 
be ordained Presbyters, as having recei- 
yed no Ordination from a Biſhop; Arch- 
Biſhop Baxcroft being there preſent, 
maintained there was no neceflity of Re- 
ordination; for where a Biſhop cannot 


be had, Ordination given by Presbyrers 


muſt be eſteemed lawful. This Soluti- 
on being applauded by the other Kſhops, 
Doctor Andrews acquiclced. On the 
other fide, an abſolute equality among 
Miniſters is not efſential to Presbytery - 
but a prudential priority according tothe 
Churches occaſions, and conſequently 
2 ſtated Preſidency may be admitted: 
For the main principle of Presbytery is 
this, That every Miniſter is truly a Pa- 
ſtor,and that paſtoral Authority includes 
both teaching and ruling;for which cauſe 
the Presbyzers may not yield up them- 
ſelves: as the Biſhops meer Curates or 


Subjeas. For that would nullifie their 
Paftoral 
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Paſtoral Office, as to one part thercot, 
which isas efſential to it as the other, in 
> regard whereof the Presbyters are in 
Scripture called Biſhops or Overſeers, 
and are charged to take the overlight of 
the Flock. But this is no way violated 
by admitting a ſtated Moderator or pre- 
{ident Biſhop, As concerning Wo. ſhip 
* or Divine Service, we. conclude that 
: thoſe who agree in the Doctrine of Faith 
cannot diſagree inthe ſubſtance of Wor- 
+ ſhip. They differ only 2bourt the Liturgy 
> and Ceremonies. And the d {{cating fide 
* oppoſe not all Liturgy , but defire thac 
; the preſent torm may bechangedor re- 
tormed. They oppolc not any circum- 
ſtance of Decency and Order, but deſire 


that myſtical Ceremonies of humane in- 


ſticution may be aboliſhed or not injoj- 
ned, 
| Section X X. 
} ThustheCoalition of theſe two Inte- 
| reſts into one appeareth poſſi»le, becaule 
| their conſcientious principles on both 
| flides have not that repugnaacy, but that 
E they may well cloſe rogether in a due 
| F tempe- 


(52) 


, RR 
temperament, and conſtitute one ſolid '\ 


Ecclefiaſtical politic. And nothing hin- 


ce.sthis conjunction, but the obſtinacy 

cither of one or both parties from a hu. © 
mour of oppoſition, or incurable cami. 
ry, or ſome carnal defigne, Among the # 
Biſhops and Epiſcopal Doctors,tome of } 
the moſt eminent have witneſſed ro tte 
world their defires of Accommodation F 
by their endeavours and propoſals that Þ 
way, The Presbyterians preferr an uni-F 
ting accommodation, though upoa yiel: | 
ding terms, beto:e diviſion with an intire® 
Toleration, The incomparable Biſhop 7 
Uſher inthe beginning of the late Trou-S 
bles propoſed his model, Intituled, Th 


Redudtion of Epiſcopacy unto the form of 
Synodical Government received inthe ans 
cient Church, as an expedient for the com 


pramiXing of the now differences , thus de-F 
claring, [That by order of the Church if 
England al! Presbyters are charged to mi-Þ 
niſter the Dottrine,Sacraments,and Diſc} 
pline of Chriſt, as the Lord hath comman' | 
ded, and as this Realm hath receivedih 


ſame, And that they might the better un- 


derftant 
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derfland what the Lerd hath commanded 
cherein, the E xbortation of St. Paul to the 
Elders of the Church of Ephelus « ap- 
pointed to be vead unto them at the time of 
their Ordination, Take heed to your 
ſclves,and ro all &bhe lock, among whom 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made you oyer- 
ſcers, to rule the Congregation of God 
which he hath purchated with his own 
blood, ] Mark wel how this pious lear- 
ned Prelate decla:es his own ſence, and 
interprets the meaning of the Church ot 
Eng/and;thatthe Holy Ghoſt hath made 
all Ordained Miniitcrs Bifxpps or Over- 
ſeers, to rute the CongreMtion of God. 
He ſaith further, {| Thoagb 7n our Church 
this kinde of Presbyterial Government hath 
been long di[- uſed, yer ſceing it ftill profeſ- 
ſeth that every Paſtor bath a right to rule 
the Church, and to miniſter the Diſcipline 
of Chriſt, as well as to diſpenſe the Doctrine 
and Sacraments: And the reſtraint of the 
exerciſe of this Right proceeds onely from 
the cuſtom now received in this Realms, wo 
man can doubt but by azother Law of the 
Land thi binderance way be well remo- 
F 2 ved. | 


| Charity,th-*we will not take it into con- 7 
fideration. Wheretore the Queſtion lies 


RS -*1 
ved,) If the Presbyterians imbrace | 
theſe or ſuch like Propoſals , whar hin- | 
ders the agreement in that great and 
moſt difficult point in difference (to wat) | 
Church-Geverument ? s 

Seftion X X 1. 3 

If both parties retuſe to meet each 7 
cther and to walk together in a middle | 
way, the weaker party muſt needs be to- F 
lerated, There is indeed a third way, by 
ſubverting the rejeRed fide; but we be- F 
lieve, that in the preſent caſcir is ſo ab- ! 
horrent to humane reaſon and Chriſtian | 


between an Accommodation anda To- 
leration,, which of theſe two ſhall be 
choſen; and why the former is more de- 
firable for both ſides then the latter , 1 
offer theſe arguments : And firſt, Mul- F 
tiformity of Religion publickly profeſ- F 
{ed doth not well comport with the ſpirit * 
cf this Nation, which 1s tree, eager, zea- | 
ous, apt to animoſities and jealouſies, } 
beſides that it hath ever had a ſtrong F 
propenſion to Unitormity, Aito,itis w- 
we 
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well known, that the dividing of Church 
communion isthe dividing of hearts,and 
that we ſhall not live like brethren, rill 
weagree towalk in on2 way, Only let 
this be well obſerved and ever remem- 
bred, that the neceſſary and injoyned 


1% rerms of this Unity be not in things ſu- 
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perfluous,but neceſſary at leaſt for edifi- 


"& cation,order and peace. Moreover, To- 


leration being not the daughter of Ami» 
ty bur of Enmity (atleaſt) in ſome de- 
Sree,ſuppoſeth the party tolerated to be 
a burden, eſpecially if conceived dange- 


-Þ rous to the way eſtabliſhed , and com- 
| monly holds no longer then meer nece(- 
fity compels; and conſequently neither 


party take themſelyes ro be fate , the one 
alwaies fearing to loſe its authority, and 
the other its liberty. And if men will 


*F lay aſide (elf-conceit and fond indu!- 
"EF gence tothewayof their own perſwaſion, 
*: they will quickly finde, that che temper 


of this Kingdom doth not well accord 
with extreams on eith:r hand, Certain- 
ly,well- minded and ſerious people were 
never better prepared for an equ?1! Ac- 
| F 3 commo- 


(86) 
commodation, They are weary of te- 
dious diflentions in Church and State, 
and have ſeca & felt the ſad conſequent 
thereof; and could they ance attain to 
{ſctled union, upon: the ſame giounds 


they would dotheir utmoſt to hold and © 
keep it inviolable, Without comrover- | 


{ie, the earneſt thoughts of ſuch a com- 
poture did expedite the peaceable retura 


of his Majeſty. The Presbyterians vigo- Þ 
rouſly acted for it z although they kaew F 
there were ſome that breathed out re | 
venge and crucley againſt chem, yer they |: 
hoped that the prevailing part would be © 


ſober , and carty it with all moderation, 
Bur they relygd chiefly upoa his Maje- 
ſtie's Wiſdom , Equity and Goodnels, 
whoſe Virtues (atreſted by faithfull wit- 
neſl:s,) proclaimed him the Soveraign 


Reconciler and Healer of our breaches. F 


And {urely they will neyer repeat of 
their honeſty and loyalty, And let them 
reſt aflured, that their moderation ſhall 
plcad tor them in the time to come. 
Seerion X X II, 
1t one party coming forward to mee: 
the! 
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their brethren make a tender of ſuch 
p:opofitions,as inal reaſon my procure 
unity and o:der inthe Church,and can- 
nor pais fu-ther without regret of Con- 
{ciencez inthis caſe, for the other party 
to g0 about to ſtrain them higher, is 
moſt unreafonable and uncharicable. Let 
them remember his Rule who is Lord 
and Head of the Church 5 Whatſoewer 
ge wonld that men ſhould do unto you, do ye 
the ſame unto them: Now ſuch propoſals 
may {uffice for peace, which will nor ſa- 
tisfie humour , and faRion, and carnal 
intereſt. Qairy and order may be obtain- 
ed by thoſe terms that do not preju- 
dice the con(cientious principles of either 
party, and are not detective in things ne- 
ceflary ; I mean, not onely to (alyation, 
but tothe Churches p:ace and edifica- 
tion z and verily to inſiſt upon ſuch 
terms alone, is the moſt Chriſtian and 
moſt rational way to a ſolid and ſure 
peace. As forthe Presbyterians, what 
they offer will ſufficiently atrain the (aid 
ends;2nd what they ſtand upon doth nor 
crols the (aid rule of Charity and Pru- 

F 4 dence, 


(85) 
dence, Their propoſals touching Pre- 
lacy, Liturgy , Ceremonies , and Cand ! 
nical Subſcription are in no wiſe repug- ' 
nant to the Churche's being or wel- 7 
being, y 
| Sefion X X III, ; 

That Prelacy, as it ſtood in England, & 
is not eſſential toa Church-Srate,we call F 
ro witneſs the far greater number of F 
Proteſtant Epiſcopal Divines, yea the 
whole current of them , till the times 
next fore-going our Civil wars, Arch- 
biſhop Bancroft , no way indulgent to | 
Presbytery , withſtood the re-ordaining | 
of thoſe Scottiſh Presbyters clect Bt- 
hops upon this reaſon, T hat they might 
not ſcem to queſtion the Miniſtry of 
the Retormed Churches, For which 
cauſe, who can forbear to cenſure the pal- 
pable abſurdity of ſome latter Prelatiſts, 
that unchurch all the forreign Reformed 
Churches, and nullific their Miniſtery 
©::d Ordinances ? They have taken upa 
mo? deftructive killing opinion, which 
(he unſpeakable adyantage of the Re- 
-1/ Church) !cts our the Vitals of the 

| Proteſtan! 
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Proteſtant Cauſe and Religion, And 
ſhall any thatare hearty Proteſtants be 
fond of ſuch Opinionilts ? Moreover, 
itis noleſs evidenttharthe Prelacy, as ir 
ſtood in England, is without the warrant 
of Divine right, and that not only in rc- 
gard of Lordly titles and exerciſe of 
temporal Dominion, but alſo in regard 
of ſole Juriſdiction and depuration of 
power, Is there any text in the Scrip- 
ture where the name and work of a Bi- 
ſhop is appropriated to a ſuperior Order 
or degree inthe Miniſtery « Do not all 
the texts of Scripture that mention the 

name and work of a Biſhop attribute 
both to all ordained Miniſters * Can 
there be a clearer evidence that a Biſhop 
and Presbyter is the ſame ſpirituall Offi 
cer? Beſides, to maintain the Divine 
right of Prelacy, it {ufficeth got to ſhew 
from Scripture any kinde of difference 
between a Biſhop and a Presbyter , un- 
lels it can be likewiſe proved that the Bi- 
ſhop is the alone 1ubje& or receptacle of 
Eccleſiaſtical Jurisdiion , that he alone 


hath ruleeand government over all che 
| Presby- 


o) 

yer all the Churchcs, leaving no power 
to the Presbyters but to executs his In- 
junRions, But there is nothing more cx« 
preſs, then that the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made all Presbyters to be Biſhops or 
Overſeers, and hath commanced them 
to rule the Church,and to exerciſe Epil- 
copacy, or to take the overfight thereof. 
And that this is the ſence of the 
Church of England is maniteſt by ap- 
pointing the exhortation of Saint Pautto 
the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, 
and the character and qualification of Bi- 
ſhops written by the ſame Apoſtle unto 
Timothy, to be read unto Presbyters at 
the time of their Ordination. Hereu 
a late famous Defender of Prelacy was 
driven to leave the beaten path of Epif- 
copal Divines, and to take a new way, 
bur to the ruine of the Cauſe maintained 
by him, He ſaith [That although the 
Title of Tigzofirrey: Elders, hath been ex- 
tended to a ſecond Order inthe Church, aud 
i now in uſe onely for them under the name 
of Presbyters , yet in the Scriptare times it 
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belonged principally,if not only, 19 Biſbaps, 
there being n9 evidence that any of that ſe- 
cond Order were then inititured, though 
ſoox after before the Writings of Ignatius, 
ſ«ch were inſtituted in all Churches, Jtcre 
it is fully granted that the Scripture 
Presbyters were Biſhops, and that the 
ſccond Q:der of meer P.cesbyters, which 
were no Biſhops, was notthen inſtituted z 
whereupon it follows, that a mecr Pres- 
byrer, who is no Biſhop, is not of divine 
inſticution, but a acer humane Crea- 
ture, if the holy Scriptures be the per- 
fect Hule ofall Divine Iaſticytionss Nei 
ther is the abaxement of Prelacy unto 
moderate Epilcopacy or Prefdency any 
departure from the praRtice of the anci- 
ent Chyrch, bur arrue reviving of the 
ſame , which was an eleRion made by 
the Presbyters of ane of their awn num- 
her to preſide amongſt them, and char 
upon go pretcace of Piyine Right, but 
tor remedy of Schilm , as Ferome wit- 
nefſeth. And with this Biſhop or Preſi- 
dent the whole Presbytery joyned inthe 
common Govergment of the Church, 
Biſhop 
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Biſhop ſhey plainly thews how eafily the 
ancient form of Goyerament may be 
revived again , and with what little ſhew 
of alteration, namely , by erecting a 
Suffragan Biſhop in every rural Deane- 
ry, into which every Diocelſs is ſubdivi- 
ded, who may every moneth aflemble 
a Synod of all the incumbent Paſtors 
within'the PrecinR,and according to the 
major part of yoices, conclude all mat- 
ters that ſhould be brought into debate 
beforethem, yet with a liberty to ap- 
peal (it need require) to the Dioceſan, 
Provincial, National Synods, That the 
number of Biſhops ſhould be very much 
augmented doth evidently appear to all 
that know and conſider the weight of 
Epiſcopal Superintendency ; and the 
learned Biſhop now mentioned gives a 
hint, chat their number might be very 
well conformed to the number of rural 
Deaneries, Surely ſo many hundred 
populous Pariſhes now under the Go- 
vernment of one Biſhop might be well 
divided into many Diocefſes ample e- 


nough. And ſuch a courſe would make 
not 
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not only for the edifying of the Church 
by the more effecual inſpeRion of many 
Biſhops for one, bur alſo for the adyance- 
mentof Learning by the multiplication 
of preferments. Wherefore nothing of 
the Churches being or well-being , no- 
thing of Divine Inſtitution or primitive 
praciſe doth withſtand the reduRion of 
Prelacy to moderate Epiſcopacy, or the 
ancient Synodical government,to which 
che Presbyterians may conform without 
repugnancy to their principles, 
Section XXIV. 

The point of Ceremonies comes next 
under debate, And for as much zs it 
concerns Divine Worſhip, it is of high 
importance, and a tender point of Con- 
ſcience, And herein weafhtim , that the 
Presbyterian conceſſions are no way de- 
teRive, but ſufficienc and ample unto all 
regular deyotion in divine Service, All 
natural expreffions of devotion , or na- 
tural external worſhip they readily ac- 
knowledge, as kneeling and litting up 
of the hands and eyes in prayer,and ſuch 
likez which ate called natural , becauſe 
nature 


C 
nature it ſelf nel all Nations to uſc 
them without any divine or humane In- 
ſticution, and a rational man by the meer 
lighr of naure is direted to them, yet 
not without ſome government of coun- 
ſel and diſcretion : For in thefe things 
nature is in part determined and limited 
by the cuſtome of ſeveral Ages and 
Countries, and by the difference of ſe- 
veral Cafes, In the a& of adoration 
the proſtration of the body is uſed ac- 
cording to nature in ſome ages, places, 
and occaſions, and not in others. In 
ancient times the wearing of fackcloth 
and aſhes, and renting of clothes, were 
fitexprefions of humiliation, and that 
according to nature; yetthe ſame ſuits 
not with our times: For herein nature is 
ſbject untoſome variety z and now a- 
days the wearing of the meaneſt apparel 
were ſutable in aday of Humiliation, 
becauſe it 1s now a convenient natural 
expreſſion of ſelf-abaſemenr, and a kind 
of abſtinence. Likewiſe kneeling is 2 
natural prayer-poſture, but where it can- 
not be uſed conveniently, ſtanding is na- 
turally 
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tur:ily agreeable nevertheleſs neither 
the vne northe other is neceſſary,where 
iof1cu:Ly or other neceſhity makes it in- 
convenicat Moreover they do not ſcruple 
the nicer circumſtances of order, as time, 
place, and method, without which hu- 
mane a&10ns cannot be performed. They 
allow and commend all marters of de- 
cency , as decent Churches or meeting 
places, and furniture, asa PulpitCloth, 
Communion Cup, and agrave habit for 
a Miniſter, and in holy duries a grave po- 
ſture of body & compoſed countenance, 
and the wearing of the beſt apparel upon 
ſolemn ſacred times;all which are recom- 
mended in the general Rule, Let all things 
be done decently and in order : Which Rule 
properly is of the Law of nature, and 
would oblige Chriſtians, though it had 
not been written inthe holy Scripture, 
[In the things before mentioned we per- 
ceivea good accord ; but here lies the 
dift-rence, 
The Presbyterians ſtick at Ceremonies 
properly ſacred, and fignificant by hu- 
mane inſtitution, which they conceive ws 
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be more than meer circumſtances, even 
parts of Worſhip, and whatſoever inſti- 
ruted Worſhip is not ordained of God 
they hold unlawful. To the making up 
of the Ceremonies now inqueſtion.they 
obſerve theſe things z Humane Inſti- 
tution, myſticaland inſtituted, not na» 
tural fignification, and appropriation to 
divine Worſhip. And it alters not the 
caſe, that they are by nature apt to fig- 
nike (for ſoare all Sacraments) if they 
do not actually fignifie without inſtitu- 
tion. That ſuch Ceremonies are parts of 
divine Worſhip, they prove from the 
nature of Worſhip in general, which 
requires no more, then that it hath the 
honour of God for its dire& and imme- 
diate end; itis ſomething not reduRive=« 
Iy, burtdireRly ſacred and religious, and 
an immediate expreſſion of our obſcr- 
vance of God, and obligation to him, 
And ſuch is the nature of the con- 
troverted Ceremonies, much differing 
from matters of order and decen- 
cy ; which properly and immedi- 
ately reipe& men that uſe them, as the 
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Church or Tempic is immediately 2n 
directly tor the aflembiing oi people, a 
Cummunion Cup tor driaking, 2 Table 
cloth tor covering, Decency 1» no part 
of Worſhip, but a circum{tance tnercof 
not proper to it,but common, with gray? 
Civil ations; and doth no more become 
facred, when applyed to (acred ufes,than 
a ſacred thing (as prayer) becomes civil, 
when applyed to civil uſes, Time cont1- 
dered as a meer Circumſtance of a facred 
ation, belongs to it not preciſely as {a- 


- Cred, but as an ation, b:cauſe without 


time no ation can b: pertormed, And 
being a meer Circum({t.ace, i. nz-ds not 
be determined of God, bur is leit io hu- 
mane prudence according to occalion, 
wherhe: for private or publick \ + orihiq 5 
which is the caſe ot t:me tor private de- 
votion , and dayes of publick Humiiiz- 
tion and Thankſgiving. But th. y taat 
{cruple our myſtical {ignificant Cerc- 
monies, conceive that they arc prop: riy 
and mcerly ſacred, 25 navinig che honour 
of God for their dirccr and immediate 
end, Thatthe Surplice is not for gravi- 

C5 ty, 
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tz, nor meerly for decent diſtinQion,but 
a religious myſtical habit, the charaQer 
or badge of a ſacred Office, or Service ' 
conformable to the linen Ephod under | 
the Law, The figning with the ſigne of 
the Croſs (they conceive) is more evi- | 
dently ſacred than the former. As Ba- 
ptiſm conſecrates the Child, ſo doth the 
Croſs. It is uſed asa ſealing fign of our 
Obligation co Chriſt, as the words uſed 
in the application thereof do manifeſt; 
and the book of Canons doth declare 
expreſly, which ſaith.[ That is is an honos- 
rable badge, whereby the Infant is dedicated 
to the ſervice of him that died on the Croſs, 
as by the words uſed in the Book of Common 
Prayer it may appear ] And therefore itis 
m that :c|pe& Sacramental. Beſides, 
if it we e not a ſealing fign, bur only 
for myſtical teaching, it bath che ſame' F 
nature with divers LeviticalCercmonies, 
which were not typical, bur dorinal, | 
teaching ſome Moral Duty. A holy day, 
or time properly ſacred, whether by di- 
vine inſtitution, as the Lords day, or hu- 
mane, as other ſacred Feftivals, 15 not 
mecec 
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meer circumſtance, bur a part of Wor- 
ſhip: Forit is not only belonging to 2a 
ſacred ation, as an action, but preciſely 
as a ſacred action on that day to be per- 
formed yea, itis of it ſelf ſacred, and 
is not only ſanRificd by che Service, but 
alſo ſanRtifiech che Service. The truth 
is, ſacied Ceremonies may in ſome re- 
ſpect be called circumſtances, as being 
infcriour things {ubſervicat tro Moral 
Worſhip, which is the main; yet they 
arcallo parts of Worſhip in general, tor 
Worſhip is cither Moral or Ceremonial z 
and that Ceremonial \V orſhip which is 
commanded of God is lawful and good 
buc that which is noc command:d by him 
is ncither good nor lawful, nevercheleſs 
itis Worſhip, On this manner the Non» 
Conformifts and Presbyteriaus have de- 
bated this Controverfic, and argue fur- 
ther, That humane diſcretion is the rule 
of Order aad Method ; Nature and civil 
Cuſtom is the rule of Decency , but 
only Scripture is the rule of inſticured 
Worſhip, wherein both addition and di- 
minution is alike forbidden, It the 
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Encl'fi Ceremonies be watrantably 
uied, what hinders the uſe of divcrs F 
other Ceremonies uſed in the Roman * 
Chutch 2 Is it ſaid their multitude will 7 
become burthenſom and inconvenient ? *' 
But whocan determine the convenicnt 
number ? And however, an exchange of 
one Ceremony for another were not un- 
lawful, _ For what reaſon may not ſome 
other Romiſh Rites in Baptiſm b- uſcd as 
well as the Crols,ſecing they are nothing 
leſs ſ1:nificant or inoffenſive, nay perad- 
venture much more inoff:nfive , be- 
cauſe the Papiſts by giving divine VV or- 
ſhiptothe Croſs have abuſed irto groſs 
Icolatry, Ve take this to be ſound 
ſpcech or diſcourſe, that cannot be gain» 
faid. And ſurely thoſe of temperate ſpi- 
rits, thatare otherwiſe minded , might 
well conceive that it hath ſuch probable 
appearance, as might poſſibly rake with 
learned and pious men, Aad ſeeing the 
one S'de allow and commend ll natural 
external V\ orthip,and all matters of De- 
cer.cy and Order, and deſire to be ſpared 
in myſiical Cercmomies ot humane inſti- 
tution, 
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tution, the other Side ſhould not in rea- 
ſon or charity infi.t on the (aid Ceremo- 
nies,as the terms of Church communion 
and priviledges, and ot Chriſtian unity 
and amity. 

Section X XV, 

As concerning tie Liturgy, the Pref- 
byterians do not gain-lay the lawtulneſs 
of a ſt:nted form of Prayer; in 25 much 
as the obſerving cither ot a Form or 8. 
Directory is not of the ſubſtance of 
prayer, but an accident or circumltance 
belonging toit, and lett ro humane de- 
termination, Ir is further granted by 
them, that in ſome parts of publick 
worſhipa form is or.linariily acceſlury 
as in the Sacrameatal actions, in the act 
of Baptizing, and ot conſecrating and 
delivering the Lords Supper. And here- 
in will b: no diſ- harmony, becaule they 
are Scripture forms, Likewiſe in ſuci 
parts of Divine Service where it is not 
neceſlary,they can ſubmit unto it for the 
Churches peace: Nzverthcleſs they are 
not ſatisfi:d in the preſent Litu gy, bur 
defire it may be laid altie, or much re. 
G 3 tormed 
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formed. And what ſolid reaſon with- 
ſtands the equity of this defire * Mode- 
rate Prelatiſts have acknowledged con- 
{iierable imp-rfeRions in the Book of 
Common- Prayer , and Biſhop Uſher 
harh collected ſundry particulars in his 
direction Concerning the ſame preſented 
to the Houie of Commons upon their 
requeſt, Ler ſober judgments conſider, 
whether this or that form of prayer be 
of the ſubſtance of that ſacred exerciſe, 
or only its outward fhope and dreſs, It 
ir were of the ſubſtance of Religious 
Worſhip, it would require Divine Inſti: 


cution ro make it Jawful, as do other | 


parts of inſtirured Worſhip. If it be only 
an outward ſhape and dreſs left to tn- 
mane prudence, it is variable according 
rothe difference of times, Wohoſoever 
obſerves impartially ſhall find that Po- 
lincal Prudence was joyned with Chri- 
ſtian Picty in compoſing the Engliſh 
Service Buoxk, Inthe beginning 6t Re- 
formation the wiſdom of the State ſo 
ordered, that ſo g:eata change might be 
made with as little noiſe as was JO 
i E's an 
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and with regard to what the Nation 
would beag Accordingly when a Re- 
bellion was raiſed in Coruwal, and De- 
vonſhire, about the change of Religion, 
King Edward to appeaſe the matter told 
the people, Thar it was no other then 
the old Scrvice inthe Engliſh Tongue, 
Likewiſe when this form was revived 
by Queen FliFabeth, one might cor j:- 
ure, that care was taken, that no paſ- 
ſage offenſive, even tothe Papiſts, mighr 
remainthercin 3 for we find an alterati- 
on in the Letany very materia], Where- 
as King Edwards books ranthus, [ From 
all ſeaition and privy ce»ſpiracy, from the 
tyranny of the Biſhop of Rome, and all his 
deteſtable enormities , from all falſe Dt- 
rine and Her:ſ;:,) Theſe words [| From 
the tyranny of the Biſhop of Rome, and all 
his deteſtable enormities] were lett out in 
Queen EliFabeths time, and ever lince. 
Whereupon the Papiſts throughout this 
Kingdom reſorted to our Divine Ser- 
vice tor the firſt ren years of that Queens 
Reign, And this came to paſs alto by 
the Popes connivance, who was nor 

G4 then 


(104) 
then in deſpaire of reducing England by 
fair means, Bur fithence Aup:ſts have 
been Recuſants, Wherefore it torms be 
variable, according tothe difference of 
tines, and the preſent Liturgy was com- 
piled with reſpect rothe peace of former 
rim:s, and the reconciling of Papiſts to 
Proteitants, but is now become by 
chauge of times, an occaſion of dividing 
Protcitants trom each other , withour 
hope of r gaining Papilts: Can Reli- 
2:00 or Reaſon plead tor the rigo:ous 
impoling of it (cipecially without very 
much emendation) upon godly peacea- 
ble Miniſters and people rat da:c not 
uſc it throughout ? Doth the Lite and 
Soul of Religion lye in the Common- 
Piay.r? Isit as ancient as Chriſtianity, 
yca, or of cquzl extent with the Prote- 
ſtaut Retormation ? Whence is it then 
thar maniy will have no communion 
with thoſe that do not uſe jt , or would 
caſt our of the Cl.urch thoſe that cannor 
ui: i throughout, who nevertheleſs in 
a'l acccllary. parts of worſhip are con» 
to:mable to P:oteftang Doctrine and 
practice 
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practice ? Isthar efficacy or excellency 
in it, thatthe laying it aſide would much 
impair and weaken Religion, and darken 
its glory + Let it be then examined, 
whether it hath made the comers there- 
unto more pertect then others, more 
knowing in Religion , more pious and 
blameleſs in their converſation then 
thoſe that frequent it not. Let experi- 
ence come forth and wirne(s ; which (f 
conſtant and univerſal) is the beſt proof 
of the efficacy cr imbec.llity of any in- 
ſtitution. Suppole a Licurgy were ira- 
med of Cont-fhons , Petitions, and 
Thank(givings , wholly colletted out of 
Sacred Scripture , both tor matter and 
expreſſions, would i be interiour to that 
which is now in queſtion © Doubtleſs 
ſuch a tor.» would be a happy expeaicnt 
to put an end to this controveriic, 
Secluin XX \l. 

Canonical tubſcription lately impoſed 
is2yoke of bondige, to be corltiered 
by all thoſe that have a true regaid ro 
ſuch liberry in Rel:gion , 25 e£quiry and 
nxceflity pleads tor. Blcfled be one 
who 
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who hath put it into the Kings heart to 
extend compaſſion to a multitude of his 
faithful Subje&ts, and to remove this 
yoke; let not this or the like be laid on 
theirnecks any more. The Canon re- 
quires a ſubſcribing to the thirty nine 
Articles, tothe Common: Prayer Book, 
tothe book of ordering Biſhops, Prieſts 
and Deacons; that all theſe contain in 
them nothing contrary to the Word of 
God. This-is unreaſonable,unprofitable, 
and unneceſſ:ry. Ir is unreaſonable z for 
were it juſt and reaſonable, ic muſt ſup- 
poſe not only perfe& verity throughout 
the whole, without any mixture of er- 
ror 3 bntalio either a ſpirit of infallibi- 
lity in the compoſers of thoſe books, or 
the lik? meaſure of judgment aud per- 
ſwaſton in all Orthodox and pious Mini- 
ſters, concerning all particulars in ſo 
large a volume, writtcn by men ſubject to 
error, That there 15 not perfe& Verity 
without mixrure, or grounded ſuſpition 
of error, there is real evidence, To aſ- 
ſert a ſpirit of infallibility in the compo- 


ſers thereof, is not conſonant to Prote- 
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ſtant principles. To ſuppoſe the like 
meaſure of faith znd judgement in all 
Orthodox godly Miniſters concerning 
fallible writings is abſurd ; and to rack 
menunto it, is an imitation of that Ty- 
rant, that would ſtretch miſerable crea- 
tures unto the length of that bed of tor- 
ment upon which he laid them Icis al- 
ſo unprofitable : For theſe forced large 
ſubſcriptions are known to be no ſure 
hold-taft of the multitude drawn into 
them, whereof many come hand over 
head, meerly as to an injoyned form z 0- 
thers more conſiderate do it in their own 
ſence. And: indeed the beſt ſervice 
which this InjunRion doth, isto lye as 
a bar ro exclude the more deliberate 
ſort, or as a clog to opprels their conſci- 
ences. If toremedy this evil you allow 
men to uſe their own limitations and ex- 
planations, the buſineſs ic ſelf is infignifi- 
cant, Ii to ſatisfie ſeveral parties,you pea 
the Docrinzs and Forms in ambiguous 
tearms, the {waying part cf the Church 
will draw them to their own peculiar 
ſence, and cſtabliſh their own opin'ons, 
to 
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to the cruſhing of diflcnters z,as by the 
potency of ſome P.elares, Arminianiſm 
vas aſſerted for the Do@rine ot the 
Church of Exeland, 

Laſtly, it is unncceſlary , for we ſup- 
poſe the benefits pretended by it are uni- 
ty in Doctrine & unitormity in Practice z 
borh which may be as well attained and 
far more kindely, without this enforced 
Subſcription, it no Miniſter be ſuffered 
to preach or writeany thing contrary to 
the eſtabliſhed Dorine, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline, nor ordinarily for the main 
co negleR rhe eſtabliſhed Rule, Bur what 
inconvenience , if in things of leſſ-r 
weight, 2 latitude were allowed ? A lit- 
tle variety indulged in ſome particles, is 
no impeachment of Uniformiry, but ra- 
ther an eſtabliſhment thereof with con- 
tentment and tranquility, Contrariwiſe, 
as the wringing of the Noſe draws torth 
blood z ſo over-ſtraining and rigid injun- 
&ions diſtemper the mindes of men 0- 
therwiſe peaccablc,and {tir vp ſtrife, 
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Seftion XXVII. 

Moreover, the publick ſtate of theſe 
differences is ſuch,thatthe Prelatiſts may 
and ought to deſcend to the Presbyreri- 
ans in the propoſcd moderate way; but 
the Presbyterians cannot come up to the 
Prelatiſts in the height of their way. For 
the Prelatcs condeſcention ſtands only in 
omiſſion or forbearance of certain things 
which ſeem to them lawful and laudable, 
but the ſubjeRion of the Presbyterians 
ſtands in ſubſcribng and conforming to 
certain things which to them ſcem ug- 
lawtul: And common equity will ſoon 
paſs its verdi, that the condeſcention of 


_ the one is far morecafic then the ſubjeRi- 


on of the other. Biſhop Dawvenant in his 
Determinations reſolves in one queſtion, 
that a Proreſtant may not with a ſafe 
conſcience be preſent at the Popiſh Maſs, 
becauſe he wounds his conſcience by im- 
p:ous diſimulation , thereby making 2 
thew of approving that pretended cxpla« 
tory ſacrifice. In another Queſtion he 
reſolves, Thar Papiſts are bound to be 
preſent at the Engliſh Divine Service, 
becauſe 
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becauſe nothing occurs therein, that can 
be by them(-lves reproved, In applying 
this ro our Caſe, it is far trom my thoughts 
to make the compariſon b tween Presby- 
rerians and Prelatifts parallel with that 
between _—_— and Papiſts z' but I 
make the reaſon of both caſes parallel : 
for as Pepiſts find nothing in the Prote- 
ſtant Liturgy ( according to their own 
principles) impious or unſound; in like 
manner the Prelatis can find no polttive 
thing inthe propounded terms of accom- 
modation, contrary to divine right and 
primitive practice; only as the Papiſts 
find not ſo much as they would have in 
our Liturgy, ſothe Prelatiits inthe faid 
propoſals: Nay, the Papi#s have better 
colour of reaſon to ſeparate from our 
ublique Service, becauſe, although they 

1nd nothing poſitively unſound, yer ac- 
cording to the Roman Faith they may 
pretend fundamental dete&s therein z as 
the want of the ſacrifice of the Maſs: but 
the Prelatis Can here alledge no ſuch 
thing ; the ſuppoſed defc&s and omiſhi» 
ons being only in things 5:mote trom the 
foundation 
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foundation of Faith = Religion, For 
we truſtthe greater number of them do 
not hold, that there is no Church with- 
out a Prelate having ſole juriſdiction 0- 
ver the Clerg: z 1har there isno Mini- 
ſtry but what is ordained by ſuch a Pre- 
laie; That there is no true divine Ser- 
vice, where the Common-Prcayer Book 
is not uſed $ and that there is no accepta- 
ble worſhip, without humane myſtical 
Ceremonies, Let them that have taken 
up (uch opinions ſadly confider whether 
they are led therein by conſcience, or by 
humour and defigne. 
Sefion XX V IIL, 

The greateſt ſhew of reaſon oppoſing 
this moderation is a pretended fixation in 
Religion; and indeed it is but a ſhew and 
colour. That Religion isa thing uamove- 
able, all chat be truly religious do from 
the heart acknowledge z and for the im- 
mobility thereof , none contend more 
earneſtly then the Presbyterians, But 
they fix its unmovable ſtate in the Ca- 
nonical Scripture, and they continually 
cry to the Law and to the Teſtimony, a- 

eain(t 
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gainſt humane Traditions and Inventi- 
ons, in one Ex'tr:am, and againſt Enthu- 
fiaſms in the other. Upon occation of 
any abcrration in DoErine or practice 
the; recall us to the primitive rule and 
pattern ; and what is received from the 
Lord;that deliver they tothe Churches, 
Thar ſacred Rulethey willingly ſuffer 
not to be captiyared in its interpretation 
by the Churches infallibiliry, as do the 
Papiſtsz nor by proud and arrogant rea- 
ſon,as the Socinians; nor by impulſe and 
imagination,as the Euthuſzaſts : but they 
maintain it in its full authority co inter- 
pret it ſelf, whoſe authentick interpreta- 
tion we are inabled to diſcern by ratio- 
nal inferences and deductici1s, wherein 
we maxe uſe of reaſon nut. as an argu- 
ment, but as an i:ift- umcnt, 

As tor the Dec.ces and Canons 
of the Church, whactighttul Authority 
doth make rhem as che Law ot the M: des 
and Perftins that aitereth not © Muſt 
things be enacted by th- Church nce 
and for ever? And whether they be lir- 
tle or great, clear or doubctul , neccflary 

or 
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or ſuperfluous,muſt rhey be held unque- 
Rionable and indiſpucable 2 Surely this 
is to Idolize humane Conſtitutions , and 
{ ro <qualize them with Divine; and to 
| tead the people toa blind implictce jaith, 
and a neglect of ſearching the Scriptures, 
} And upon this ground thoſe lJargeChur- 
* ches,as the Roman, Grecian, Athiopick, 
' Armenian, Indian, and the reſt, are ob- 
{tinately divided for many ages from 
eachothe:, and holding to this principle 
© ofunalterable Traditions and Conſtitu- 
* tions, they will be divided to the end of 
# the world. Had not all Eccleſtiſtical Ca- 
| nonsand Decrees a beginning, and that 
at ſundry times, and in diyers manners? 
And are not many of them as it were bur 
ot yeſterday And when they were 
brought in, where was the pretended fix- 
2tion? Doub'leſs Religion may be alike 
altered by Addition as by SubſtraRion. 
' Nay, Hath there not been Subſtration 
alſo? Arenotdivers Cuſtoms and Ce- 
remonies of great antiquity now quite 
aboliſhed among us? It the Church ot. 
Rojne may erre, why not the Church of 
H England? 


11 
England ? Indeed the Papiſts that hold | 
their Church infallible, may hold the | 
Decrees thereof unalterable , but the © 
Church of Exglendclaims no ſuch privi- x 
ledge, Was it neceſſary that our firſt F 
Retormers ſhould ſee all things at the 
firſt day- break out of the night of Pope- | 
ry? Or if they ſaw allthings requiſite F 
forthceir owntimcs, could they foreſee | 
a)l future events, and provide remedies | 
for inconveniencies which time might Þ 
bring forth: Ic is a wiſe ſaying ofa Þ 
learned man , That time it [elf « the Þ 
greateſt Innovator ; and again, That Phy- Þ 
ſick is an Innovation, Surely as the natu- Þ 
rall, (o the body politick, ſometimes F 
needs phyfick, and oftentimes moderate | 
Retormations do prevent abolitions and | 
extirpations. Beſides, a great alteration Þ 
inthis kind hath continued in a ſtated ; 
ſture for many years, which inferresa F 
oreater neceſſity of anaccommodation. F 
Nevertheleſs thcre is no attempt or que* | 
ſtion made of changing any thing, that F 
toucheth ſound faith, and good life, or 
the ſubſtMce of divine worſhip, Yet | 
in 
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in the Do&rine of the Church ſomthing 
poſſibly may have been inſerted as anAr- 
ticle of Faith, which is but problemati- 
cal; and ina fundamental Article ſome 
inconvenient expreſſion may be uſed,and 
this gueſtionleſs may be altered withour 
any imputation of uncertainty to the 
eſtabliſhed DoRrine. Some change in 
the outward Form and C:-remonies, 
which are but a garb or dreſs, is no real 
change of the Worſhip: ſome change 
in the late external juriſdition of the 
Church, which was not formally Eccle- 
fiaſtical and ſpiritual, bur temporal and 
coercive, inveſted inthe Biſhops by the 
Law of the Land, is no change in the 
true ſpiritual power , that is intrinſecal 
to their ſpiritual office. Nay, the refot- 
mation may be encompaſſed with little 
v2riation , asto the outward model and 
platform , the Kingdom being already 
ſquared tor it, as hath been above ſhew- 
edin the offers made by ſome Biſhops. 
Only the powet will be more diffuſed, 
being diſtributed among Biſhops and 
Presbyters in dut proportion. Is ir ob- 
H 2 jeaed, 
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jeed, once remove the ancient bounds, 
and we know not where to ſtop, we muſt 


ſerve every humour, and an inundation 


of errour and Schiſm will break in? 
Surely Papiſts haveas much to ſay here- 
in againſt the Proteſtants , as the Prela- 


tiſts againſt the Presbyterians, For Þ 
they ſay, that Proteſtantiſm is the womb | 
of all Seas, and that we having forſa- | 
ken the infallible Gu:de, the Church of F 


Rome , have loſt our ſelves in a Wilder- 


neſs of errour : beſides, who were they F 


that removed the ancient bounds ſet in 


the firſt Engliſh Reformation, by intro- | 


ducing many innovations © but to give a 
dire@ anſwer , are not the ſacred Scri- 
ptures, and Chriſts holy Inſtitutions, 
ſufficient bounds and lanc-marks? Can- 
not prudent and faithful Church: guides 
keep the flock from wandring , unleſs 
they hedge them in by unchangeable 
Canons, even for meer formalities ? In 
the late diſtempered times, the Sectaries 
and masked Jeſuites had a free rainge, 
and all poſſible advantages, yetit is ma- 
nifeſt, that towards the later end , errour 
was 
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was rather in the wane then inthe en- 
creaſe , which we are bold ro attribute 
to the liberty of conſtant practical 
preaching. Wherefore ſetele diſcipline, 
incourage true Watchmen, reſtrain ſe- 
ducers , expel the Jeſuites, and the 
Church through Gods bleſſing will be 
kept in peace and order. 
Section X XI X. 

If theſe things are ſo, whence proceeds 
the preſent vehemence and importunity 
of ſo many of the Epiſcopal party, to 
carry things to the height of their way, 
without the leaſt abatement of the anci- 
eat rigour, Some of that way, as wiſe 
and learned , and pious, as many among 
them, did offer terms in the time of their 
diſtragion and diſtreſs; and in thoſe 
times it was a common thing among the 
friends of Prelacy , to condema the vi- 
olence of ſome of the late Prelates. 
Have preſent advantages made them of 
another minde? If they anſwer by retor- 
tion, Why did not the Presbyterians 
make a mare early offer of agreement, 
and cloſe, when time was, with the over- 

= 
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cares of ſome Biſhops ? Truely weare 
willing to argue the caſe, and have many 


things to reply. And firſt it is freely ; 
acknowledged , that we ought to have | 


had a more tender reſpe& to each other, 
ro have better conſidered the ſtate of 
Enzland, and to have ſtudied moderati- 


on. Yet let not one fide bear all the F 
blame, when bothare faulty. Impetu- F 
ous 2Rings on both fid-s ſuddenly F 
brought us to extremities, and a War | 
brake forth, and th:n both Prelatiſts F 
and Presbyterians were ingaged with | 


ſuch partakers , that the more moderate 


ona both ſides muſt needs be overaced; 


And as the War was prolonged , the 
breach was widened, Stateſmen , and 
Swordmen, and particular ſubdividing 
intereſts having their peculiar and hid- 
dea defigns, Moreover , when the Re- 
gal Power,and the Houſe of Peers were 
iuppreſled, and moſt of the Houle of 
Commons ſecluded , the Presbyterians 
had only an intereſt of liberty , but not 
ot power, and authority , and favour. 
You cannot impute to them the want 
| on 
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of unity , which was not poſſib'e for 
them ro encompaſs, But they were 
heartily weary of thoſe confuſions, and 
longed for unity and order, and had 
much regard to Biſhop Uſhers reduction 
then reprinted, deſiring to take it for a 
#round- work , or beginning of accom- 
modation among all tober Proteſtants, 
that we might not be ſpoiled of all Re- 
ligion, but what Papiſts and Secari-s 
would by their leayes allow us, Sothat 
not of conſt:aiat, but of choice and a 
ready mind, they purſue peace and con- 
cord, Howbeit, in thoſe times ſome 
Prelatiſts of the higher ſtrain would 
condeſcend in nothing , but gloricd in 
calling themſelves the unchangeable 
Sons of the Church of England, that is, 
in their ſence, the unalterable Aſſcrters 
of the Opiaions and praRices of the late 
Engliſh Hierarchy. There were alſo 
many more moderate Epiſcopal Di- 
vines, that were formerly reckoned half 
Puritans, and upon that account kept 
from preferment, till about the begin- 


ning of the Long Parliament, ſome of 
H 4 them 
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them were made Biſhops for the ſapport 
of Epiſcopacy. Thele being exalpera- 
ted by the late Wars, and the ifſue there- 
of violent changes in Government, and 
their own ſufferings , which happened 
beyond our firſt expeRatians , were ſet 
at a greater diſtance trom us, Let both 
ſides acknowledge their errour in de- 
parting unto ſuch a d.ſtance from one 2- 
nother, The truthis, men ingaged in 
War aim at vieto: y, and having peculiar 
intereſts, draw to extreams, But now 
we ſettle upon a common bottom z and 
prudence ſhould guide us to aim at com- 
mon fatis'aftion, It is known that ſome 
Epiicopal and Presbyterian Divines 
have joyned hand in hand, and why 
ſhould nor all thoſe of either party do 
the like, that are both for Chriſt ? In- 
deed a calamity may befall ſound and 
ood Chriſtians , to refuſe unity in 
hurch- order,when the terms mutually 
required ſeem to one or both parties un- 
lawſull. Butinthe preſent caſe, when 
othing is deſired in contradi&ion to 
Divine Right, Primitive practice, = 
: an 
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- and decency, bur a torbearance or indul- 


ence inthings not of themſelves neceſ- 
| ſcrupled as unlawful,and it will 
not be accepted , ſurely either ſecular in- 
rereſt, or the everlaſting enmity, is the 
root of this diſſention. And certainly, 
with thoſe that bear ſo bard upon mens 
conſciences, conformity to Church go. 
vernment, Rites and Ceremonies, is not 
ſufficient to procure their amity. We 
well remember how heretofore the con- 
forming Puritanes were as great an cye« 
ſore to ſome Prelates as the non-confor- 
miſts, Butin good earneſt , ſhall ſuch 
precious things as the peace and edifica- 
tion of the Church, the needful ſervice 
of ſo many able and godly Miniſters, 
and the quiet andcomfort of ſo many 
ſober-minded Chriſtians , be all ſacrifi- 
ced to the Hierarchy and Ceremonies? 
Will not Epiſcopal Proteſtant Divines 
regard the weakning of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe in Chriſtendom, by treading the 
Presbyterians under foot? The more 
ancient Biſhops in England were of ano- 
ther minde, as Biſhop Robers Abbot by 
name, 
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name, witneſs this paſſage of his Ser- 
mon preached , when he was Door of 
the Chair in Oxford [That men under 
pretence of truth , and preaching againſt 
the Puritans , ftrike at the heart and root 
of Faith and Religion now eſtabliſted a- 
mongſk us; that this preaching againi# 
Puritans was but the praftice of Parſons 
and Campians counſel when they came into 
England to ſeduce young Students : and 
when many of them were afraid to loſe their 
places, if they ſhould profeſiedly be thus, 
the counſel they theng ave them was , that 
they ſhould ſpeak freely againſt Puritans, 
and that wg ſaffice. Let our Epiſco- 
pal brethren as Divines , as Proteſtants, 
as Chriſtians, conſider theſe things. Q 
let it not be ſaidof this Generation in the 
cime to core, that the way of peace we 
have not known, 


From the Diſcourſe aforegoing, I in- 
ferr this pacifick and healing conclulion, 
That the Paxty called Presbyterian may 
be proteed and incouraged , and the 
Zpiſcopal not deſerted nor — 
£ | is 
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His Majeſfties wiſedom and authority 
will draw both Sides to ſubmit to rea- 
ſon. 


The third Inquiry having connexion 
with the two former , now tollows to 
cloſe up the whole matter. 


Queſt, III. Whether the upholding of 

' both Parties by a juſt and equal 
accommodation , be not in it ſelf 
more deſirable, and more agreeable 
#0 the State of England , than the 
abſolute exalting of one Party, and 
the total ſubverſiou of the other ? 


Sefion X XX, 

That ſtate of Prelacy which cannot 
ſtand without the ſubverſion of the Pres- 
byterians, and that ſtands in oppoſition 
to regulated Epiſcopacy , will becomea 
myſtery of a meer carnal and worldly 
ſtate, under a ſacred title and venerable 
name of our Mother the Church. For 
in ſuch oppoſition , of what will it be 
made up,but of Lordly revenue , digni- 
£* A 1 ry 
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ty, ſplendor, and juriſdition, with out- 
ward caſe and pleaſure ? hat will its 
defign be from age to age,but to uphold 
and adyance its own pomp and poten- 
cy ? Read the Eccleſtaſrical Hiſtories, 
and you ſhall findethe great buſineſs of 
the Hierarchy hath been co conteſt with 
Princes and Nobles, and all ranks and 
degrees, about their Immunirics, Privi- 
ledges , Pre-eminencies, to multiply 
Conftitutions and Ceremonies for props 
totheir own Greatneſs, but not to pro- 
mote the Spiritual Kingdom of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the hearts of peo- 
ple, according to the lite and power 
of Chriſtianity. The above-named Ye- 
z#etiay Gentleman,in his Narrative of the 
Popes Nuncio, delivers this Maxime. 
[That the Conrt of Rome , i perpetual 
purſuance of its old pretences, is more ſol- 
licitoxs and laborious to reverſe and deftroy 
the Oath of Allegiance, becauſe it ſeems con- 
irary toits temporal grandeur, then ts ex- 
tirpate ſuch Hereſies as the Realm of Eng- 
land & infeed with, } Even ſo ſuch an 


Hierarchy will be more induſtrious and 
Carc- 
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careful to eſtabliſh and enlarge their own 
Power & Dignity, then to maintain and 
propagate Chriſts true Religion, Vhat 
are the weapons of the Warfare, by y* 
this Myſtical State prevails ? Not ſuch 
as are mighty through God, working up- 
on the conſcience,but pecuniary Mulass 
and greater temporal penalties z notto 
the wounding of the ſpirit , but to the 
breaking of the outward eſtate: By what 
wayes and methods muſt it be. advan- 
ced ? The conſtant and pragical preach- 
ing of the \Vord muſt be diſcountenan- 
ced,Snares muſt be laid for the moſt zea- 
lous Miniſters, Sports and paſtimes on 
the Sabbath dayes muſt be held forth 
with allowance and apptrobation, Men 
ot ſtri& lives and ſerious in Religion 
muſt be reproached tor Fanaticks, By 
theſe means a people being firſt enthral- 
led to ignorance, ſuperſtition and profa- 
ne(s, will be diſpoſed unto blinde obe- 
dience and perfect ſpiritual bondage, For 
in very deed, the State here deicribed 
will never ſtand ſafely among a people 
that are free,ſerious,fearching and diſcer- 


ning 
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ning in matters of Religion. - 
For this cauſe an Hierarchy of this 
nature hath a ſtrong bias towards Pope- 
ry : Nay it muſt tor its own ſafety ap- 
roach as near it as the Nation can well 
ar, The Reformed Religion doth not 
glery in the vaſt riches, outward pomp 
and ſplendour of Eccleſiaſtical per- 
ſons, Wherefore,when the grandeurof 
Prelates and pomp of Ceremonies is at- 
feed and admired , the Church of Rome 
is ſure to finde fayour inthe eyes of the 
Clergy, The ſaid Yenetian reports 
[That the Univer ſities , Biſhops and Di- 
vines of this Realm dayly imbrace Catbo- 
lick Opinions, though they profeſs them not 
with open mouth , for fear of the Puri- 
fans, In this matter let them ſtand or 
fall by tlie evidence of their own wri- 
tings. Let it be well obſerved, that the 
deſignes of ſuppreſſing Puritans, and 
complying with Papiſts in this Nation, 
had their beginning both at once, and 
proceeded in equal paces, And it hath 
appeared, that the moderate Caſſandrian 
Grotian Popery was no abomination 
to many Prelatiſts, The 
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The Conciliators of our age have 
judged Papiſts and moderate Proteſtants 
(as they call them) very reconcileable, 
but have caſt the Calviniſts or Puritens 
without the limits of the pacification? 
W herefore, we cannot conceive that the 
exceſſive height of Prelacy (I ſay not 
this of regulated Epiſcopacy) to be the 
ſtrongeſt Bulwark againſt Popery, 
unleſs by Popery is meant no more 
then what the Trent Fathers (except the 
Italians) generally oppoſed , towit,the 
ſtupendious exorbitant power of the 
Pope , who pretends to be not only Su- 
pream,bur in effe& , ſole Biſhop of the 
Univerſe, as reputing all other Biſhops 
his meer ſubje&s and delegates. We 
confeſs, Popery in this new and ſtriR 
notion,might be controlled bythe heighr 
of Prelacy, But, according to a vulgar 
ſence, we takePopery in the height there- 
of tor the Herekies and Idolatries ; and 
inthe lower degree thereof, for the groſs 
errors and ſupe: ſtitions of the Church 
of Kome, 


Seit- 
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Seftion XXXII. 


Moreover , pure neceſſity in that 


ſtate will conſtrain the Hierarchy to 
negotiate with Rome, if they ſubvert and 
ruine the Presbyterians, If in ſuch a 
caſe they intend to uphold a Proteſtant 
State,they underſtand nottheir own con- 
cernment The Biſhops muſt either 
retreat to a moderate compliance with 
Presbyteriaus, or advance to 2 reconct- 
liation with Papiſts. If they had a de- 
ſign to extirpate the Presbyterians , and 
could accompliſh it, are they able after- 
wards alone and by themſelves to bear 
up againſt the main force, and to with- 
ſtand all the wiles and methods of the 
popiſh.FaRion at home and abroad? 
They miſtake themſclyes , if they think 
their unalterable adherents are fo nume- 
rousand powerful, In caſe they diſh- 
pate that other party , which hath been 
always found moſt aRive,vigorous, and 
vigilant againſt Romiſh Encroachments, 
what remains, beſides themſelves and 
their zealots , but a common droniſh 
multitude, that will dolittle for any re- 

ligion' 
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ligionz or men of looſe principles, that 
would cafily embrace Popery as a fleſh» 
pleaſing Religion, Whenthe common 


# people are lett to ignorance and propha- 


neſs for ſervile ends and purpoſes, they 
are thoroughly prepared for Popery, 


' whichisagrols, ſenſual, formal, pom» 


pous way, agreeable to the multitude; 
whereas Fanaticiſm , the other extreme, 


' takes butwitha few in compariſon; be- 


cauſc it hath ſomething of pretended il- 
luminations, ſpiritual notions and ra- 


ptures, to-which the common multitude 
' 15not propenſe, If you ask how' hath 


p 
þ 


Prelacy held it out hitherto againſt Po- 
pery, even from the firſt Reformation ; 
take notice that the Epiſcopal Clergy 
did not go. about to exterminate the: P#- 
ritazs before their latter times, andahen 
he that had half an eyecould diſcern; the 
notable advance,and the confident expe- 
ctations of the Popiſh taction, 
Sefion XXXIII. wm 
Do any perſons conceive a Recanflli- 
ation with Rome hopeful or poſſibfe-up- 
on moderate tearms (as they ſuppals) 
I namely, 


- 
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namely, the permiſſion of the marriage Þ| 
of Prieſts, the Pepes Diſpenſation tor the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy , fo þ 
far as it concerns the Kings temporal | 


power,the adminiſtring ot the Commu. 
nion in both kinds, and the Licurgy ofh- 
ciated inthe Engliſh Tongue 2 Let them 
obierve that Panzani the Popes Nuncio 
in England declared privately to his int 
mare friend , that the Pope would never 


admit any man to govern here as Bi þ 


ſhop (meaning over the Catholicks) that 
ſhould favour the Oath of Allegiance, 
And rhe reaſon hereot is evident, becauſ: 
itis a thing contrary to the maxims of 
Rome, Moreover, in that little Hiſtory 
ot the ſaid Nuncio there is a paſlage, 
which being wcll conſidered doth evince 
thatthe Courts of England and Rome arc 
irrecOncileable, unleſs England .become 
intirely papal: That Author (aith {Ths 
thus Realm is ſoperverſly additted to main- 
tainits own reſolute opinion of excluding 
the Popes authority, that this hath been the 
cauſe why the Catholicks , who for the firſ 
tmelve years conformed themſelves m_ x 

wn Politit 
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Politie introduced into the Church of Eng- 
land, have fince ſeparated fromit ; andto 
teſtifie rheir uniting 18 the Pope, have reſt - 
ſed to frequent the Prateſtant Churoches,and 
have therby framed one party in that State} 
Leta fair accord inthe general be ſuppo- 
{ed, yer the ſole poinc of the Popes Su- 
premacy ſhal daſh the whole agreement. 
We know that Jeſuitiſm is the predomi- 
nant humour in the Papacy, and nothing 
can be done without their inflaencez and 
theretore we cannot be one with the 
Church of Rome, unleſs we be ſubjeR to 
the Court of Rewe,and abandon all Pro- 
teſtantiſm, 

Seftion XX XLV, 

Whereupon all approaches and moti- 
ons towards Rowe are dangerous.” . For 
popiſh Agents will cafily over-a& the 
Reconcilers, & peragdventure lead them 
whither they would not. If we walk 
on the brink , we may ſoon fall into the 
pit. . Although it ſtands not wich Chri- 
ſtian Charity to diſclaim agreemente'up- 
on reaſonable tearms with any that are 
namedChriſtians,yet 1 is not fit for a pu= 
2 cr 


1.32 
rer Church to incorporate with aChurch 
defiled.with ſuch abominations. Beſides, 
astoreaſon of State, Enmity with Rome 
hath been reputed the Stability of Eng- 


land ; concerning which the Duke of | 


Rhoan hath delivered this Maxime, 
[That beſides the Intereſt which the Kingef 
England hath common with all Prizces, 
be hath yet one particular, which «, that he 


ought thoroughly to acquire the advancement | 
if the Proteſtant Religion, even with « | 
much Feal as the King of Spain appears | 
Proteor of the Catbolick.) ladeed, that F 
Scarlet-coleured /Whore hath this be- | 


witching ingredient in the cup of her 
Fornication, that ſbe-diſpoſeth SubjeRs 


to ſecurity and: blind obedience; and | 


exalteth Princes'-unto abſolute Domi- 
nion.. . But againſt this, poiſon a ſove- 
raign 'Antidote is [given by a judicious 
Writer, that thisptoves that ſubjeRsare 
more - miſcrable;,: not that. Princes arc 
more ' abſolute: among Papiſts ; for- 
aſmuch as where the Pope prevails, there 
1s a co-domination and rivalty-in rule, 
and this Proteſtant Princes are freed 

| 6 1 from: 
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from: and whereas Popery hath-been 
ever .intamous for: excommunicating,” 


; murthering, depoling Princes, the Pro-. 
” reftant Religion aims at nothing bur thar 


the Kings Prerogativeand popular:Li« 


' berty may be even balanced,” 'If it be 


ſaid,.that this is true of Prote#antiſm , 
but Puritaniſm leads to edition, rebel- 
lion, Anarchy, let the world know, 
that Pa#ritaniſm (which is no other than 
ſound Proteſtantiſm ) doth abhor theſe 


| crimes, and defie the charge thereof, 


The people that were called P#ritans,and 
now Presbyterians, have had no tellow- 
ſhip with Polititians and SefFaries in thoſe 
pernicious ways : but their principle 
is for ſubjeRionto Princes, though they 
were Hereticks or Infidels; and if they 
differ herein from the Prelatical Prote- 


| ftants, itis only that they plead for liber- 


ty ſetled by known Laws and fundamen- 
tal Conſtitutions. 

| Section XXX V- 

From the reaſons aforegoing we con- 
clude , : That Proteſtantiſm will beſt 
conſiſt inthe middle way, by reducing 

I 3 Prelacy 
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Prelacy to the ancient ſynodical rum 


ment or moderate Epiicopacy, 


over-rule without difficulty or hazza 


He need not ſay of thoſe that are averſe | 
(as David ſometimes did of the ſons of | 


Zerviah) That they are too bard for him, 
Prelacy is not popular, but moderate 
Epiſcopacy is , and the more, becauſeit 


is a healing expedient for our broken | 
times.. The Biſhops depend intirely on | 
the King, but he hath no dep:ndance on | 


tiem, no nced of advantage from them, 


What if ſome intereſſed perſons be dil- 
contented ? The ſober of the Nation 


Goth Epiſcopal and Presbyterian) will | 


have great contentment in the Kings 
pruderice and modetation. His Majeſty 


15 a Prigce by Nature, Heis out Native | 
King, and the delight of the Engliſh Na- 


tion, and may govern as he pleale, with- 
out fear. or hazard, by continuing to 
ſhew himſelf a common Father, = 
| | there 


PR "OO OO En © 


ad this | 
isa bleſſed work, worthy of a pacifick | 
King, w®* reſpe& to his honor & ſervice, | 
whoſe title is The Princeof Peace, Here- | 
in his Majeſty ( with Gods help) = | 
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there is none other upon whom the In- 
reſt of Exgland can bottorn it ſelf , bur 
our gracious dread Soveraign King 
Charles z whoſe Houſe and K.ngdom ler 
the moſt High eſtabliſh throughour all 
generations. He hath all hearts that arc of 
tober principles earneſtly waiting upon 
kim, longing and panting atter his mo- 
deration, and rejoycing in the begun ex- 
pcefſions thereof 53 and of which the 
Presbyterians have had ſo great expeRa- 
tion, that they wiſhed He were both 
King , Lords, and Commons, as to the 
fctling of this grand Afﬀair. 
Seftion XXXVI. 

The excefſive dominion of the Hierar- 
chy, with the rigorous impoſition of hu- 
mane Ceremonies, was accounted much 
of the malady of former times, which 
ended in thoſe deadly Convullions of 
Church and State. Do we here reproach 
our Mother the Ckurch of Eneland? In 
no wiſe. 

This National Church conſiſts of the 
Body of the Nation combined in the U- 
nity of Faith, and ſubſtance ot Divine 
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worſhip according to God's holy Word: | 
But if the Church be taken ina more re- | 
ſtrained ſence for the Clergy or Minilte- | 
ry,yet ſo the Hierarchy is not the Church Þ 
either formally or virtually. . When as | 
according to Camdens report, there are | 
in . England above nine thouſand four | 
Hundred Eccleſiaſtical promotions, how | 
comes all the Intereſt and virtuc of ſucha | 
numerous Clergy to be gathered up in 
ſix and twenty Biſhops, with their retpc- 
Give Dezns, and Chapters, and Arch- 
deacons ? | 

And can the ſelf-ſame ſtate and frame | 
of Ecclefiaſticks be now revived after fo 
great and long continued alterations, by 
whichthe anti-prelatical party is exceed- 
ingly encreaſed and ſtrengthened ? 

Machiavel, whoſe reaſon in things 
political may challenge regard , gives 
theſe two directions toa Prince to be a- 
like obſerved for ſecuring his hereditary 
Dominions : Firſt, that he doth not 
tranſgreſs the inſtitutions of his Ance- | 
ſtors : Secondly, That beſerve the timc 
according to new occaſions ; by _ 

Me þ " 
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if a Prince be indued with ordinary di- 
ligence in aRion, he will preſerve him- 
ſelf in his principality, His Majeſty re- 
turns to theexerciſe ot his Kingly pow- 
er after a long interruption in Govern- 
ment, and great alteration in the State, 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, And he hath 
this happy advantage preſenting it ſelf to 
his hand, that he may give general ſati(- 
faction, by retaining the ancient Epifco- 
pal Government, with ſome neceſſary 
variation conformable to theſe times, in 
abating the exceſs of former things, and 
qualifying the ſame with ſome tempe- 
rate ingredients, Certainly it concerns 
an hereditary Prince, as to maintain the 
ancient conſtitutions, {oro redreſs anci- 
ent grievances, and to Cure inveterate 
maladies. The party diſſatisfied in for- 
mer things, were not a company of pre- 
cipitate Mutincers, but a Parliament of 
judicious and conſciencious perſons, and 
their adherents , who for the major part 
never intended to difſolve the Govyern- 
ment, but haye to their power cndea- 

voured 


WI - 
voured and contrived the ſetling of theſe 
Nations on their ancient baſis, 


Section XXX VII. 

Moreover, this diſſatisfation in the 

old trame of the Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment is not a novelty of theſe times, as 
appears by thoſe prudent conſiderations 
rouching the better pacification and edi- 
fication of the Church , preſented to 
King Fames by that moſt learnzd Lord 
Ferslam, (ometimes Lord Chancellour 
of Englend , who was no Presbyterian, 
nor enemy to Epiſcopacy, in which are 
theſe paſſages. 

There be two circumſtances in the 
adminiſtration of Biſhops , wherein I 
conte(s I could never be ſatisfied, The 
one,the ſole Exerciſe of their Authority, 
the other,the Depuration of their Autho- 
rity, For the firſt, the Biſhop giveth 
- orders alone, excommunicateth alone, 
judgeth atone, This ſcems to be a 
thing almoſt without example in Go- 
vernment, and therefore not unlikely to 


bavecrept in inthe degenerate and cor- 
rupt 
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rupt times, We ſec the greateſt Kings 
and Monarchs have their Councels. 
There is no Temporal Councel in EZ xg- 
land , of the higher ſort, where the Au- 
thority doth reſt in one perſon. Apain 
he ſaith , Biſhops have their infirmities, 
and have noexception from that gene- 
ral maledition which is pronounced a- 
gainſt all men living, Ye ſolt,&c. Nay, 
we ſcethe firſt warrantin ſpiritual bots 4 
is directed to a number, Dic Eccleſia, 
which is not ſo in temporal matters, A- 
gain, we ſcethat the Biſhop of Rome (fas 
et & ab hoſte deceri, and no queſtion in 
that Church the firſt Inſtitutions are ex- 
cellent ) performeth all Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdiction as in Conſiſftoryzand where- 
of conliſteth this Conſiſtory, but of the 
Pariſh Prieſts of Reme,which term them- 
ſelves Cardinals,z Cardinibus Mundi,be- 
cauſe the Biſhop thereof pretendeth to 
be univerſal over the whole world. 
Touching the {econd point, the deputa- 
tion of their Authority, he ſaith, the Bi- 
ſhop exerciſeth his Juriſdition by his 
Chancellor and Commiſſary _ 

C2 


(140) 
&c, We ſceinall Laws in the world, 
offices of contidenceand kill cannot be 
put over,- nor exerciſed by Deputy, ex- 
cept it be eſpecially. contained in the 
Original Grant, and then it becomes 
dutiful,.\ There was never any Judge 
that made a Deputy. The Biſhop is 
a ſudge, and of an high nature : whence 
cometh itthat he ſhould depute, conft- 
dering all truſt and confidence is per- 
ſonal and inherent, and cannor, or ought 
not to be tranſpoſed ? Surely in this a- 
gain, 4b initio non fuit ita: But it is pro- 
bable that Biſhops when they gave them- 
ſelvcs too much to the glory of -the 
world, .and became Grandees in Kings. 
domes, and great Councellorsto Prin- 
ces, then did they deleague their proper 
Juriſdiction, as things of too inferiour a 
nature for their greatneſs ; and then after 
the ſimilitude of Kings and Count Pala- 
tines, they would have their Chancel- 
lours and Judges. 

This and much more hath that great 
Scholar, Lawyer, and Stateſ-man obſer- 
ved in that excellent diſcourſe, 

| Yea, 
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Yea, our tate Soveraign in his dif- 
courſe, touching the differences between 
himſelt and the rwo Houſes, in point of 
Church- Government, declares intheſc 
words, that he is not agaipſt the mana- 
ging of the Epiſcopal preſidency in one 
man, by the joynt counſel and conſent 
of many Presbyters, but that he had of- 
fered to reſtore it, as a fit means to ayoid 
thoſe errours, and corruptions, and par» 
tialities, which are incident to any one 
man z. alſo to ayoid Tyranny, which be- 
comes no Chriſtians, leaſt of all Church- 
men: b:ſides, ir will be a means to take 
away that odium and burdenot affairs 
which may lye too heavy on one mans 
ſhoulders, 'as he chought ir did formerly 
on the Biſhops kere. 


Section * XX X VIIL. 

1. By the defired reduction ot 'Prelacy , 
to the coalition of Epiſcopacy and Presby- 
ery ina due temperament, His Majeſty 
will be ſo far'from giving up, or weak- 
ning that power and influence , which 
in tight and reaſon he ought to have 

7 over 
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over Church and State, that he will 
thereby gain a (urer and a larger intereſt. 
Biſhops lc{ſcned in power, and encreaſed 
in number , and reſident jn the Chur- 
ches, and duly diſpeacing the Word and 
Sacraments, are not like to alienate the 
King from Parliaments,nor. Parliaments 
and people from the King, but will be- 
come more popular, and able to fix the 
hearts of the people to obedience and 
loyalty. And this popularity of Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters, being alone, with- 
out potency , is no rational ground of 
diſtruſt or jealouſic ro the King. For 
their influence upon others will not be 
from greatacſs of power and command, 
but from venerable eſteem and reputati- 
on , and that ſtands upon their prudent, 
pious, and peaceable behaviour. Be- 
fides, his Majeſty can eafily keep them 
in ſuch dependence on himſelf, as that 
he (hall not hold this intereſt at their 
courtefie, Do any ſuggeſt the Presby- 
terians may grow upon him?eSurely there 
arc and will be enough to balance them, 


Certainly they have ſeen ſo little good 


of 
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of changes , that a reaſonable condition, 
with ſecurity, will be acceptable to 
them. Undoubtedly the union of both 
parties, by an equal accommcdation, is 
the int-reſt of Prince and people, the 
ſtrength and ſtability of King and King- 
dom. Let neither fide ]ay hold on pre- 
ſent mutable advantages to preſs them 
too far ; bur let all confider what will 
ſtand with laſting tranquillity. And 
above all, let his Majeſties wiſdom , who 
hath the high concernment of three 
Kingdoms for himſelf and his Heirs tor 
ever,lay a good and ſolid foundation for 
the time to come. 


Seion XXXIX, 

Finally , . this accomodation is the 
intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt , the Redeemer 
and Head of the Church, in as much as 
ittakes in and ſecures thouſands of god- 
ly able Orthodox Miniſters, thouſands 
and ten thonſands of godly peaceable 
Chriſtians , who otherwiſe might-be re- 
jected and oppreſſed, And it may well 
be acceptable to the whole Chriſtian 

_ world, 


1 A 
world,becauſe it bears conformity to the 
whole State of Chriſtendom, to the for- 
reign reformed Churches in Presbytery, 
tothe reſt of the Churches in Epiſcopacy, 
and tothe ancient Church, next to the 
Primitive times, inthe orderly conjun- 
tion of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery. 
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PROVING, 

That it is wot agreeable to ſound Reaſon 15 
prefer the C ontracted and Dividing Isn- 
tereſt of ove Party, before the general 
Iniereft of Proteſtantiſm, 4nd of the 
whole Kingdom of England, in which i 
the Epiſcopal «v4 Presbytcrian Par- 
tles may be happily United, 
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Intreat the Reader to take no- 
tice, That in theſe Diſconrſes 
I do not mention parties to main- 
tain Diviſion, but to procure Vni- 
07 ; That neceſſity compels me to 
' uſe thoſe names of difference, 
which I heartily wiſh might be no 
more remembred: But whilſt diſa- 
greeing Parttes laſt , names of dif- 
ference cannot ceaſe , and to for- 
bear their uſe is to little purpoſe. 
My a Eb s 15 to take things as I 
find them , and to Fiate the Caſe 
between the Diſſenters,and to ſhew 
how far they agree , and how little 
they differ, for this end,That Par- 
 ties( both Name and Thing )might 
ceaſe for ever. 


K 2 Mere- 
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Moreover,as I uſe not the name 
of Presbyterian in the way of gle. 
rying, ſo T uſe not the name of Pre. 


late or Prelatiſt zz way of re- 


proach , but meerly for diftindi. | 
on ſake ; and have warrant for | 


it from the friends of Prelacy, 
with whom it is not unuſual t 
mention the name of Prelate in an 
bonourable Sence. 


The | 
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The Second Part of the In- 
tereſt of England in the 
Matter of Religion. 


He former Treatiſe of- the 1»- 
tereſt of England in the Mat- 
zer of Religion, makes known 
the way of p-ace, in the reconciling 
of th: two grand Parties, the Epi- 
ſcopal and ouinades which, if made 
one, would take in, and carry along 
the ſtrength of almoſt the whole Na- 
tion, The whole ſtructure thereof 
e F reftsupon theſe Poſitions as its ade- 

* quate Foundation. 


Th4t = the two forenamed Parties re- 
' main divided, both the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and the Kingdom of England 

i aivided againſt it ſelf. 

K 3 That 
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That the Presbyterians c4nn08 be rooted 
out , nor their Intereft ſwallowed up, 
whileſs the State of Eggland remain- 
th Proteitant,, 


That their ſubverſon , if it be poſoiblets 

*: be accompliſhed , will be very pernicis 
ous tothe Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Kingdom of England, 


That the Coalition of both Parties into 
one may be effetted by an equal accom- 
modatien, without repugnancy to their 
conſcientious Principles on either ſide, 
in ſo much that nothing juſtifiable by 

:; Religion or ſound Reaſon can put 4 
bar ro this drfgrable Union, 


Now for as much as political mat- 
ters are involved indifficulties and per- 
plexities ,, by variety ot complicated 
concernments , all which ſhould be 
thorowly ſeen, and diligently examin- 
ed and compared z and. becaule the 
minds of men are commonly pre-inga- 


ges 


pe 1 LEI. . -c Ax... 


RD) 
ged, or atleaſt much byaſſed in theſe 
matters, and thereupon are not caſily 
removed from their pre-canceived. 0- 
inions, I could not reſt ſatisfied, as 
aving done my part in this healing 


Work, unleſs beſides a firm and clear 


proof of things in general , I endea- 
your a deeper impreſſion, and more ef- 
feual perſwaſion, by ſearching on e- 
every fide,by preſſing up cloſe to thoſe 
cloſeſt concernments and moſt obſti- 
nite prejudices that oppoſe them- 
ſelves,and by opening the paſſages,and 
making the way plain to this delired 
Pacification., 
Seion IT, 

It is a grave and weighty ſaying of 
the Duke. of Rohan, Princes com- 
mand the people z and Intere#t commands 
the Princes. The knowledge of this Fn- 
tereſt is 4s much more raiſed above that 
of Princes Attions , as they themſclues 
are above the People, A Prince may dc- 
ceive himſelf,the Conncel may be corrapt, 
but the F-utereſt alone never faileth : ac- 
cording 4s it is well or il under#od, it 
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maketh States to live or dye, —Accord- 
ing to this ſaying it is marter of life and 
d.-2th political tothe Kingdom of En- 
£143d, as it doth well or ill underſtand 
its own Intereſt : In this deliberation 
two Iatcreſts exceeding great and pre- 
cious, offer themſelves unto us. They 
arc diſtin, yer not divided ; but they 
embrace each other, and they both ap- 
parently belong to us,and are undoubt- 
edly ro be owned by us, The one is 
Religious, the other Civil, The for- 
mer1sthar of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the1atter is that of this Kingdom, 
Wheretore in this Inquiry ; the main 
and jundamental point of knowledge 
lies in diſcerning the true ſtate of both. 
Now che true ſtate of any Society lies 
in the Qaiverſality, or the whole Body; 
not in any contracting or ſub-dividing 
part thereof : And the Intereſt lies in 
the converſation and advancement of 
the Univerſality, * LR 


Sefton I Il. 


Hereupon this queſtion ariſeth, 
| is which 


EE. 
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” which is the great Caſe and Queſtion 
of the preſent times. 


Whether we ſhodld aflert the comratted 
and dividing Intereſt of one Party, before 
the general Intereſt of Proteſtantiſm, and 
of- the while Kingdom of England , in 
which the Epiſcopal «nd. Presbyterian 
Parties may be bappily United, | 


Be it here obſexved, That ſuch is the 
joynt ſtock of both Partics inthings of 
greateſt moment , that by declining 
cxtreams on both hands, the Prote- 
ſtant Religion may be ſtrengthened, 
with Qaity in Doctrine , Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, among all its proteſſors, 
and the Kingdom of Ezgland, by an 
inviolable Union between theſe com- 
prehenſive Parties may flouriſh in 
peace and plenty : for thoſe diſcords 
that divide the members and diſt: a& 
the whole body, will ceaſe; and thoſe 
common conce!nments which tend ro 
uphold and encreaſe the Univerſality, 
yill be acknowledged and purſued. 
; Sefton 
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' Sefton I'V. 

To turn afide from this common 
[atereſt of the whole body | to thoſe 
inferiour partial ones, is'to-ſct up the 
trade of Monopolizers, whichinevi- 
tably brings this miſchief', that a few 
grow rich by impoveriſhing the Com- 
mon- wealth, and this inconvenience 
alſo to them that follow the trade, that 
they grow rich upon the ſudden , but 
are not ſecure , becauſe many are op- 
preſſed, and more excluded from ſha- 
ring inthe benefit. In the preſent caſe, 
if the one Party be the only exalted 
Onzs, and the other trodden under 
toot , the damage will redound to the 
Proteſtant cauſe, and to the Church 
and Kingdom of England. For whats 
ſocver ſome men rink , this Church 
and Kingdom is concerned in the one, 
as wellas in the other Party. Ia the 
ſame caſe, though one {ide ſhould riſe 
ſuddenly to a great heighs, yettheir 
Eſtate would be more ſecure and lait- 
ing, ifthey held the way open and ſe- 
Cure to thoſe of the other fide, _ 
| tney 
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they are willing to cloſe upon terms 
juſt and reaſonable. | 

Seftion V, 

Moreover, thoſe Kingdoms , and 
Common-wealths,and S:cicties of all 
kinds, which are of the largeſt Foun- 
dation, are of the greateſt potency. 
Now a comprehenfive Intereſt, thar 
takes in vaſt multitudes, is indeed & 
large Foundation , and a Society that 
builds upon It ſhall become great and 
mighty z but a contracted [nrereſt, that 
draws alltoa fewer number , is a nar- 
row Foundation; and if it exclude 
many that ſhould be raken in, it is roo 
nzrrow for the Fabrick that ſhould reſt 
upon it, As a large houſe cannot be 
built upon a narrow foundations ſo a 
great Kingdom , (fuchas is the King- 
dom of £ngland,) and an ample Soci- 
ety, ({uch as is that of che Proteſtant 
Religi n,) cannot be built upon a nar- 
rov Inr-ceſt, 

Leru be conſidered, that the adverſe 
Kingdom, tu wit, the Pzpacy,is ample 
and powerfull : Should not the Prote- 

ſtage 
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ſtant Religion, and the Church of Ex- 
;zlaxd aim at enlargement, andlengrh- 
en their cords, to take within their line 
all thoſe that are iatirely affeRed to 
them 2 Then might they ſend forth 
much more numerous Forces of able 
Champions againſt the Armies of 
Antichriſt : So ſhould this National 
Church become terrible 45 an Army 
with Banners. 

| Setion VI. + 

Befides thoſe reaſons for Unity , 
which concern all Kingdoms and Na- 
tions in the like caſe, there 1s one rea- 
ſon peculiar to this Kingdom, or rather 
tothis Iſland of Great Brit#4in, which 
is a little world apart, Ir is a notable 
{2ying,which hath been taken up, That 
England « 4 mighty Animal, that cannot 
dye, except it deftroy it ſeif, God 
hath ſo ſeated and placed this I- 
fland, that nothing but diviſion with- 
in it ſelf can hurt it. If cnvie and fa- 
&ion donot make us toforget our dear 
Country, and deſtroy our (clyes, the 
hope of Forreign Enemies will be for 
4 ever 


PD 
ever cut off. VV herefore it muſt needs 
be the wiſdom of this State to ſmo- 
ther all dividing Factions , and to abo- 
liſh all partial Intereſts, that the com- 
mon Intereſt of England may be alone 
exalted. 
_ Sedtion VII, 

I am not ignorant that deſigns of 
Pacification between diſagreeing Par- 
ties are liable romuch ſuſpition , miſ- 
conſtruRion, and hard cenſure; that 
the attempts of Reconcilers have com- 
monly proved fruitleſs ,- and ſome- 
times matter of diſreputation to them- 
ſelves : and no marycl that ſuch croſs 
effects ſhould commonly follow ſuch 
attemptszfor ſometimes they are made 
to reconcile light and darkneſs, the 
Temple of God and Idols, This was 
the way of a Great One, eyen a Printe 
in Learaings Empire,who would make 
an accord between the Auguſtine Con- 
teffion and the Council of Trent; and 
* alſo of a certain Romiſh Eccleſiaſtick, 
who would make the like accord be- 
tween the ſaid Council , and the Aoi 
* CIiCcs 
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cles of the Church of England, than 
which nothing could be more abſurd 
and vaing tor itcould be nothing elſc 
but a violent wreſting of thoſe De- 
crees and Articles to a forced ſence, a- 
gainſt the propriety of language , and 
the ſcope of the whole matter, and the 
appareat judgement of both Parties; 
and ſo it could neyer heal the breach; 
For if both Parties were drawn to ſub- 
ſcribe the ſame torms of Confeſhon, 
bur with meanings ſo far diſtant from 
each other, as are the Dtrines of the 
Protcſtant , and Roman Churches, 
they would not really advance one ſtep 
the nearer to peace-and concord. 

Setion VV III. 

Such defigns as theic ſometimes 
roceed from lukewarmne(s or indit- 
erency in Religion , and an underva- 

luing of main Truths, together with a 
contempt of godly Zeal, as a thing ſu- 
perfluous and impertinent, . And 
ſomerimesthey proceed from vaſtnels 
of miade, whereby ſome through too 
greata ſcnle ot cheir yaſt —— al- 

ume 
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ſume to themſelves a DiRatorſhip in 
Religion, to approve or condemn, ad- 
mitorreje&, according to their own 
eſtimation of things z which is a dan- 

erous kind of ambition, and (as 2a 
earned man ſpeaks ) isto take up the 
Office ofan Umpire between God and 
men, Butmany times ſuch a defign 
isſet on foot with much craftineſs, for 
the undoing of one of the Partics, as it 
bath been undertaken by ſome Romiſh 
ſpirits, for the undermining of the Pro- 
teſtant Churches. A Divine of chict 
rank obſerves the artsand ſtratagems 
. of ſome Popiſh Preachers, even of 
thoſe Orders that have beea held moſt 
implacable-, whereby far otherwiſe 
than the accuſtomed-manner , they ex- 
tenuate.the controyerſies,and acknow- 
ledge that too much rigor; bath been 
uſed in ſame points, and in others too 
little fincerity : yea, ſome Jeſuits went 
about making fair promiſes, yet ia the 
meaa time abating no point of the chief 
foundatiqns of Papal Authority, which 
ſtanding firm, they knew that my 
ther 
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ther Conceſhons granted for a tiine 
tnight cafily bz drawn'back , and the 
oppoſite rigors impoſed on thoſe that 
had been taken in the ſnare by a pre- 
tended yielding to' ſome reformation. 
Philip Melenithoy (as the ſame Author 
obſerves) being a moſt Pious and 
Learned man, and zealous of the Chur- 
thes peace , at firſt whilſt he conceived 
that ſome Reformation might be ho» 


ped for from a General Conncil, was 


tree and forward in ſome points of yiel- 
ding to the Papiſts, but when he fou 
char ſuch a benefit was neither hopefull 
nor pothble, he teſtified by his writings 
how far diſtant he was from the aim of 
the Conciliators. % 

| Seftion I X. 

Bur the Pacification here propound- 
ed is not by aggregating things incon- 
ſiſtent, nor by deviſing mongrel ways 
and opinions, made up out of- both ex- 
creams, which can fatisfie the conſci- 
ences of neither Party z but by raking 
out of the way ſuch extreams on both 


tides, as both may well ſpare and part 


with, 


Hs. 
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with, being ſuch as are acknowledged 
no part of the Foundation , nor yet of 
divine Inſtitution , - bur mutable ac- 
cording to times and - occaſions, and 
therefore cannot b2 of that importance 
as to break unity amongſt brethren , 
that agree in the Doctrine of Faith,and 
the fubſtance of Divine Worth p. This 
defircd [Union is grounded upun the 
Apoſtles Commandem:nt , 2nd the 
purſuing thereof is no other then the 
urging of St. Pauls DoRrine through- 
our the whole fourteenth Chapter to 
the Romans, That none judge or de- 
ſpiſe another about things indifferent, 
or Ceremonious Obſcrvances, where- 
in as ſeveral men will abound in thcir 
own ſence, ſo it is meet that every one 
be pe: {waded in his own minde concer- 
ning bis particular praQice , that no- 
thing be done with a doubting conſci- 
ence, His MAJESTIES Wil 
dom hath rightly comprehended this 
Matter in His Declaration touching 
Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, wherein He faith, 
—— We are the rather induced io take 

L | the 
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rbis upon Us (thar is,to give ſome deter- 
mination to the matters in difference) 
by finding upon a full Conference that 
We bave had with the Learned men » 
(everall perſwaſions , that the ebeſ, 
under which both Chareh and State do at 
preſent ſuffer do not reſult from any form 
ed Doctrine or Concluſion which either 
Party maintains or avows, but frem the 
pa((ien,and appetite, and Intereſt of par- 
$:cular perſon», which contract greater 
prejudice 18 each other by thoſe affections, 
iben would naturally ariſe from their 
Opinions. In old time there was a 
partition wall of legal Ceremonies 
and O:dinances raiſed up between 
Jews and Gentiles 5 but when the ful- 
neſs of time was come, wherein God 
"would make both Jews and Gentiles 
one in Chriſt , he was pleaſed to take 
down that partition wall which him- 
ſelf had reared up. Intheſe latter gimes 
there hath been a partition wal ot mans 
building, namely, controverted mura- 
ble Rites and forms of Religion, which 
aye kept aſunder Chiiſtians of the 
ame 
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ſame'Nation, nd of the ſame Refor= 
med Proteſtant Profeſſion: Both rea- 
ſonand charitypleads tor the removing 
ot theſe offences , that: breth.ca may 
dwell together in Unity. Aad to 
tranſgreſs this rule of. Charity, is not 
only to lay a yoke upon the necks of 
Chriſtians , bur allo co lay ſnares for 
their Conſciences, 


Section X. 

Nor will any defe& in the State Ec- 
clefiaſtical inſue upon the removal of 
theſe matters in controverſiz : for the 
points of Do@rine, Worſhip, and Diſ- 
Cipline acknowledged by both Parties, 
are a ſufficient and ample Foundation 
for the edification and pzace of the 
Church to-reſt upon ; for which we 
cannot have a fuller Teſtimony than 
what is given by His MAJESTY 
in His atoreſaid Declaration, We 
muſt for the Honour of all thoſe of either 
Per(w-fi1n,with whom we have conferred, 
Declare, That the Profeſitons and deſires 


of all for the advancement ef Piety an1 
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irue Godlineſs are the ſame, thelr Pro- 
feſbions of Zeal for the Peace f the 
Church the ſame , of affettion ana auty to 
Us the ſame; they all approve tpiſcopa- 
cy; they all approve a ſet Form of Li- 
*urgy ; and they all diſapprove and diſ- 
like the ſon of Sacriledge, & the alienation 
of the revenue of the Church, Andif up- 
on theſe excellent Foundations in ſubmiſ- 
fron to which there i ſuch an Harmony of 
Aﬀettions, any Superſtrutture ſhouls be 
raiſed to the ſhaking of theſe Fowndations, 
and 18 the contr att ing and leſſening of the 
bleſſed gift of Charity , which s a vital 
part of Chriſtian Religion , We ſhall 
think Our Self wery nnfortunate, and 
even (nſpef? that We are defeitive in 
that adminiſtration of Government with 
which God hath entruſted Vs: T hele 
His Majeities Words I receive with 
much veneration; tor they are a D-- 
vine Sentence in the Mouth of the 
King, andthey fathom the depth of 

this grard buſineſs. 
Ic 1s therefore maniteſt,as from Rea- 
ion, ſo trom His Majeſtics Teſtimony, 
that 
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that thoſe unhappy diſcords do not re- 
ſult from any formed D-&rine or 
Concluſion, that either toucheth or 
borders up-n the Foundation; 3nd that 
excellent Foundations are contained in 
thoſe points, in ſubmiſſion to which 
there 1s tound ſuch an Harmony of 
AﬀeRionsz and conſequently , that 
the laying aſide of all the points in con- 
troyerſie, would not cauſe any defect 
inthe State Eccl-ſi:ſtical, What then 
isthe root of theſe miſchicts of Diviſt- 
on £ I;it the perperual hatred berween 
the ſeed of the Womza, and the ſeed 
of the Serpent? or is it an uncharita- 
ble and ftroward ſpirit of oppoſition, 
by reaſon of irritated animoſity , and 
deep ſuſpition or jcaloufie ? or is it 
ſome temporary carnal Deſign ? 


Itis firſt inquired , Whether the 
root hereof be the perpeinal ha- 
tred between the ſeed of the 
Woman, ani the ſeed of the 


Serpent £ | 
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Sefion X 1. 


Nothing is more certain from'Scrip- | 


ture and experience, then that aform of 
the truc Religion may be with a kind of 
Zeal embraced, and the power thereof 
hated and impugned by the ſame per- 
ſons, The Scribes and Phariſees were 
zealous & exa@ in the outward forms 
of the law of Moſes, yet their hatred of 
the power of that Religion appcared by 
their obſtinate rej. Ring and perſecu- 
ting of Chriſt, aad thoſe that believed 
on him. Many do' imbrace a torm of 
the Chriſtian Verity inthe general 
Docirin.s, and- in ſome plauſible yet 
ſuperficial praRtice : Nevertheleſs they 
canno! abide the genuine and ſpiritual 
explicati nand cloſe application of the 
ſame Verity , leading to the life and 
power thereof; Now if this were the 
rrue ſtate of the difference, that thoſe 
of the one perſwaſton only did urge the 
neceſſity ot the New Birth, and of a 
holy and circumſpe& walking in all 
Chriſtians, and to that end ſcek the ad- 
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yancement of ſuch a Miniſtry as (with 
bleſſed Pas/\cravels in birth, cill Chriſt 
- . | beformediathe Hearers, and (uch as 
1 $quick and powerful, entring to the di- 
f viding of the ſoul and ſpirit, and diſ- 
f covers the ſecret rottennzſ(s, and de- 
ſroys the ſelf-confidence of the de- 
ceittul heart, and drives the ſoul out 
of ſelf to draw it to Chriſt s ſuch a 
| Miniſtry as is aſhduous and inſtant in 
the diſpenſation of the word by inſtru- 
Rion, reproof and comfort, and in all 
other parts of the Paſtpral duty , that 
as much asinitlies, it may preſeat e- 
very man perte& in Chriſt : And it 
thoſe ot the other perſwaſion account 
the urging of theſe thingsſeverefooliſh- 
nels peeviſhneſs, pride , hypocriſte, 
affected fingularity , and tuppoſe the 
way to haven common aad ealie, aad 
accordingly ſeek the advaacement of 
ſucha Miniltry that is more ſmooth 
and plauſible then ſearching aad faith- 
ful, more ſlick and cold in the pub- 
lick diſpenſation of the Word, and in 
private admanicion, indulging the pco- 
| L 4 ples 
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ples corruptions, and generally tempo- 
rizing with their carnal ſpirits I (ay, it 
the caſe were ſo between tkem, I could 
proceed no further z for in ſuch a caſe 
to propole ways of Accommodation, 
were to make propoſals of Peace to 
Parties divided by an everlaſting en- 
mity : but God forbid that the ſtare of 
the difference ſhould be (o deplorable. 
We truſt that neither the one nor the 
other have ſo learned Chriſt as to ex- 
alta form of Godlineſs, and deny the 
power ther-of « And that it is not or 
oughtnotto b-ſo, and thatit is on all 
hands Ciſzvowed with deteſtation , we 
take 1t for a principle or gronnd- work 
whereon to bottom our whole deſign, 
The King Declares, That the Profeſ- 
fions ard arſires of all thoſe of either per= 
fſma'on, mith whom he hath conferred, are 
the ſame for te advancement of Piety and 
true Goalineſs, Letthe joynt purſuance 
of thcle proteſſhons 2nd defires ſet both 
Parties agreed,cſpecially fince His Ma- 
j«ſty hath thus Declared in theſe graci- 
pus words, Our purpoſe and refoli» 

tiop 
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tion ts, and ſhall be, to premote the power 
of Godlinef , to encourage the exerciſes 
of Religion both publick and private, 
and totake care that the Loras Day may 
be applyed to holy Exerciſes without un- 
neceſſary divertiſements ; and that inſuf- 
ficient , negligent , and ſcandalous 
Miniſters may not be promoted in the 
Church, 


Is an uncharitable and froward 
ſpirit of oppoſition , by reaſon 
of irritated animoſity, and deep 
ſuſpitiog and jealouſe, the root 
of theſe diſcords ? 


Seftion X1IT. 

We fear indeed that too much tart- 
nels, if not bitterneſs of ſpirir, keeps 
the Breach open. Differcaces of long 
continuance and ſerled prejudices do 
choak the exerciſe of Charity, And 
che truth is, formerly the current of 0C- 
caſions ran along to aggravate theſe 


differeaces,2nd to exaſi perate theſe vaſ- 
ſions. 
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fions: Letus now atlength take hold 

of the right means to ſtop this. current 

of contention, Remove the occaſions, 

lay aſide controverted matters, where- 

of there will be no miſs in the Church 
of God: Let forms of Worthip and 
Government be ſocut out , that they 
may not pinch and gall the conſciences 
of cither Party, as it may be done by- 
men of ſober and charitable judgments 
without any imp=achment of ſuch or- 
der and decency , as agrees with the 
{mplicity and ſpiricual Glory of Goſ- 
pel Adminiſtrations; ſo after a while 
the frowned humor that worketh on 
both ſides, would ſpend and loſe it ſelf: 

Yea, I am pzr(waded that ſome ſpirits 
now exulcerated through theſe diltem- 

pers, would not prove iacurable or im- 
placable. After a little experience of 
ſuch proper healing remedies, both 
ſides will fiade themſelves brethren 
that had miſtakea one another, and for- 
ſaken their common Latereſt, 


Sedtion 
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Seftion XIIL 

Moſt ſerious thoughts of heart have 
often led me to contemplate and la- 
meat the peculiar calamity of the 
Church of God in theſe Dominions, 
that from time totime it hath been af- 
flicted with the moſt unhappy kind of 
controverſies: for they come not neer 
the Foundation , nevertheleſs they are 
very pernicious and deſtructive, They 
confiit not ſo much in ſpeculation as 
practice, and particularly their imme- 
diate influence is upon the Chu ches 
| Intereſt, and inevitably makes a breach 
in Church- Unity, For Eccleftiftical 
Offices , and Chu: ch Priviledges, and 
Communion of \Vo1ſhip both in tor- 
mer and latter times, have been inclo+ 
fed with ſuch Forins and Rites and 0- 
ther need'efs rigo:s,char the way there- 
un'o was kept thu againſt many that 
had received w:th; the hea. rt that Com- 
mon Faith wh ch ws onc ' given tothe 
Sain's, Hence proceeded deſpifing 
and judging Unc another, and deep 
cenlures, 
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cenſures , alienauons and ſeparations, 
which will undo any Society of what- 
ſoever Profeſſion. The Papiſts not- 
withſtanding their great boaſt of Qai- 
ty, are much more divided within 
themſelves than any Proteſtants trom 
each others for the rent goes thorow 
the main Foundation of their Faith. 
With them the Head Corner- ſtone, or 
rather the adequate Foundation , is 
their Churches infallibility z but where 
to place this preteaded infallib:lity,they 
can by no means agree: for upon the 
matter one halt of them place it in the 


Pope, and the other in -a general , * 


Council, If you ask, How then doth 
that vaſt Building hang together 2 How 
doth that Babylonith Kingdom and ? 
Surely they have the skill ro make that 
great point of dift-rence a matter of 
ipcculation more then of practice, and 
they holdfaſt two main praRical things 
which do hold both in one; namely, 
the Hierarchy , under the Headſhip of 
the Pope of Rozwe, and the Commu» 
nion of the Maſs, They are all ons 

both 
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both in Worſhip and Church-Com- 
min.on, and alſoin the whole body of 
Ecclefizſticks, compacted by feyeral 
joynts and ligaments under one Papal 
Head, Thus the child!en of this 
world are wile in their generation; and 
let the children o! Light borrow this 
point of Wiſdom from them, which 
15 to take care that our different Opini- 
ons do not brangle our Church- Com- 
munion and Ecclehaſtical Polity, And 
in as much as Proteſtants have not thar 
Popiſh way ot quick diſpatch for all 
controverfies, which is to acquiefce in 
the Churches infallibility ; bur accord- 
ing to their Priaciples , they muſt ſeek 
their Warrant from Scripture , by the 
help of the Churches direQive, and 
their own diſcretive Judgment;the on- 
ly way for them co hold themſelves in 
the bond of Peace, is to avoid all im- 
poſition of things unneceſlary,in which 
it is exceeding difficult, or morally im- 
poſſible for all ſound Proteſtants to be 
of the lame perſwaſion. 


Let 
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SefFion XIV, 

Let us here take notice: of another 
fingular point of Wiſdona , followed 
by the Church of Rome in the Council 
of Trent, which was to ſhun,as a rock, 
the determining of ſuch DoRrines as 
were controverted among the Catho- 
licks; .and according to this ſetled 
Rulcthe debates of that Council were 
governed. Oft times indeed there arote 
hot conteſts among the Divines' about 
Scholaſticalnicetics, the ſeveral Or- 
ders of Friers being thercin pafhionate- 
Iy addiced- totheir ſeveral opinions ; 
but the Prelates, who alone had the de- 
ciſive Voice , would always bring 
things to.a temper ; and the Decrees 
were {o framed, that the Opinions of 
neither Party were condemned. Let 
the Church of Chriſt mingle this 
Wildom of the Serpent with his Dove- 
like Innocency , to wit, not to urge 
with ſeverity things diſputed amongſt 
ſound and ſober Proteſtants. But it 
hath ſeemed good to ſome Proteſtants 

to 
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to walk by a contrary rule, to heighten 
differences between themſelyes , and 
thoſe whom they called Puritanes, and 
to judge them irreconcileable , and to 
I:flen differences between themſelves 
and the Romaniſts , in ordertoa Paci- 
fication, We hope thatthis errour is 
or may be perceived by thoſe that have 
been inchanted intoit, I am informed 
by a Writer of our Ecclefiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory, who is of the Epiſcopal per- 
ſwalion, That an Epiſcopal Doctor 
of great note, andnow a Biſhop, did 
within theſe few years uſe his urmoſt 
endeavours to gain upon the Sorboniſts 
in Pars, and thereupon that he com- 
plyed withthem as far as he could do 
in Chriſtian prudence, and with a ſate 
conſcience, Now the Sorboniſts arc 
the moſt moderate Papiſts, and the ſaid 
Door is known to be far enough 
trom the leaſt ſmatch of Puritaniſm 
yet not any Accommodation could be 
heard of between them , but rather the 
contrary, cyen inthe point of the 4po- 
crypha, 

Sceing 
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Seeing thele things are ſo,one might 
wonder that any l-arned men, zealous 
of the Proteſtant Religion , ſhould re- 
main ayerle tron the true way of Uni- 
ty among diſagreeingProteſtants, when 
the pacification between Proteſtants 
and Papilts is become deſperate. One 
would conclude that Wiſe and Learn- 
ed men could not be fo overſeen, it 
there were not a deeper myltery in this 
buſineſs. 


Whercupon I paſs to a further 
Inquiry, Whether the foment- 
ing of theſe diſcords do not pro- 
ceed from a carnal deſign? And 
I ſhal argue even upon the caſe 
of a worldly Intereſt ? Whe- 
ther the way of ſevere Impoſing, 
or of moderate Condeſcending, 
be the more adviſable ® 


SedTion 
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Sedtion X V, : 
If the ſettlement of the Churches 
Peace, by giving needful ſatisfaction 
and ſecurity to the Presbyterians, and 
the inlargement of the Churches In- 
tereſts, by raking inthe multitades of 
that denomination, be negleQed in this 
diſcerning age; we muſt needs believe 
that the root of this diſſentionh goes 
deeper then paſſiotis, prejudices and 
miſ-apprehenſions, and that ſome cats 
nal and partial Intereſt is that root of 
bitterneſs that bears this gall and 
wormwood,. | 
Papiſts themſelves tiave noted, that 
the Court of Rome had rather abindon 
the hopes of regaining thiee Kingdoms 
to their pretended Catholick Church, 
then dcclare ir lawful for the Engliſh 
Papiſts to take the Oath of Allegiance. 
Whenthe Council of Trent was held, 
& moſt of the Princes that ſent Embal- 
ſadorstothe Council were inſtant that 
ſome regard might be had of the Pro- 
teſtants, and their recovery endeavout- 
M ed 
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cd by moderation and reformation , 
the Pope knowing that their return up- 
on ſuch tearms could never be hoped 
for, without the diminution of the Re- 
venue and Authority of his Court, 
judged it moſt neceſſary for the Inte- 
reſt of his pretended Apoſtolique See, 
ro make the diviſion ſtrong and the 
Parties irreconcileable , that thoſc 
Countries and Pcople which continu- 
ed in obedience to him might be kept 
intirely Popiſh. 

When men contend for the immu: 
tability of mutable Orders, and ſtifly 
oppole the due regulation of things ex- 
orbitant and exceſhye, and reſolve to 
give no ground forthe gaining of dif- 
ſeating brethren, itis not the love of 
Chriſt, bur perverſe ſelt-love, and the 
love of the world that conſtrains them. 
Such intereſted perſons are never good 
Counſcllors for the publick weal. 


Seftion X VI. 
Now ig as muchas ſome particular 
carnal Intereſt is juſtly ſuſpeRed in the 
im- 
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impetuous and obſtinate purſuance of 
the things in controverfic, we ure wil- 
ling here to make it a queſtion of Inte- 
reſt, and upon that account to make an 
addreſs tothe reaſon even of thoſe that 
are Carried forth with greateſt yehe- 
mence in tayour of the Epiſcopal, and 
in oppoſition to the Presbyterian Par- 
ty. Allenterpriſes that have their be- 
ginning in judgment and notio paſhon, 
are directed to a certain end tet up 
as a mark, and that end is nor a buſt» 
neſs at rovers, but ſom» part cular 
ſeddy ifſue of things certainly or pro- 
bably apprehended and expected: 
Wherefore let wiſe men conſider the 
mark whereat they level, and to what 
iſſue and ſtare of things their aRions 
tend, Here isa numerous paity,, not 
of the dreggs and refuſe of the Nati- 
on, but of the judicious and ſerious 
part chereof: What will they do with 
them © and how will they order the 
matter concerning them © \V ould they 
deſtroy them ? I ſolemnly profeſs that 
I abhor to think ſo by the geacrallity 
| M 2 of 
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of the Epiſcopal perſwaſton : I would 
diſdainto mention ſuch an unreaſona- 
ble impiety, were it not to ſhew the in- 
conſiderate and abſurd proceedings of 
an unalterable oppolition , as that it 
cannot drive to any formed end and iſ- 
ſue, Thar Proteftants ſhould deſtroy 
Proteſtants for diſſ-nting in the point 
of Ceremonies, and lole juriſdiction of 
Biſhops, is ſo dreadful a violation of 
Charity and common honeſty, that it 
is a moſt uncharitable and diſhoneſt 
thing to ſuppoſe it of them. What 
then ? would they bear them down, or 
keep them under hard Conditions ? 
Shall all perſons that cannot yield ex- 
act obedience to Eccleſiaſtical injuacti- 
ons concerning all the parts of the Li- 
turgy, and Ceremonies, be ſuſpended 
and deprived as formerly ? Shall Mi- 
niſters of this Judgment be caſt and 
kept out of Eccleſiaſtical preferment 
and imployment * Shall all private 
conferences of godly peaceable Chri- 
ſtians, for mutual edification , be 
h:1d unalawtul Conventicles ? Ir _ 
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been thought by wiſe men to be againſt 
the Rules of Government, to hold un- 
der a rigid yoke a free people of ſuch 
2 number and quality, and intermin- 
gledin all eſtates and rauks, and inti- 
mately conjoyned with all parts of the 
body P olitique, that it is almoſt im- 
poſhblero exclude their Iatereſt from 
a con(iderable ſha:e in publique aRi- 
ons. Beſides, is it for the ſervice of 
Chriſt, and the encreaſe of his King- 
dom the Church, that ſo many able 
Divines ſhould be debarred the uſe of 
their Lords Talents, that ſo many la- 
borious Miniſters ſhould fit Rill in fi- 
lence; that when Chriſt teacheth us to 
pray tharthe Lord would thruſt forth 
Labourers into his Harveſt, thoſe La- 
bourers ſhould be thruſt our of his har- 
veſt ? Surely this would make a cry 
in the ears of the Lord of the Harveſt, 
Let me add this, *Tis a hard matter to 
filence them that will preach virtually 
in pious Conferences, whoſe occaſional 
and Table Diſcourſes will be a kind of 


Sermon, 
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Let me offer a third way, Will they 
afford them liberty of Conſcience, and 
yer ſtaye them off, asa divided Party, 
to ſtand alone in their Principles and 
Iatereſt ? Verily I cannot think it is in 
th:ir heart ſotodo, What then re- 
mains bur to prepare the way, and to 
make the path ſtraight for a ſolid and 
perfe& cloſure, by laying afide thoſe 
uancceſlary occaſions of ſtumbling. 


Section XVII. 

It the negle& of brotherly Pacifi- 
cation hold on, and the Hierarchy re- 
ſolve upon their own adyancement to 
the higheſt pitch, one may well con- 
clude, Thar they make a tull reckon- 
ing to wear out the Presbyterians, and 
to ſwallow up their Intereſt,conceiving 
th:y are able to effe&t it by degrees 1 
and that greater changes then theſe 
have been wrought without much ado, 
And we confeſs indeed, that a great 
change in Religion was made by Qu, 
ELIZABETH without much 
diſpute or difficulty : The alteration 

was 
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was not (udden bur gradual. Camden 
writes, That in the entrance of the 
Queens Reign, for a whole moneth and 
more, the Roman Religion ſtood as it 
did at the death of Qacen MA RT, 
On the 27. of December the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels, the Lords Prayer, Creed 
and Ten Commandements , together 
with the Letany, were read -in the Eng- 
liſh Tongue: Onthe 22. of March the 
intire- uſe of the Sacrament in both 
kinds was reſtored by Parliament. On 
the 24, of Fune the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs was aboliſhed, and the whole Li- 
turgy reſtored into Engliſh. In Fly 
the Oath of Supremacy was given to 
the Biſhops : And in 4»gsft Images 
were taken out of the Churches and 
broken or burnt. Why may not the 
Hierarchical Intereſt ſwallow up the 
Presbyterian, as cafily as Proteſt antiſm 
prevailed over Popery? Surely I take 
theſe ſeveral caſes to be very different, 
And firſt, becauſe Queen Z £1Z A- 
BETH had this fundameutal max- 
ime as agreeable to her Conſcience and 
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the Intereſt of Her State, to baniſh 
hence the exerciſe of the Roman Re- 
lIigion, _ But our Gracious King in His 
Chriſtian Prudence and Compaſſon 
ſeeks the uniting of His Proteſtant 
Subje&ts, and the healing of their 
breaches, by His Wiſe: and Gracious 
condeſcentions already Declared, Bc- 
fides, in the beginning of the Queens 
Raign the inferiour Clergy of this 
Kingdom univerſally appeared to be 
but lukewarm Papiſts, and many of 
them might be ſuppoſed to be Prote- 
ſtants in hearts, and the moſt of them 
very unlearned, and indifferent men in 
Religion, And a great part of the 
Hierarchy were not more zealous thin 
the reſt : For when at that time the 
Eccleſiaſtical Promotions in England 
were numbered above nine thouſand 
four hundred in all, there were not 
morethen fourſcore ReQors of Chur- 
chcs, fifry Prebendaries, fifteen Heads 
of Colledges, twelve Arch-Deacons, 
twelve Deans, fix Abbots and Abbeſ(- 
(es, and fourtcen Biſhops that _— 
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the Oath of Supremacy. Alfo the 
Engliſh Service was ſo prepared, that it 
might be no abomination to the Pa- 
piſts, no poktive thing therein occur- 
ring repugnantto their Do@rine ; for 
which cauſethey frequented the ſame 
for the firſt ten years; and the Pope 
did not in many years ſend forth his 
thunder & lightning againſt the Queen, 
And Popery being in ſubſtance a Re- 
ligion contrary to what was publickly 
p:oteſſed, had no adyantage for en- 
creaſe by publick Preaching, or Books 
publickly allowed, All theſe accidents 
did help torward toan abſolute ſettle- 
Tent of the Proteſtant Religion, But 
we may find the ſtate of things far 0- 
therwife in point of diſpoſition or in- 
clination toward the Dominion of ab- 
ſolute Prelacy, and the rigorous im- 
poſition of Ceremonies, and the ex- 
tirpation of the diſſenting Party : For 
there are now in Exgland thouſands of 
Miniſters diſ-ſatisfied in the Hierar- 
chy and Ceremonies, who arc all com- 
petently, and many of th:m — 

carn- 
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learned. They are not generally of 
lighe ſpirits, but ſteddy and well reſol- 
ved, and enderly affte&ted touching 
their ſpiritual liberties, The way which 
inſcornis called Puritaniſm, is not a- 
nother Religion in ſubſtance than Pro- 
reſtantilm, butthe very ſame, or one 
branch thereof diſtinguiſhed trom the 
other by an accidental difference, Pro- 
reftant and Puritane Doctrine and 
Worſhip, all men may know to be the 
ſame for ſubſtance 3 and Puricaniſm 
will grow up with Proteſtantiſm, not- 
withſtandiog all oppoſition , as I have 

manitefted ia the tormer diſcourſe. 
Commonly thoſe people who try all 
DoRrines by Scripture, and we ſway- 
ed more by its Authority than by the 
Ordinances and Cuſtoms of men; do 
much helitate and ſtagger concerning 
the ſole Juriſdiction ot Biſhops, the 
pomp of the Hierarchy, and ſacred my- 
ſtical Ceremonics of Humane Inſticuti- 
on. And therefore let the Epiicopal 
Party neyer look to be rid of theſe dit- 
ficulcies, till they remoye the matters 
in 
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in Queſtion, whereat a knowing peo- 

ple are always ready to ſtumble, 
Neither in theſe times are the Pres» 
byterians ſo hateful a generation as 
ſome would have them z they are odi- 
ous to none but thoſe to whom they 
were ever odious, or elſe te ſuch Igno- 
rants as follow the Cry, and ſpeak evil 
of they know not what, They have had 
no conſiderable loſs of their number 
by revolt; and whatever comes to pals, 
they think never the worſe of their 
main Cauſe, which I have expreſſedin 
the CharaRer givenof them: Andit 
fome or many of them have a liberry 
in their own judgements touching con- 
formity, yet that conformity will not 
ſtrengthen the deſigns of thoſe Prela- 
tiſts chat are moſt rigid in ſuch impoſi- 
tions, and ſcek totread down the Pre(- 
byterians. It was a notable queſtion 
which a Carthaginian Senator put to 
Hanibal's Agents, after the great over- 
throw given to the Romans at Canna. 
When they had magnified Hanibal's 
great Atchicyements , Hanno _— 
them 
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them, Whethvr any of the Romans had 
come 10 demand Peace; and whether any 
Town of the Latines, or any of their Cc- 
lonies had yet rebelled againſt the Ramans? 
The Agents denying the one and the 
other, Hanno replied, Then w the War 
4 intire yet 4s at the firſt, 1 apply this, 
ro ſhew how eaſily men miſtake. the 
progreſs of their own affairs, and think 
themſclves to be ready fora triumph, 
when indeed they have gotten little, 
and the ſtate of the controver{12 is ſtill 
aSintire and firm as ever, 


Hitherto I have aſſerted the Intereſt of 
the Univer ſality in oppoſition to the ads 
vancement of a partial Intere#.I have 
endeavoured to make it manifeſt , 
That the ſeveral Parties by a mutual 
gie/ding and waving their partial Inte- 
refts may be united to premote the Inte- 
reſt of the Univer ſaluy:tor IT have laid 
theſe ground-works, to wits That the 
breach is not kept epen by any formed 
Dottrine or Concluſion of either Party, 
207 (4s I truſt) by the ſpirit of everla- 

ing 
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fting enmity but ether by a humour of 
oppoſition ., that may be qualified and 
ſub4nedgor by ſome carnal deſign, which 
may and muſt be denied when its errour 
and danger i» diſcovered. 


In the remainder of this Diſcourſe I am 
to ſhew, That the Presbyterians are 
fit and worthy to be imbodied with the 
whole number of the good people of 
England ; in the next place to per- 
ſwade the Union by ſeveral Arga- 
ments ; and then to remoy? certain 
impediments, and to argae from the 
particular concernmemts of the King, 
of the Nobility and Gentry, and of the 
Epiſcopal Clergy, and laltly, to «ffer 
ſome few efSays concerning the paths of 
Peace. 


Seftion XVIIL 


Saint Paul was ſometimes conſtrain- 
ed by the weakneſs of ſome and the 
malice of others, to boaſt on his own 


bcbalf, and to Apologize again and 
again 
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again for ſpeaking as a fool: I truſt 
therefore that wiſe men will bear with 
that unto which the like neceſſity com« 
pels me,on the behalf of the people har 
are now denominated Presbyterian, In 
eſtimating the numbers of this perſwa- 
fion, it is not the right way to go by the 
Poll throughout all ſorts promiſcu- 
ouſly ; but to take a ſurvey ot the intel- 
ligent and aRive ſort of the people, and 
in that ſort to compare their number 
with others. Howbeit inany way of 
reckoning ſuppoſe them the leſler, yer 
they may be found a balancing num- 
ber, But I am willing to paſs from 
numberto weight, They that will not 
acknowledge them to be fincere, can- 
not deny them to be ſerious perſons; 
they that will not acknowledge them to 
be ſober in their judgements, cannot 
deny them to be (ober in their conver- 
ſations. But we know they arc both 
ſerious, and fincere, and ſober, as well 
in Religionas in Morality : and a few 
ſober people are more valuable, both 


for Religious and Civil conccraments, 
than 
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than a multitude of diſſoluteor vaia 
and empty perſons. One ſerious ra- 
tional man will carry more in fic op- 
portunities,than all the vapourers inthe 
neighbourhood. Thoſe thatarcill af- 
tected to the Presbyterians commonly 
deſpiſe them as an unlearned dull fſorr 
of men knowing nothing. Truly we 
will not herein boaſt beyondour line, 
nor magnifie thoſe of our own perſwa- 
ſion, in derogation to any othersz but 
we think that this diſparagement is caſt 
upon them becauſe they are common- 
ly no vapourers : Surely they have 
amongſt them both Divines and Gen- 
tlemen, who do not uſe to turn theic 
backs upoa gainlaycrs, but have been 
and will be ready to render a reaſon of 
their judgment and practice to any that 
ſhall demand it of them. N:verthe- 
lels, we do not eavy the learning of any 
Epiſcopal Divines, but gladly ac- 
knowledge ir, and deſire to partake in 
the begefitof it, and wiſh that what- 
ſoever gift is received by any, may be 
more and more fervicable to the 
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Church of God. Neither are they 4n 
;2noble abj-& ſorts it hath nor ar all 
appeared that they have degeneri« 
ted from the Engliſh Virtue and Va- 
lour. They have for common tran- 
quility and ſafety cloſed with the firſt 
opportunity for a general accord, and 
ſo have knowingly made way tor the 
reviving of the other Party, ſuppoſing 
that the former enmity would ceaſe, 
And they had reaſon to bope, that a- 
midſt the joy of the Nation, they 
ſhould not be left in ſadneſs. The pre- 
ſcent interruption and check given to 
this expeRed reconciliation, we attri- 
bute to the hurry of mens minds upon 
this great and unexpeRed change , 
by which it happeneth that they ſca ce 
know wherethey are, and hardly con- 
tain themſelyes within due bounds, Bur 
we truſt that thz{c paſſions will be over, 
and the ſpirits of all will ſettle in a calm 
and good temper. Hitherto the con- 
traditions may paſs for the effets of 
paſhzn, not of inveterate malic2, 


wherefore, dum res eft integra, let (e- 
cond 
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cond thoughts b: milder, A quick paf- 
ſage of Count olivares touching the 
right way oft Accommodation, may 
be pertinent to this buſineſs. Our late 
Soveraign, when Prince of Wales, being 
in the Spaniſh Court in purſuance of 
the marriage with the 1»fanta of Spaiz, 
and the Negotiation being clogged 
with many interruptions , diſconten's 
and jealouſies, and all being like to tall 
aſunder , Oliwvares whether in humour 
or earneſt propounded theſe three 
ways s The firſt, Thas Prince Charles 
Jhould become a Catholique ; The ſecond, 
That the Iafanta {bonld be delivered un- 
to him upon the former ſecurity without 
further Condition , The third was, To 
brnd him as faſt 4s they could , and not 10 
truſt him with any thing. Of thele three 
ways, he ſaid, the two former were 
2004; but the laſt was a bad one, Ia 
like manner mighta diſcerning Prela- 
tilt reſolve, thatthere be three ways of 
bringing theſe diſpures to an iſſue; The 
firſt, That the Presbyterians ſhowld v0- 
{untarily become Epiſcopal , and thorowly 
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conformable ; The af , Thatthe way 
of brotherly accord ſhould be held open 
and ſecure to them by au equal Accomm- 
dation; The third, That they be trufed 
in nothing,but bound up faſt by the hard- 
eſtCondition that can be impoſed. Of theſe 
three ways let him conclude with re- 
ſpe to his own intereſt , that the two 
former are good, but the laſt very 


bad. 
Sefion X I X. 


Much partiality and prejudice hath 
gotten the (way in thoſe men that ſpeak 
anda, as if there were cauſe to fear 
none, tocurb none, to provide reme- 
digs againſt none but Presbyterians : 
Was England acquainted with no trou- 
bles , or infeſted with no inteſtine 
broyls before this kind of men aroſe ? 
Are theſe the proper enemies of Exg- 
land? Ler them know, that the true jn- 
teſtine Enemies of any State are thoſe 
within it, that depend upon Forreign 
Intereſts,and on whom Forreign States 
have influence. A 
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A great Statcſ-man makes it one fun- 
damental maxime of Queen EZ L 7- 
ZABET H to baniſh hence the ex- 
erciſe of the Roman Religion, becauſe 
it was the onely means to break all the 
plots of the Spaniards, who under this 
pretext did here tomentRebellion.Up- 
onthe (ame ground the Law baniſheth 
Popiſh Prieſts, that Forreiga influen- 
ces might not diſtemper this Kingdom: 
But the Presbyteriznas can have no 
temptation to tamp2r with Forreign 
Combinations ; for their Iatercſt is 
preciſely and perfe&ly Proteſtant, and 
for their unreconcilablencſs to the 
Church of Rome , their greateſt adver- 
ſaries will bear them witneſs: And 
when ever this Land ſhall have necd 
of help againſt irs chictelk Enemies, 
they will be found fo true to the ITate- 
reſt of Ezglazd, as none more, and 
conſequently muſt and will be iateret- 
ſed in its defence, Wherefore let Eng- 
land have regard tothoſe that mult be 
her faſt friends,not only tor good will, 


bur alſo for perperual neceſſity, 
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Sefton X X, 


Moreover, a wiſe State is buſte in 
finding out, bur not in making Enc- 
mies. Who can produce one ſolid 
reaſon, that renders this Party Ene- 
miesto the Government, or the Per- 
ſon Governing £ They are lovers of 
Monarchy, and of the Royal Family, 
From neither of theſe have they any 
cauſe of diſtruſt or diſ-ſatisfaRion: 
They have nothing to hold in deroga- 
tion to His Majeſties Authority,ſafety, 
or benefits and His Majeſty hath no- 
thing to hold that ſtands in oppoſition 
to their ſecurity, There have been in- 
deed unhappy differences but whence 
proceeding ? Not from any thing in- 
trinſecal to His Majeſties Government 
or to their condition ; but from things 
very remote from the Intereſt of So- 
veraignty. The Kings Afﬀairs do al- 
low Him to extend Favour and Cle- 
mency to them, as to any other of His 
Subjects ; and His Condeſcention _ 
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wards them will work as happy effe&s 
to His ſatisfaction, 


SefFion X XI. 

Some men reſolving in all things to 
detract from the Presbyterians, have 
ſaid, That they promoted the Kings 
Return, not outof good will to His 
Majeſty, or a love ot Order and [Uni- 
ty; but out of fear of being deſtroy- 
ed by the Phanaticks, Upon the oc- 
calion of this ſurmiſe, and the evil de- 
ſign thereof, I am willing to debate this 
Queſtion. 

Whether the Presbyterians cloſure with 
the King in all avowed ſubjectton and ſer- 
vice be ſincere and ſolid, that His Majeſty 
may ſafely confide in them ? 

The pretended reaſon of their in- 
lincerity ſeems to me to add much to 
their reputation in that behalf : For if 
the Phanaticks would deſtroy them, it 
is manifeſt that they are none of them, 
Phanaticks would not deſtroy them- 
ſelves willingly, The ſeveral various 
Secs will wrapgle with each other in 
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yerbal conteſts ; but they never know- 
ingly plotted or banded againſt each o- 
ther upon the account of their different 
Opinions, but did all unite in one com- 
mon Principle of pretended liberty of 
Conſcience, and in one commoncaule 
of Univerſal Toleration. Be it alſo 
oranted. that ſclf-preſervation enga- 
ved the Presbyteriaus by any means to 
obviate and overturn the deligns of the 
Secaries, it ſhews that the Sectarian 
Intereſt and theirs are Inconfiſtent, as 
alſothat they are not unreconcilableto 
the Epiſcopal part of Proteſtants, and 
that they had pacifick inclinations, wil- 
ling to put aperiod to theſe contenti- 
ons. Let men ſurmiſe the worſt they can 
of their intentions in declaiing for the 
Kings yet in as much as they had a 
choice before them, to turn this way or 
that way , it is-evident they would be- 
take themſelves to that way that had 
the lefler evil and the fairer ſhew- of 
good. And could any think that they 
would knowingly make a choice of 
that which ſhould deſtroy their juſt li- 

berty : 
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berty: wherefore were it no more than 
this, it might gain them ſome regard, 
for that they hoped» for ſome good in 
this way , when they could hope for 
none atall from the wilde ways and 
fancies of Phanaticks : But the truth is. 
they turned not toa leſſer evil , but to a 
thing in it ſelt defirablez for it was a 
clear caſeto men of ſound minds and 
ſober Principles, that chere was no way 
to lead us out of that wilderneſs where- 
in we wandred , but the uniting of all 
ſound and ſober Proteſtants in things 
whereih all agree , and a mutual for- 
bzarance in things not necflary to 
peaceand edification, The Presbyte- 
rians knew their fingle Intereſt would 
not ſettle the Nation : And the Epiſco- 
palians may know as well thattheir 
ſingle Intereſt will prove dificient. In 
ſuch a caſe, what well-minded perſons 
aff-cting the peace of the Church and 
Kingdom would got promote the re- 
ſtitution of the Royal Family, that the 
King, in whom alone the whole Nati- 
on can ſettle , may pare off the ſuper- 
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Auities of particular partial Intereſts, 
and make a Union inthe general Inte- 
reſt of the Proteſtant Religion , and of 
Great Britain ? This was the ſcope of 
the Presbyterian deſign in that parti- 
cular : And as touching their cordial 
aftection to His Majeſties Perſon and 
Government, we have their own more 
affectionate and ſolemn proteſſions for 
ir, which are graciouſly owned by His 
Majeſty. And it any per{aſt to gain- 
ſay thoſe expreſſions, ſeeing they are 
not ſearchers of hearts , ir lies upon 
themto prove this pretended &ilſaffe- 
fion by ſomeihing diſcernable inthe 
out ward behaviour, But ſuppoſe that 
a peoples Conſcience and good incli- 
nation and diſpoſitioa be called into 
queſtion, yet this is a maxime unque- 
{tionabie, That the mainground of ſure 
and confant benevolence berweew Prince 
67 People , ts a firm perſwaſyon, that they 
are the mntual, Intereſt of each other, His 
Majeſties Royal Perſon and His 
Princely Virtues are amiable to us; He 
!S a Crown of Glory to the Engliſh 
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Nation : But that which got the maſte- 
ry over all difficultics,in reſtoring Him 
to His Dominions , was an undoubted 
knowledge that the Nations Intereſt 
was bound up in Him our indubitable 
SoveraignLord, There is a neceſſity 
of meer compulfion that drives the 
unwilling, and there is a neceffity of 
Intereſt that draws a willing people: 
W hen this latter neceſfity doth bring a 
Prince and Peopletogether, ingenuons 
minds will turn this neceſsity into a 
virtue z and ſo the joyning of Intereſts 
draws after it the joying of hearts, 
The Presbyterians enjoyning the ſame 
protection and benefit which other ſo- 
ber Proteſtants and Loyal SubjeRs, 
will ſee no other probable nor poſsible 
way of repoſe and ſafety, but under His 
Majeſties happy Government. It is not 
therefore a neceſsity of preſent force, 
but of conſtant Intereſt , which is here 
commended, as ſo great a bond of loy- 
alty, and which Princes uſe to take for 
their b:ſt ſecurity. The wiſeſt way 1s, 
not to reject and flight a party that are 
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brought to hand, and made fora Prin- 
ces Intereſt, upon a ſuſpition that they 
may prove inconſtant 5 but to uſe the 
knowa mecans of preventing fuch in- 
conſtancy as is pretended, and to ma- 
nifeſt that regard to their encourage- 
ment and ſatisfaRion, as that they may 
reſt aſſured, that their own and the 
"ag peace do run in the ſame chan- 
ne . 


From the Reaſons aforegoing I 
conclude , That the Presbyte- 
rians are fit and worthy to be 
imbodied with the whole num- 
ber of the good People of Eng- 
land. I proceed to ——— 
this Union by ſeveral Argu- 
ments. 


Seton X XII. 

Emxzland hath indured conflias of 
almoſt twenty years by Wars, Diviſt- 
ons, Commotions,and manifold chan- 

ALE 
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gesz it was abaſed, enfeebled, and 
brought very low; all which do ſhew 
that ſome great diſtemper had taken 
hold of this Body Politick , before 
theſe things could break forth - There 
is at length by. the late Revolution a 
providential offer of reſt and peace, 
After thoſe ſad conflias, and this hap- 
py offer of Providence, ſhall the, ſeeds 
of diſcord lodge perpetually in this 
Land ? I fear paſſions of bitterneſs are 
too ready to ſtir and provoke, Take 
away this fuel of ſtrife, the urging of 
things to uphold diſtiaRions of Par- 
ties. Whileſt things are at ſuch a pals, 
animoſities will ariſe upon every occa- 
ſions diſcontents and quarrels will be 
ready to break forth in every Town 
and Pariſh, and almoſt in all mixed 
companies and occaſional Meetings, 
But letthe propounded Accommoda- 
tion be accepted and eſtabliſhed , and 
the former mutual injuries will paſs in- 
to forgetfulneſs ; and perſons formers 
ly engaged againſt each other, will be 
able to look one another in the face 
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without proyocation and new quarrels, 
Where 1s our Charity and regard to 
publick tranquility, if we reject the ſure 
and only mcans ot Concord ? 


Seftion X X ITI: 

Uniformity in Religion is beautiful 
and amiable; but we ought to conſt- 
der not only what is deſirable, but 
what is attainable, - There have been, 
are, andalways will be ſuch points as 
the Apoſtle tearms donbiful diſputatt- 
ons, Whea the ſeverity of Laws and 
Canons inforce external Uniformity 
in things of this nature , it exerciſeth a 
tyranny over mens judgments , and 
holds them in a ſervile condition, that 
they are not f:ce, bur captivated to the 
Authority of men, or ſuppreſſed from 
making a due ſearch into matters of 
Religion ; yea, this thraldom will inc- 
vitably reach to things of an higher 
nature, even the vital parts of Chriſti- 
anity, That ſe: vile Principle which 
hath the heart of Popery in it, muſt 


be introduced , to wir, that the Laity 
ſhould 
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ſhould not ſeach the Scriptures, nor 
try the Do@rines delivered , but ac- 
quieſce in what their Teachers ſay, 
without the Exerciſe of their own rea- 
ſon, or judgment of diſcretion, Here- 
upon will follow groſs ignorance and 
ſupine careleſneſs in thethings of God, 
and in thoſe that any whit mind Reli- 
gion (which is the beſt of the matter) 
a blind devotion - Anda people rude 
and ſervile in Religion will be rude 
and diflolute in Converſation, as we 
ſee in Popiſh Countries , and.in all pla- 
ces where ſpiritual tyranny prevaileth. 
This is ſo great an evil that jt cangot be 
countervailed by all the imaginable 
benefit of Ulnitormity : And the truth 
is, all profitable Qnitormity is mingled 
with ſobriety , and ſtands not in an in- 
divifible point, but admits a latitude, 
and by alictle variety in matters of leſ- 
ſer moment , becomes more graceful, 
becauſe it is more unſtrained and un- 
affected. 


Setion 
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Settion X XIV. 

Tc isa chief point of «nowledge in 
thoſe whoſe work it is to mould and 
manage a Nation according to any 
order of things, to undreſtand what 
is the temper of the people, what Prin- 
Ciples poſleſs and govern them, or con- 
fiderable Parties of them, and to what 
paſs things are already brought among 
them, 

Thoſe who duly obſerve and regard 
the diſpoſition and preſent State of En- 
gland, and the principles and affcRi- 
.ons of the ſeveral conſiderable Parties, 
will be able to give the beſt advice for 
a happy ſettlement : For ſuch a courſe 
as is wiſely and ſuccesfully taken in 
one Nation, may inthe like buſineſs 
prove unfortunate in another Nation, 
or inthe ſame at another time, A State 
may probably root out ſuch opinions 
aS it conceives to be heterodox and in- 
convenient, by ufing great ſeverity in 
the beginning , when the opinions are 


but newly ſowed in mens minds, = 
the 
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the peopleare of ſuch a nature, as to 
adbor chagees, and aim to live ſecure- 
ly, and when the Nation in general is 
devoted to the ancient cuſtoms of their 
fore-fathers, But the ſame courſe may 
not be taken when the opinions have 
beeu deeply rooted and far ſpread , by 
long continuance, ina Nation of a free 
ſpirit, and zealous; and the generali- 
ty of thoſethat in a Law ſence are cal- 
led Cives, donot deteſt thew, At this 
day Eneland affords a multitude of E- 
piſcopal Zealots, anda multicude of 
Presbyterian Zealots , balancing the 
former; and between theſe two there 
lye a more indifferent ſort of people , 
whereof a great number care for none 
of theſe things z but others are more 
intelligent and conſiderate s and theſe 
ſeem to approve ſome things, and again 
to diſapprove ſome things on cither 
fide : As far as I have obſerved,the in- 
different ſort of men do accord with the 
Epilcopal way in affecting the Com- 
mon- Prayer-Book ; and thoſe among 


them, that are of any reckoning for 
worth 
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worth or honeſty , do alſo according 
to the Presbyterian way , afﬀfe& the 
, conſtant preaching of the Word, and 
the reſidency of Miniſters in their Pa- 
rochial Charges, and diſafte&t plura- 
lity of Benefices, Knowledge hath 
ſo increaſed that the people in general 
will more obſerve their Teachers Do- 
Rrine and conyerſation ; and the im- 
pertinencies of the one , andthe irre- 
gularities of the other ſhall not paſs 
without noting. The inſuffici-at, idle, 
and (ſcandalous will fall into contempr, 
and be ſlighted by the common peo- 
ple. The profanation of the Lnrds 
Day by open ſports and paſtimes is by 
the Civil part of the Nation account- 
ed ſcandalous, Furthermore, the 
preſent Age being more diſcerning, all 
ſorts affect a greater liberty of Judg- 
ment and Diſcourſe then hath been 
uſed in former times, Whercupon 
the State of this Kingdom requites a 
temper or medium between two ex- 
treams, to wit medium abnegations, 
in thoſe unneceſſary things where- 

in 
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in no accord can be expeced 
between the Parties, by aboliſhing, 
or not injoyning them, and we- 
dium participations, inthings neceſſary 
.to Order and Government , wherein 
the moderate of both Parties do calt'y 
comply with each other. When the 
State like a prudent Mother,not led by 
the paſſions of her angry Children, 
ſhall not engage in their quarrels on this 
or that {ade ; but ſettle ſuch a. tempera- 
meat for their common good, love and 
peace may enſue between the Parties, 
though difference of judgment till re- 
mains. . When the Nation ſhall nor 
eſpouſeto it ſelf the Intereſt of a party, 
but intirely reſerve ir (elf for the good 
of the Univerſality ; thoſe hor diſputcs 
and conteſts will of themſelves fall to 
the groundzand men of differcnt judg- 
ments will bz leſs fond of their own 
Opinions, when they obſerve that the 
State doth not judge its happineſs to 
reſt upon any of them,and thar the wel- 
fare of the Church and Kingdom con- 
fiſts without thera, 
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Sedtion XX Ve. . 

This Kingdom atter the removing 
of toundations,is by a marvellous turn 
re-eſtabliſhed upon its ancient bafis, 
And verily that which hath wrought 
the change will ſettle it z that which 
bath brought ſuch things to paſs will 
keep them where they are, at we do 
not overlook and ſleight it. And what 
was it but the conſent of the univerſa- 
lity, the Vote of all England ? This 
did produce an univerſal motion, ex- 
ceeding vehement, but not violent: 
For it wasnot againſt, but according to 
nature. All things having been out of 
place,and held ina ſtate preternatural, 
when the force was taken off, moved 
to their center and place of reſt,to wit, 
the ancient fundamental conſtitution. 
And for this cauſe the change was not 
terrible, but calm, kindly and un- 
bloody, Now as that natural incli- 
nation , which carries things to their 
reſting place, will keep them there, 
untill by violence they are forced 
| -” thence 5 
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theace 3. fo this conſent of the iiaivet] 
{ality , which produccd 2 kindly mg- 
tion of all chings to {ſettle ja their own 
place and order upon the right foun- 
dation, ,will keep them there, until ſuch 


. external torce thall come, as can break 


and diſfipatethe univerſality. VWhere- 
fore ſeeing this great revolution hath 
not happened by che prevailing torce 
of one -Party , but b; the unitrained 
motion of all Zz»gland, what realon is 
there that one Party ſhquld thruſt the 
other out ot its due place of reſt upon 
the common Foundation? When com- 
mon conſent bath aid this excellent 
Foundation of peace and quietnels-, let 
not the Superitructure of . particular 
unneceſſary forms caſt off tome as 2 
divided and rcjeced Party; bur let that 
which hath made peace keep peace g 
which by Gods help it will ſurely do, 
if timely obſerved and followed, 


Se#ion X X VI. 
We cannot gainlay but the compo- 
ſure of theſe differences hath much dit- 
| O 2 ficulty, 


- 
ficulty, and requires much prudence, 
care and patience in thoſe thatare at the 
helm of Government : Nevertheleſs 
it may beeffeRed, if the judicious on 
both ſides will give conſent 5 and they 
will give conſent, if they have a ſingle 
aim to procure the peace of Gods 
Church, and the increaſe thereof, and 
particularly the increaſe and ſtability 
of Proteſtant Religion: Suppoſe the 
Roman, Grecian , Armenian , Ethiopick, 
together with all the Proteſtant Chur- 
ches, yea and the whole Chriſtian 
world might ' be drawii into one 
Church-Communion and Order,upon 
as caſte tearms as Engliſh Prelaziſts and 
Presbyterians'may, it they have a heart 
toit, were it not prodigious unchari- 
rableneſs and fury of oppoſition to 
withſtand it £ As all the Lovers of 
Chriſtianiſm would purſue the Union 
of all Chriſtian Churches? upon ſuch 
rearms,ſfo ſhould all the Lovers of Pro- 
reſtantiſm purſue the Union of all 
Proteſtant Churches, ſeeing the Do- 
Qrines wherein they harmoniouſly a- 
gree 
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gree will enable them to keep) the Unity 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, it the 
heart be not oppoſite to the power of 
thoſe profeſſed Doftrines, To heal 
the wounds of the Proteſtant Caule, 
how glorious is it ? But to refuſe and 
withſtand this healing , how doth ir 
cauſe the Popiſh faction to glory a- 
gainſt us 2 Let n0t our adverſaries re- 
joyce, nor the uncircumciſed glory in onr 
ſhame, | 


Seftion XXVIL 

We have the examples of Chriſtian 
Princes, even of thoſe of the Roman 
Faith ; who wonld gladly have made 
up breaches in Religion among their 
people, by yielding in things of great- 
er moment in the Church of Rome, 
then any of the poiats in queſtion are 
among diſagreeing Proteſtants. In the 
Councilof Trent, Ferdinand the Em- 
perour, and Maximilian his ſon Kiag 
of the Romans , and the French King, 
and the Duke of Bavaria made it their 
buſineſs by their Embaſſadors, for qui- 
: O 3 eting 


(214) 
eting of their Pominions , that the 
Communion of the Sacrament in both 
kinds,the Marriage of Priefts,and Di- 
vine Service in the vulgar tongue 
might be allowed. Theſe things are 


of greater imp rtance among the Pa- | 


piſts , thenthe things now in queſtion 
are among theProteſtants of either per- 
ſwaſion, if we judge by their declared 
Opinions, and not by ſome hidden de- 
ſign : And thoſe forenamed Princes 
would jurely haye taken that way for 
uniting their people , had their power 
been independent in matter of Religi- 
ons but having dependance upon the 
See of Rome, they could do nothing 
without the Authority either of the 
Pope or the Council 5 from either of 
which they perceived after much in- 
ſtance, that ſuch Reformation could 
not be hoped for. Moreover thoſe 
Princes being of the Roman Faith, had 
a fairer pretence according to Popiſh 
Principles, toc uſh the diſſenting Pare 
of thcir Subj:s, by laying Herefte 
$9 their charge, and ſointimeto _ 
them 
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them out, then any Proteſtant State 
can have to extirpate the Picsbyteri- 
ans, Likewiſe the Emp*rour Charles 
the fifth, after his great Acchieyements, 
deſtgning to eſtabliſh an intire Domi- 


j nion in Germany, conceived that his 


way waSto unite the German Nation 
in point ot Religion, by a kind of refor- 
mation or Accommodation; for which 
he laboured ſo much in procuring and 
upholding the Trent- Council ; until at 
length deſpairing of his Sons ſuccchi- 
on in the Empire, he laid aſide all 
thoughts of reſtoring the ancicat Re- 
ligion in Germany, and by conſequence 
all care of the Council, though he 
continued many years after in the Im- 
perial Authotity, 

Now though all theſe Priaces were 
deceived in expecting ſuch a Union by 
m-ans of that Council, which by rea- 
ſon of divers and important Intereſts of 
Princes and Prelates,could not poſſibly 
have ſuch an end as was by ſome of 
them defired z yet herein they took nor 
their aim amils , that the re-uniting of 
HY | O 4 their 
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their broken people , by uſing a Tem- 
per and Accommodation, was the beſt 
way to keeptheir Eſtates intire, ' 


Setion XXVIIL 

I am the more importunate in preſ- | 
ſing home the motion of brothetly A- 
greement,conſidering the time , which 
may be the only rime: For the preſent 
condition of theſe Aﬀairs ſeem like to 
the ſtate of a fick body , which Phyfi- 
tians call a Criſzs , when nature and the 
diſcaſe are inthe <5 -of the conflic,to 
carry it for life or death, ' Peace and 
Concord in Religion ſeems now to ap- 
proach ro its Cr:ſ6s, whether ir ſhall 
prevail and live,' or dye and fail for 
ever : It may juſtly be feared that the 
time is now Or never : For if after ſo 
long and ſad div:{1ons and the calami- 
rous cffe&s thercof, an implacable ſpi- 
cit ſhall be ſeen ro bear ſway in this 
tine of reſtauration and expected un;- 
on, it may beget a deſpair of allfuture 
reconciliation. It afrer tuch and ſo long 
calamitics, all the concurring. circums+ 
hating I ſtances 
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Rances of the late Reyolution will nctk 
incline mens heares to Peace, what will 
doit? Thisisa day of gracious Viſt« 
cation, Hep England, #f iz th its 
day it knows the things that belong to its 
Peace! 3 


Hawing preſied - the Union by 
theſe Arguments , | proceed to 
remove certain impediments. 


Seion XX IX. 

One great impedimeat 1s an errone- 
ous judgment touching the times fore- 
going the late Wars, For as much as 
great and manifold diſtempers have 
happened and continued in this Land 
fince the beginning of theſe troubles, 
the defes of tormer times are quite 
forgotten, as it commonly comes to 
paſs, thatlatter miſeries, it drawn out 
ro any length, do drown the remem- 
berance of by-paſt cvilsz bur he who 
diſcerns only things at hand, ard not 
affar off, is puiblind, I abhor to take 

upon 
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«pon me the detence of our late di- 
ſtraged times, the diſtempers whereof 
I would not inany wiſc palliate, Ne- 
vertheleſs ler this be noted, diſtcmpers 
have their times of breeding as well as 
of breaking forth. Certainly that dif- 
mal Tempeſt which ſucceeded the 
long Calm ia this Nation, had its time 
of gathering inthe Clouds, To heal 
the ſymptomes of a diſeafe, its rooted 
cauſe being neglected, is but a pallia- 
tive cure, To take away the irregu- 
lariti-s of theſe latter times, and not to 
inquire into the former cauſes, is to 
hide, but not to heal the maladies of 
this Kingdom, 


Section X X X, 

Another errour which turns away 
mens eyes from beholding the true 
ſtate of their own affairs, is a contempt 
of the diſſenting Party , and of their 
Opinions, as fally and irrational ; with 
which is joyned a vain conceit, that 
the whole Party .with their Opinions 
would ſoon fall to the ground, it a = 

turbu- 
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eurbulent and factious ſpirits (as they 
pretend ) were taken out of the way. 
'his makes men to bear down their 
oppoſites more with ſcorn and contu- 
mely, then with any remperate and (o- 
lid reafoning- This makes men wi!fu}, 
precipitare, unmercitul, and puts them 
torward by rigid injunRions and ſe- 
vere inquifitions ro ſuppreſs thofe with 
whom they might walk in one way, if 
they themſelves did wals in love: But 
there is as little of Reaſon as Religion 
in this ſclf- admiring humour, Ic is the 
part of weak and felfiſh minds to con- 
tra& Religion to certain modes and 
forms which ſtand not by Divine 
Right, bur by the wills of men, 
and which are of little efficacy, 
and very difputable, and if ſup- 
poſed lawful , ought to be governed 
by the rule of Charity. To think that 
none is a good Chriſtian, a ſound Pro- 
teFant, a fit miniſter,that cannot ſub- 
ſcribe tb ſuch modes and torms, pro- 
ceeds from a narrow and ignoble 
judgment, Iris alſo as much pride as 

weak - 
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weakneſs to contemn the ſetled way 
of a knowing and (crious people , ſted- 
dy in their Principles and praQices, as 
it they were worthy of no regard, be- 
cauſe they diſſent in ſome points which 
in themſelves are of litcle momeat, 
This is for men to think, that jbey only 
are the p-ople, and that wiſdom ſhall 
dye with them. Noble and high cas 
pacities and judgments of a large and 
deep reach,do know they cannot ſquare 
the world by the narrow compals of 
thoſe conceived Principles that have 
poſſeſſed and ſeaſoned their own 
mindes : But they look alſo without 
themſelyes, rightly judging , that as 
they have their own peculiar Notions, 
ſo another ſort have theirs; and that di- 
vers men are Carried divers ways, as 
they are led by natural remper,cuſtom, 
education, or ſtudious inquires. They 
kaow. likewiſe that there is no con- 
ſtraining of all mindes to one perſwaft- 
on, without imbaſing their judgmen:s 
to pertect ſlavery, which we ſee purtin 
practiceinthe Antichriſian Kingdom 
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of the Papacy : Whereupon men cf 
vaſteſt parts and learning) and of true 
nobleneſs of judgment have been ever 
favourable- to thoſe which diſſented 
only in ſuch opinions, as amongſt 
wiſe and ſober men arc not with one 
conſent determined , unleſs their 
peculiar Intereſt were bound up in 
thoſe Opinions : For this noble- 
neſs of judgment , which natural- 
ly inclines to allow ones ſelf and others 
this righteous liberty,is ſometimes dri- 
ven back and ſtreightned by politick 
Intereſts. Verily a judgment truly 
noble is truly "Catholick ; and true 
Catholiciſm is moſt contrary to that 
which is ſo"called by pretended Ca- 
tholicks : For it is ro maintain Chriſtian 
Concord with all Chriſtians, as far as 
they hold Chriſt the Head. 


Setion XXX 1. 

It is incident to ruling mento cheriſh 
the paſſion of indignation againſt the 
diflenting Party, Hence ariſeth a great 
perturbation of judgment: For by _ 

on 
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ſon of the os of this paſsion, 
when diſſenters modeſtly aſſert their 
Principles , and dongtinſtantly com- 
ply as much as is expected , it is taken 
tor petulancy and peeviſhnels, When 
ſome degree of frowardneſs breaks 
forth , itis encountred with that ſeve- 
rity which hazards the undoing of the 
weak Part, that ſhquld-and might be 
healed : And their diſ-fatisfaction is 
judged the eff: of incurable pride 
and malice: This perturbation of judg- 
ment begets a great diſtemper ir pub- 
lick Councils. Wherefore let per- 
ſons bearing Rule watch over this dan- 
gerous paſsion, and dread its tyranny. 
Firſt,letnot perverſneſs be always im- 
puted to the non-compliancs of the 
inferiour Party. God hath put it into 
the Kings heart to extegd_compalsion 
to multicudes of His Loyal Subje&s,in 
raking off the rigour of ſundry impo- 
fitions in matters Ecclehaſticalz and 
they think it good to make uſe of thoſe 
His Majeſties Conceſsions , without 
the prejudice of any part of Religion, 
or 
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or of order and decency in the Church, 
Others that ſhould bave helped for- 
wards His Majeſties deſign of Peace, 
are offended , ſaying , The Presby- 
terians yield in nothing, the late indul- 
gence hath. made them more reſolved 
againft allpoints of Contormity z bur 
why ſhould their eye beevil becauſe 
His Majeſties eye is good 9 Have the 
Presbyteriays abated notbing , when, 
for peace lake they have declared a rea - 
dineſs to part with the Presbyterian 
platform of Church-Government , 
which is uſed in other Reformed 
Churches, and to ſubmittoa regula- 
ted Epiſcopacy; as alſo to wave the 
Direcory'for VV orſhip , and to accept 
a Reformed Liturgy ? Indiftcrent men 
would judge that this-is a good ad- 
vance towards peace,and that a cloſure 
is hereby really intended, But what 
havethe Prelatiſts done inteſtimony of 
their moderation ? Have they defiſted 
from the uſe of any one of the former 
Ceremonies, even ſuch as be not in- 
joyned by any Law or Canon? Sup- 

poſe 
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poſe ſome of the Presbyterians(be they 
few or many) do as yet forbear the 
uſing of ſome Forms , which they ap- 
prehend not ſimply unlawful , perhaps 
ſome reaſon of ſcandal may cauſe this 
 forbearance; otherwiſe to the injudici- 
ous they might ſeem to contradi their 
own Principles, out of ſervile fear, or 
for worldly ends ; and the malicious 
might - take occafion , though none 
were given,to reproach them 'tor rem» 
orizing. Now it concerns Chriſts 
iniſters to prevent, what in them lies, 
not onely a juſt, butevenan unjuſt and 
cauſeleſs contempr of their Miniſtry, 
Beſides, they are not willing that ſome 
perſons of good affections, but weaker 
judgments, ſhould take offence at their 
early and eafie compliance, and fo fall 
into down-right ſeparation. The Pres- 
byterlans attend a good Rctormation, 
and all neceſſary inlargement that may 
encompaſs and gather together in one 
all that arc of ſound belicf and good 
life, who have been ſo long ſcattered 


ab:oad, Nothing therefore appears 
ut 
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but that they have hitherto conſcienc j- 
ouſly and judiciouſly made uſe of His 
Majeſties Favour 3 and with gear 
thankfulneſ(s have they exp. cſſed tt:cir 
ſence thereof, in ttcir acknowledg- 
mentsto God and men - His Royal and 
Paternal Charity is precious to them, 

But ſuppoſe thar ſome of this way 
were guilty of ſome p.ovoking fro- 
wardneſs , ſhould grave Patriots and 
wiſe Counſcllors thereupon deſtroy 
the weak part, or rather heal it ? 
A prudent Father is not ſo provoked 
by the tubboraneſs of a Child as to 
caſt him out, and make him Ceſperates 
whileſt thee is yet hope concerning 
Lim, Iris meet indeed for Princes ta 
expreſs their juſt indignation, when 
Subjects preſuming on their clemency 
do not contain them(clves within their 
duty z and the ſcaſonable exp:eſſion 
of ſuch diſdain, wiſcly managed, is of 
orcat torce in Goverament 3 never- 
theleſs if it get the maſtery it 15 exceed» 
ing perillous- Ir was the Counſel 


of indignation that proceeded trom 
P R:hoboan's 
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Rehoboam's young Counſellors; 

But there is yeta greater miſchicf, 
when the cloud of this paſſion darkens 
the Underſtanding , -that it cannot di- 
ſtinguiſh between preſent diſ-ſatsfaRi- 
on, and incurable pride and malice, 
When a peoples preſent diſ-ſatisfacti- 
on about remediable grievances, ſhall 
be deemed- implacable enmity, com- 
monly pernicions councels. take place : 
Then ir will be ſuggeſted toa Prince, 
that the As of Grace beſtowed upon 
ſuch a people make them bur the more 
inſoleat: For none may hope to over- 
come pride by condeſcention , or 
inveterate malice by goed turns g 
which is indeed atrue ſaying, but per- 
verted by mil- application. Inthis caſe 
to judge rightly of things that differ, 
Jer a Prince conſider diligently whether 
the preſent averſeneis proceeds trom 
rooted Principles, and a fixed Intereſt, 
inconſiſtent withthe ſecurity of his E= 
ſtate zor from the preflures of the grie- 
ved Party, inthings which arc not the 


neceflary props. of his Power , and 
_.. 
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without which « greatneſs may well 
confaft ; and let him never queſtion the 
gaining of ſuch a people whoſe Prin- 
Ciples and deſigns are not againſt the 
true and proper Intereſt of bis Eſtate, 
whatſoever their preſent diſtempers bez 
forthe grievances being redreſled, time 
will wear out thoſe diſtempers: And 
in that caſe a people willnot lefs value 
their Prince , becauſe he yicldcth to 
them with reſpect to his own concern- 
ments z for they will not judge it a for- 
ced yielding , becauſe that proceeds 
from force whichis yielded tor preſent 
neceſlity, and againſt the main Iatereſt; 
but they will cleave to him the more, 
by diſcerning that his aad their good 
do agree in one z for it makes them 
hopethat he will ſcek their good as his 
own. When Governours reſznt the 
non-compliances of a party, their beſt 
remedy is.to remove the occafions , 
when it may be done without croſſing 
the Intereſts ot State or. Maximes ot 
Government; then will the honeſt- 
minded be mollified and monlded; and 
| . P32 t0- 
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towards the reſidue of obſtinate per- 
ſons, if the:e be any {uch, ſeverity will 
be uſed more ſuccesfully. Ir is the wiſe- 
dom of rulers by all means to leſſen of- 
fences, and to contra the number of 
oft-nders: For where there are many 
ſufferers upon a Religious account, 
whether in truth or pretence, there will 
be a kind of glory in ſuffering, and 
ſooner or laterit may turn tothe Ru- 
lers dettiment, 


SeionXXXI1. 

Another great impediment of pub- 
lick concord is an crroneous confidence 
in the more numerous Paity, that they 
need not ſcek nor mind the way of 
peace ; for they reckon themſclyes 
ſure ro carry it by the majer Votein all 
Councils and Conventions ; they ſec 
wind and tide ſerving them ; Butthey 
who conſider but tew things, do make 
a ſudden judgment, which common- 
ly falls ſhor:, Great proſperity oft- 
rimes blinds the wiſe as well as tools 
and great advantages divert the mind 

trom 
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from heeding many important circum- 
ſtaric's of a buſineſs, that the judg- 
ment made concerning it is moſt im- 
perfe@t: Wheretore in the preſent caf? 
it ſhould be minded, that the diſſenting 
party is not ſmall, that it is not made up 
of the rabble multitude,nor yer of Pha- 
natique ſpi.its, but of honeſt and ſober 
peopie, who a from principles of 
knowledge, and can render a reaſon of 
their practice, in things pertaining ro 
conſcience, with as much diſcretion as 
any fort of men in the Nation; that 
the inſtances which they make do 
not concern by-matters and mutable 
occafions, but matters of conſcience, 
that will never ceaſe nor vary; that 
they are not a party tar diſtant, but ve- 
ry near; I mean not only in reſpect ot 
place (tor ſo rhe Papiſts that live a- 
mong us cannot be far from us) bur 
of agreement in Principles ot Religion, 
that chey cannot be well ſevered nor 
kept ina divided State, nor yet be root- 
cd out; but they will grow up under 
the influence of the Doctrine profeſſed 
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;a the Church ot England; that in ma” 
ny Ccliberations they may be able to 
putthings toa ſtand, andin debares of 
great conſequence to lead the indiffe- 
xent ſort of men, and alſo many tempe- 
rate ſpirits of the other perſwaſion, by 
the apparent equity of their propoſals, 
All theſe things and more of the like 
nature, do challenge a dzc regard from 
thoſe that would ſee througha buſineſs, 
and make a pertect judgment, Beſides, 
the judicious ſhould confider not only 
the bulk and corps of a party, but what 
ſpirit doth quicken them,and with what 
vivacity and conſtancy their motions 
do proceed, and their Intereſt is pur- 
ſued, Ir comes alſo withinathe compaſs 
of this inquiry to know the intrinſick 
ſtrength of the Hierarchy, and what 
they can do when they ſtand by them- 
{clves alone, for their adventitious 
ſtrength may failthem: : We need not 
tel] them, that on their fide at preſent 
the advantage is very great, yet: haply 
1. may appear in ſhew greater then it is 
Indeed, Thoughthe Engliſh Nation 
2. appear 


(231) 

appear to affeR a itared Order in the 
Church, nevertheleſs they may not 
ſerve the deſigns of the Hierarchy, nor 
yet be conſcious thereot. Upon the 
late great revolution, the multitude 
do eaſily run from one extream to an 
other, thinking they cannot run too far 
from thoſe troubles and diſcompolures 
which laſt oppreſſed them, But as the 
prudent pondea their paths at preſent, 
ſo the paſſonace multitude may ar 
length know where they are, aad diſ- 
cern alike the evil of both ext:eams. 
Many that are lifted up may give of- 
fence, and fall under great diſpleaſure, 
they that are caſt down may be better 
adviſed by their ſufferings, and remove 
the occaſions of ſtumbling, and ſo be- 
come, if not indeared, yet inoffenſive 
tothe Nation, Such viciſficudes of love 
and hatred do happen inevery age, and 
there « no new thing under the 3un. 


Seftion X X XIII, 
Another obſtacle in the way of this 
conjunction is an opinion of many;that 
P 4 the 
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the ſure and only means of preventing 
ſchiſm, and maintaining unity in the 
Church, is by multiplying Ceremo- 
nial injunRions and Canons, by requi- 
ring full conformity ro controverted 
forms, which might well be ſpared, by 
exacting not only ſubmiſſion of pra- 
Rice, but aſſent of judgment declared 
by ſubſcription to all particulars of 
DoR ine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, in 
every jot and tittle thereof, But in very 
deed this is the ſure way of endleſs dil- 
ſention among a p-ople that are not 
botromed on this p'inciple of belic- 
ving as the Church believes: This kind 
of impoſing hath diſcompoſed all 
Chriſtendom, and rends the ſeveral 
Ciurches from each other, and makes 
the rent incurable, I- is the way of the 
Church of Rome, wb npon this account 
1s guilty of the touleſt ſchiſm that was 
ever made in the Chriſtian world, T: is 
a notable ſaying of Chillingworth, 
Not Proteſtants for rejeftin- , but the 
Church of Rome for impoſing en the 
faith of Chriſtians, Dottrines xnwri!ten 
F'; and 


and unneceſſary, = for diſtarbing th 
Charches peace, and dividing Unity it 
ſuch matters,u in an high degree preſump:« 
tuous and ſchiſmatical. Gods jea- 
lous for his worſhip, and conſcience: 
well informed and duly tender are like 
wile jealous concerning it , leſt the) 
ſhould provoke God to jealoulte. 
Mindes truly religious do ſet an higt 
price on matters of conſcience, and wil 
expoſe all to ſale rather then croſs thei! 
p:inciples. Wherefore if in matters 
of perpetual controverfic between god- 
ly wilc perſons, the Church ſhall make 
p-remptory Gecrees and ſevere injun- 
Rions, it muſt needs d:fſ':lyve the band 
ot unity. Butrhe beſt and ſureit means 
of preven ing 2nd {uppreſſiag Schiſms, 
is to prevent cor:upt adminiſtrations, 
and real ſcandals in matters Ecclefiaſti- 
call, and feaſonably to reform abuſes, 
and not to inte: polc in leſſer differen» 
ces. 


Setion XXXTY, 
Furthermore, a great prejudice is ta- 
ken 
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en up 2gainſt Biſhops ruling in conſo- 
vation with Presbyters, and againſt 
Claftical, or Presbyterian meetings, as 
nclining to FaRion, and likely to pro- 
luce alterations, which evils are fup- 
poſed to follow tbe diſtributing of the 
ower among many. Whereupon the 
government of a fingle. Perſon, or 2 
3iſhop having ſole Juriſditson, js ap- 
POny to be the ſureſt means of 
ceping Church affairs ina fixed ſtate - 
This prejudice having a great ſhew of 
truth, we muſt ſtoop to pry into it more 
narrowly. And firſt we have this poli- 
tical maxime to dire& us in this inqui- 
ry, thatthe condition of the people to 
be governed is the beſt rule of diſcern- 
ing the apteſt form of Gove:nmenr. 
And according to this principle we re- 
ſolve, that abſolute Prelacy is the on- 
ly Government to hold a people that. 
content themſelves with a cuſtomary 
ſervice,and the Religion of their Coun- 
try, and of their fore- fathers, whatſo- 
ever itbe, All Diſcourſes, Debates, 


D. ſputations, and all occaſions of = 
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teſt touching Religion,and particularly 
that exerciſe whichis called propheſy- 
ing, muſt be avoided, Bur this Go- 
vernment is not {o agreeable to a peo- 
ple that are given to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and try DoQrines, In Exglazd 
where the interior Clergy or Parochial 
Miniſtery is not rude and ignorant, but 
in a great part learned and conſcicnti- 
ous where the common people in 3 
great part try all chings, that they may 
bold faſt that which i good, the Eccleſi- 
aſtical juriſdiRion cannot conveniently 
reſide in 4 Prelate alone governing by 
ſevcre Canons, and denouncing ex- 
communication againſt all thoſe that 
expreſs any diſſent from any particu- 
lars of thereceived Forms of Worſhip 
and. Diſcipline, For among ſuch 2 
people, this is a likelier way to beget 
ſome greatdiſtemper, thento keep all 
in quietneſs and deep filence, But 2 
form of Government more free by di- 
ſtributing the poweramong many, and. 
regular meetings for free debates with 
in certain limits will be much more 
lie 1045.8 | peace- 


(236) 
peaceable and ſuccesful, It is here ac- 
knowledged that in ſuch an order of 
things diſſentions may ariſe, and cauſe 
ſome interruptions. Nevertheleſs no 
great inconvenience, but ſometimes 
much advantage may follow, The ſtir- 
rings of warm conteſts may be unadvi- 
ſedly condemned, For as Thunder 
purgetk the Air, ſo theſe ſtirrings may 
purge the Church from Corruptions 
ingendering in it, Lerthe frame and 
order of things be ſocſtabliſhed, that 
both parties may be made hopeleſs 
concerning facious attemprs of pro- 
moting this or thatextream, that the 
conteſts may not be on the one fide tor 
Dominion , nor on the other ſide for 
inordinate liberty , but on both ſides 
for Truths due freedom, and then they 
will end in peace, If great miſtakes 
ſhould ariſe in ſuch meetings, and ſeem 
tor a while to paſs currently, there may 
be found ſome perſons of that wiſe» 
dome, integrity and reputation, as to 
be able to (hew the tallacy, and tocon- 
vince thoſe of both ſides that intend 


uprightly 
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uprightly. In which caſe if they per- 
crive an evil ſpiriton work, and an <c- 
vil deſign hatching among ſome, they 
will turn away with indignation from 
the contrivers of ſuch milckicf, Wher- 
fore let the frame of Eccleſiaſtical po- 
litie lean neither towards Tyranny no 
Anarchy, bur be (ct upright for juſt li- 
berty, Let good orders be kept and 
priviledges not violated, and the grea- 
rer number of thoſe who mean honeſt- 
ly will not. be led intothe ſnare of f- 
Rion, Andſclfiſh ambitious pragma- 
cick ſpirits thattrouble them will cafily 
be detected and abandoned, 8 


Sefion XXXV. 

Unto this.reaſoning ler the authori- 
ty of an Emineat pacifique Biſhop be 
fiperadded , Concerning the way of 
order and ftability in the conjunction 
of Epiſcopacy and Presbytery. Biſhop 
Hall in his Diſcourſe, Iaticuled, A me- 
deſt offer of ſome meet conſpaerations 10 
the Aſſembly of Divines as Wcſtmin= 
er, commends the method of the 

FR Church 
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Church of Scotland for prevention of 
Errour and Herefie by agradual pro- 
ceeding fromthe parochial mecting to 
the Presbytery, from thence tothe pro- 
vincial Synod, and from thence to the 
general Aſſembly for determiningany: 
controverſic, faying, —--Thu bears 
the face of a very fair and laudable courſe, 
and ſuch" 45- deſerves the! approbation of 
«ll the well-willers to tbes Diſcipline.--- -- 
But let mie 28d; That ether we have or 
may have (inthis wery ftate of things,with 
ſome ſmall Variation) in effetF 1he. very 
ſame Goverimmen with ws, * Inſtead of 
Pres byreries con fiſting of ſeveral :PaFors, 
we have our combinations of Minifters in 
our ſeveral Deanries,. over whom the ru- 
rat Dean is choſen every year by the Min 
Fers of that Diviſion, as their Molera- 
tor, This Deanry or Presbytery may be 
enjoyned 10 meet every moneth, or ofiner, 
in ſome City or Town -nex#t0 them; and 
there they miy have their exerciſe of Pro- 
phecying, as 1 bave known it praiſed in 
ome parts of this Kinydom, as it is ear- 

neſtly wiſhed and recommended by that 
 Exvillemly 
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FExcellently Learned Lord Verulam in 
hs prudent Confuderations ; where if an 
Lweſtion fail of determination, it may bs 
referred gradually from the leſſer to the 
greater Aſſemblies, till it be brought 10 4 
National Syned.In the ſame difeourſethe 
ſaid Bulhop commends one conſtant, 
prudent, vigilant Overſeer, fuperadded 
10 a Grave, Judicious Presbytery,with- 
Out concurrence of which Presbytery, 
the Biſhop or Overſeer ſhould not take 
upon bim to infli Excommunication, 
or any other important Cenſure, 


Having diſcovered certain gene- 
ral Impediments, I proceed to 
Argue upon the particular 
Concernments of the Kang, 

. - of the Nobility and Gentry, and 

. of the Epiſcopal Clergy. 
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Es Seftion XXXVI. 

His Majeſtics Coticerament'in this 
grand Afeair tranſcends the particular 
concernments of all others, whether 
Partics or Perſons, and that beyond all 
compariſon:Others may advancethem- 
ſelves and Familics by the preſent oc- 
caſions, and give over in time when 
they have builded their own houſes. 
Many, and perhaps the moſt, if chan- 
ges come, may retreat and ſerve the 
Times for their own ſecnrity 5 but the 
King never deſcends from the Stage of 
'publick Aﬀtion, and can never ceale to 
be iaterefſed in His people. Others 
having much to get and little to loſe, 
may make themſ:lves by preſcat ad- 
vancages s but the King hath little to 
get, bur much to ſecure; and nor. the 
preſent qccſtonal and murable 2dyan- 
rage, put perpetual ſtability is His In- 
rexcſt, His Majeſty hath worthily 
gained the Repuration of a Wiſe 2nd 
Gracious Prince, of an excellent ſpi- 


cit and temper for thele times : And 
; truly 
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( ruly a Prince as wile as Solomon, hath 
no \Viſedom to ſpare from the weight 
of theſe bufineſles, Let the God ot 
the ſpirits of all fleſh, and the Father 
of Lights, continually give to His Ma- 
jeſty a large heart, and comprehenſive 
Underſtanding , that may ſee far and 
near, and fetch within its compaſs all 
circumſtances, conſequents and mo- 
ments that are requiſite tothe forming 
of a perfe& judgment concerning thele 


great Aﬀeairs. 


Sefton XXXVII Se 
After ſo long a War between King 
and Parliamenr, and after all the chan- 
ges in Governmeat, the King being at 
length reſtored to His full Power and 
Greatneſs, and ihe people being (ati- 
ated with Ciyil Warres, tumulrs and 
changes ; it may be concluded, that 
they will not cafily run the hazard of 
aberting any Parti-s, in contradigion 
ro Him: Bur this is happily or unhap- 
pily ſuggcſted, as itisturned toa good 
or a bad uſe:: Though cvil Counſels 
may 
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mayturn it to a bad uſe, yet.it yields un- 
ſpcakable advantage ro the wholeſome 
Counſels both of King and People,for 
the good of both. The people knowing 
that acquicicence in preſent things is 
their beſt ſecurity , will not be given to 
change; and the King knowing the peo- 
ples indiſpolition to abet a change, will 
havelittle occaſion of jealoufic. And 
their mutuall confidence , which is the 
{trongeſt bond ot peace, will lead them 
without rub or let into a ſetled mutuall 
happineſs. Burit is not good adviceto 
neglect a peoples intereſt, or to uſe 
them with leſs regard, becauſe they are 
willing to hug their own peace in any - 
tolerable condition. The Soveraigns 
greatneſs, and the peoples freedom, 
are but one fabrick reſting upon the 
ſame fundamental conſtitution, It you 
ſhaxe the one, you ſhake the other alſo, 
I deteſt and abhorre the tumults and 
inſurreRions of the people, and the re- 
liſting of the Soveraign power. Let 
wickedneſs proceed from the wicked, 


But let none that ſcek a righteous end 
pr” tread 
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tread in unrightcous ways: let no wel- 
minded perſon be drawn into ſuch 2 
ſnare of reproach and ruine. Iam per- 
{waded that the generality of the Pres- 
byterian denomination would indure 
extremities, before they would revenge 
or defend themſelves by unlawtull 
means , as rebelling againſt their law- 
full Soveraign, As Ifinde my own 
heart, ſodol judge of others, _ Ne- 
vertheleſ(s let a wiſe Prince conlider, 
that the divine providence can by ways 
without number change the face and 
ſtate of things, when a disſatisficd con- 
{cientious party ſhall not ſtir one foot 
to indeavour a change. Wherefore 
let Counſels of ſatety and ſtability take 
place, that a Princes intereſt may ſtand 
firm againſt all aſſaults of un:xpeced 
accidents, 


Section XXX VIIL. | 
It hath been judged a Maxime in 


_ Policy, thatto head faction is agree- 


able ro one aſpiring to (overaignty, but 
not to one poſſeſſed ot ir, Allothatto 
Q 2 uphold 


Un 


uphold diviſion is the way to ſubdue 
a people, but nor to hold them in firm 
obedience, when ſubbu'd. Machiavel 
ſhews the inconvenience that atiſeth to 
a Prince by holding a people under 
his Government divided into faRions, 
becauſe he will be inclined (as all by 
nature are ) to take part in any thing 
that is divided, and to be pleaſed more 
with this then with that party , where- 
upon the other is diſcontented, And he 
brings in a pertinent ſtory, Thatin the 
year 1501, a Gentleman ſent by the 
King of France into [taly , to cauſe re- 
ſtitution of certain loſt Towns to the 
Florentines, finding in every one of 
thoſe Fortreſſes men, who, when they 
came to viſit him, ſaid, that they were 
ot ſucha faction, much blamed their 
diviſion, ſaying, that in France, if one 
of the Kings ſubjects ſhould ſay he were 
of the Kings party, he ſhould be puni- 
ſhed, becauſe ſuch a ſpeech would fig- , 
nifie no leſs then that there were in the 
Country people enemies to the King z 


whereas the King willeth that all choſe 
Towns 


(2 

Towns be his - and united with- 
in themſelves. Let me 1:chea: ſe the 
Counſell of our late Soveraign to His 
Majeſty that now is--- - Take heed of 4- 
betting any Fattion , or applying to any 
publick d:ſcriminations in matters of Re- 
ligion, contrary to what is in your own 
Judgement, and the Churches well ſettled, 
Tour partial adhering as head to any one 
ſide, gains you not ſo great advantages in 
ſome mens hearts, who are prone to be of 
their Kings Religion, as it loſeth you in 
others, who think themſelves and thetr 
profeſion firit deſpiſed, then perſ-cu- 
ted by you. Take ſuch 4conrſe 4s may 
either with calmneſſe and charity quite 
remove the ſeeming differences and of- 
fences by impartiality ; or ſo order affairs 
in point of power , that you need not 10 
fear or flatter any Fattion.--Now if the 
caſe were ſuch, that one party were the 
Kings onely Confidents, and that the 
other cannot be faichtul ro him upon 
immutable grounds and reaſons, then 
policy would adviſe him ſo to order 
things in point of power , that he need 

not 
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not fear nor flatter the adverſe party, 
But it is evident that the Presbyteri- 
ans loye the King,and Kingly Govecrn- 
ment, and account themſelves happy in 
His Majeſties clemency,allowing them 
2 juſt and inoffenfive liberty in certain 
matters of Conſcience. Ir is alſo evi- 
dent to ll impartial Judgements, that 
his Majeſties calmnets and charity may 
remove the ſceming diff-rencies, and 
offcnces on their part. They are rea- 
dy to comply with Epiſcopacy re- 
gulared , and Liturgy corrected ; and 
they preterrc union by accommodation 
efore Toleration with Diviſion, 


Seftion XXXIX. 

Ifit be obieed, that the King by 
carrying an even hand between both 
parties will inſure neither, for both will 
remain disfatisfi-d ; I reply, this argu- 
ment were of force, if the differences 
muſt remain uncompounded , and the 
parties publickly divided into two op- 
polite ſocieties ; but we lay this for a 


2r0und-work , that theſe twain are to 
F2 | be 


i, 
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be made one as to publick communion 
in divine worſhip, and to an agreement 
in one common intereſt relating both 
rothe Proteſtant Religion and to this 
Kingdom, which His Majeſties wiſe- 
com may accompliſh by a prudent 
diſpoſing of thoſe things which indiffe- 
rently belong to both, and wherein 
they both agree; and in divers things 
thatare peculiar to this or that fide, he 
may gratifte the one and the other with 
moderation , as when the favours 
vouchſafcd tothe one are not injurious 
_ tothe others peace: In which caſe in- 
deed , here may remain men of diffe- 
rent perſwaſions , but not of divi- 
ded parties and intereſts, Befides, if 
ſome on either hand ſhould become 
turbulent, and cry we will have all or 
none, yet the greater namber, yea the 
main body of either fide may be found 
of calmer judgments and aff-ctions, 
who together with a multitude of wiſe 
and weil minded perſonsthat are indif- 
ferent between both perſwaſions, 
would cauſe the violent ones to keep 

Q 4 within 
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witt in bounds, And as many of thoſe 
paſſionate men 2s have any judgment 
will diſcern, that they are without hope 
of prevailing, and diſadvantage them- 
ſelves by oppoling the common inte- 
reſt and quiet of the Nation. 


Sefion X L. 

His Majeſty is a gieat King, he is 
King indeed, and reigns in great power 
overa willing people, He hath in his 
hands the joyat ſtock or common in- 
rereſt of the whole Nation, Neither 
of theſe grand partics can ſubſiſt 
without him z andthis gives him aſſu- 
rance, that they are and muſt be both 
tis. fr is manifeſt that his intereſt 
hath gotten the preheminence over all 
partial intereſts, as indeed it ought. For 
it the Prince be not inthis regard tranſ- 
ſcencent, he is ready tobe laid low, 
Wiſe men inſorm us, that a Prince by 
adhering to one Fa&ion , may in time 
lift it up aboye his own Imperial inte- 
reſt, which will be forced togive way 
t0 itasthe leſler tothe greater. Ang 

; the 
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the prime leaders of the potent FaQion 
will ſway morethen the Prince himſelf. 
They will become arrogant, unthank- 
full, and boundleſs in their ambitious 
defignes, Ir is obſerved of Henry the 
Third of Fraxce, that he would be ta- 
ken into the League with the Princes 
of his own Kingdome to root out the 
Proteſtants, and after awhile the ſame 
League was turned againſt him. A 
Prince may be ſo intangled, that he 
ſhall not know how to winde out of 
thoſe wayes wherein he hath ſo far in- 
oaged himſelf; neither ſhall he be able 
to turn himſelf tothe neceſſity of his 
own affairs as new accidents ariſe, 
Then is a Prince truely potent when he 
hath all particular FaRions lying at his 
feet, andcan compel them to live in 
peace with one another, This isthe po- 
rency of our Soveraign Lord this day. 
For he is alone, and there is none be- 
fides him, on whom the Nation can - 
have any ſtable dependance. Where- 
fore let His Majeſties high concern- 
ments be the primam mobile to _ 
- abour 
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about all the interiour Orbs in our po- 
lirical world. 


SefFion X LI. 

His Majeſty hath gained his peoples 
hearts, and is glorious in their eyes,and 
by his continued clemency he will not 
fail to hold them faſt ro himſelf, He 
defires togove:n well, and they de- 
ſire to be well governed, and ſeck no 
greater liberty. In ſome tender points 
of Conſcience they wait upon his in- 
dulgence, and are willing to cloſe with 
uniformity, not in rigour, but in ſome 
convenient latitude and relaxation: 
There is an yielding that is no way ab- 
ject , but generous and advantageous, 
a Princely condeſcention , whereby a 
King becomes more abſolute, and may 
have what tie will from his loving ſub- 
jets, And they will no leſs fear him 
thenlove him , as knowing both his 
- goodneſs and his greatneſs. For he is 
great indeed to whom the hearts of 
three Nationsarc linked; and itis mo» . 
rally impoffible that ſo vaſt a people 

ſhould 
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ſhould at once be loſt to a King who 
continues to deſerve well of them, and 
to make them his tayourites. And then 
what perſon or party ſhal dare to ſleight 
his Government, whole intereſt and in- 
fluence is of ſo large extent 


X LII. 

There is a ſaying, which by many 
hath been taken up for a proverb. Vo 
Biſhop, no King, -1 do not well under- 
ſtand the riſe ot this ſaying, and there- 
tore dare not ſpeak in derogation of 
their judgments who were the Au- 
thors of it, But upon the matrer it ſelf, I 
crave leave ro make this modeſt Anim- 
adverfion, And firſt,it is ſome degrad- 
ing tothe tranſcendent intereſt of Sovc- 
raignty,to affix unto it a neceſſityof any 
one partial intereſt for its ſupport : for 
independency and ſelt-ſubſtence, with- 
out leaning upon any Party, is a Prince 
his ſtrength and glory, Alſo it makes 
that Party over-confident, and its op- 
poſite too deſpondent. Such ſayings 
as import a Princes neceſlary _—_— 

ence 
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dence en any particulzr Party, may in 
the mouths ot ſubjects be too preſump- 
tuous, and inthe mouth of a Prince too 
unwary. But of this particular I dare 
not fo ſpeak, in as much as I know not 
its riſe and reaſon, Only this I humbly 
conceive, that the coalition of Epiſco- 
pacy and Pcesbytety, ſets torth a Biſhop 
n conjunction with Presbyters, of no 
leſs dependence on the ſoveraign, and 
of more influence on the people, then 
a Biſhop having ſole juriſdigion can 
have in the preſent age, 


Seftion X LIII. © 

As concerning the Nobility and 
Gentry of this Kingdom, who tor the 
greater part are ſaid ta favour Prelacy, 
'Fhey cannot in reaſon be offended at 
ſuch a regulated Epiſcopacy,when they 
ſhall behold its order and harmony, 
and tendency toa general peace, Ir 
ſeems agreeable to their Noblen<ſs, to 
affe& 2 comely and venerable Order 
inthe Church tor the honour of Reli- 


gion. And let them judge whether the. 


Wor- 
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Worſh'p of God be more holy and re- 
yerend tor thoſe many Geſticulations 
and various poſtures enterchangeably 
uſed in parts ot divine Service that are 
of the {ame kinde, and require equall 
Reverence, Whether a grave habit of 
Civil decency for a Miniſter, is leſs de- 
cent in facred Adminiſtrations then 
ce:tain other Veſtments which ſome 
ſcruple, as conceiving that holineſs is 
placed in them ? Whether a Church 
ſetled by limited Epiſcopacy , cannot 
attain to its due veneration without the 
Hierarchical dominion and ſplendor : 
The reduRion of abſolute Prelacy to 
Epiſcopal preſidency here deſired, 
may concern the Nobility and Geatry 
as well as others. For as others may 
be oppreſſed, fo theſe may be over- 
ropped, Exceſſive power is common- 
ly exerciſed b:yond their intentions, 
that are cagerto ſet itup, And they 
that thought onely of cruſhing a party 
offenſive rothem, may at length finde 
themſelves obnoxious , or at leaſt neg- 


leRed and undervalued. Oa the _ 
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fide, they have little cauſeto fear that 
which is commonly ſo much dreaded, 
namely the exceſſive rigour of difci- 
pline from a preſident Biſhop, and 
grave Presbyters joyntly governing, 
For it is ſuppoſed that no a of Diſc:- 
pline ſhall be exerciſed againſt or be- 
fides the Lawes of the Land, which can- 
not be made without conſent of the 
Nobles and Commons in Parlia- 


menr, 
Section X LIV. 


Letthe Epiſcopal Clergy admit an 
addreſs ro themlelyes touching their 
own concernments: Peradyenture they 
cither ſuſpe& or diſdain the counſel of 
one that may ſeem an adverſary ; bus 
whatcyer they apprehend, it is the 
counſel of one who with his whole 
heart defires that they may not miſcar- 
ry, who accounts them too precious to 
beloſt ro theig brethren, it they will 
permit themſelves upon any reaſona- 
ble tearms to be gained; who would 


gladly walk with them by the ſame 
Rule 
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Rule in things received in common, 
which are ſufficient for Chriſtian con- 
cord, and ſhould be fo acknowledged 
by all that mind the things of Chriſt 
more then their own things. Were I 
a true haterof that Party, or a righr 
Phanatick, I ſhould wiſh tor their vio- 
leat irruption upon the Presbyterians 
even as vehemently as now I purſue 
the deſign of peace; and1I verily think 
my realoning , however it takes with 
them, will convince them of my good 
intention : if they decline moderate 
counſels, and reſolve torun high, they 
may attain to alofty ſtanding 3 how- 
beit they will always ſtand ona pina- 
cle : In alittle time they have greatly 
inlarged their borders and lengthened 
their cords; it were good that now they 
ſhould ſtrengthen their ſtakes, and 
make good their ground: By modera- 
tion only can they be eſtabliſhed. 
Some may fay in their hearts, The 
bricks are fallen downe, but we will 
build with hewen ones ; the Syco- 


mores are cut down, out we will change 
them 
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them into Cedars, Indeed their ad” 
vantage is well known; nevertheleſs 
ler them confider their conſtaat 
ſtreagth, and accordingly limit their 
hopes; for this is an high point of wiſc- 
dom. Let them that have gotten a 
vicory uſc it wiſely , and take care that 
they loſe it not in hope of a greater, 
The ifſue of things oft times hath pro- 
ved unfortunate to thoſe that have 
waxed inſolent and unreaſonable upon 
unexpected ſucceſſes, There is nota 
greater errourthen to refuſe tearms of 
Agreement that are profered by a 
Party which cannot be rooted out, 
but will be always conſiderable cither 
as friends or enemies, eſpecially when 
thoſe tearms do compriſe ſome part of 
their viRory that ſhould accept them. 
Let the Epiſcopal Clergy obſerve the 
ſpirit of the Nation, and the conditi- 
onof the Times, that they may right- 
ly comprehend the meaſure of their 
own hopes. The Engliſh are a gene- 
rous Nation, and as they delight in the 


Majeſty and Glory of their King, fo 
allo 
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alſo in 'the ſplendid condition of ſub< 
ordinate Governours, that their man- 
ner of living be in ſome ſort conform- 
able to the dignity and opulency of the® 
Nation: Accordingly they ſeem to 
take ptcaſure that the Eccleſiaſtical 
State be upheld by a fair Revenue and 
comperent Dignity, yet with moder-- 
tion: For it the Clergy do riſe to 
Princely or Lordly wealth and power, 
they may become the enyy of t1c No- 
bility and Gentry : Ler them remem- 
ber, they ſtand by Grace, not by their 
own ſtrength, bur by their P.ince His 
Favour, The Nation in gene:al may 
be taken with a grave and maſculine 
decency ia all Sacred things ſutable to 
their ſpiritual Majeſty z but I make a 
Queſtion whether in this noon-tide of 
the Goſpel they will fall in love with 
exceſſive gaudine(s , pompeus ſhews , 
and various affeRed geſtures in Sacred 
Adminiſtrations and not rather eſteem 
them vanities roo much detraRing 
from the dignity and puri'y of Goſpe'- 
Worſhip, Ia this noon-tide of the 

R Got- 
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Goſpcl the Biſhops cannot magnifie 
their Office but by other courſes then 
what were taken in former and darket 
times. Meer formalities will no long- 
er dazle our eyes: We ſhall think they 
have work of an higher nature, then 
to look only to the obſervation of out- 
ward Forms, and Rites, ann Ceremo- 
nies: they muſt make a nearer approach 
to the Presbyterian practice inthe con- 
ſtant Preaching of th: Word, inthe 
|t.;& obſervation of the Lords Day,in 
keeping atrue watch over the Flock, 
and in correcting the real ſcandals that 
break forth in mens converſations: 
And if they walk in theſe paths, the 
Prelatiſts and Presbyterians will not be 
far aſfunder. Perhaps the friends of 
Prelacy may imagine, that in this coa- 
lition Presbytery may at length under» 
mine Ep:ſcopacy z but reaſon ſhews that 
Epiſcopacy will ſtand more firm in con- 
junRion with Presbytery, then by it (elf 
alone, . 
In thebody natural there is ſome pre- 
dominant humour, as ſanguine, cbelt- 
FIG rick, 
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rick, melancholy, or phlegmatick z yet 
none of theſe do ſubſiſt alone without 
the mixture of the reſt ina due tempe 
rament. Inlike manner the Body E 
Clefiaſtical may be of ſeveral complex- 
ions or conſtitutions, as Epiſcopal, or 
Presbyterial, according to the predomi- 
nant quality, Now if the Prezbyterian 
Churches would become more firm 
and ſtable by the ſuperintendency 
of one grave Preſident, (and the truth 
is, inall Presbyteries there appeareth 
ſome Epiſcopacy eithet formal or vertu- 
al) ſo an Epiſcopal Chu:ch may be 
judged more firmand ſtable by a Bi- 
ſhops ſuperintendency in conſociation 
with affiſtant Presbyters, And to re- 
movethe fear of the ihcroachments of 
Presbytery , it is cafe to diſcern, that 
Epiſcopacy if it contains it ſelf within 
moderate bounds, will be always in 
this National Church the predomi- 


nant quality, 
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Inthe Concluſion of this Diſcourſe 
+ let me offer theſe few Eſsayes 


concerning the pathes of peace. 


Section X L V. 

The glorifying and pleaſing of the 
higheſt Porentate and univerial Mo- 
narch, and the eternal happineſs of im- 
mortal precious ſouls, are the moſt no- 
bleand bleil:d ends of Government. 
Let his Majcſtics Reign, be happy and 
lorious in attaining theſe cads, A 
Chriſtian King eſteems it the. excellen- 
cy of his regal Power to hold and ma» 
nage it aSthe ſeryant of Jeſus Chtiſt , 
to be a Protector. of the true Church, 
the Body of Chriſt the. Lambs wife, 
for whoſe redemption Chriſt dyed,and 
for whoſe. gathering and perte&ing, 
the world.is continued. Itis the Cha- 
raQer of this true Church, ro make the. 
holy Scripturesthe perfe& rule of their 
faith and life, to worſhip God »n ipirit 
and in truth, according to the _ 

an 
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and ſpiritual! worſhip of the Goſpel, to 
walk by the rule of the new Creature 
in ſpiricual mcrtification and crucifixi-, 
ontothe world, to ſtudy holineſſe in 
finceriry , to ſtrive to adyance it in 
themſclves and others, and to have in- 
fluence upon others unto ſound 
knowlecge, faith, humility, godlinefle, 
Juſtice, remperance,charity. The truc 
Church lies in the middle between two 
extreams\, Formalifts and Fanaticks, 
They are of circumſpe& and regular 
waiking , no way forward in attempt- 
ing or defiring alterations in a civil 
State, A Ptince doth hold them in 0- 
bedience under a double bond. For 
they know they muſt needs be (ubje&t 
not onely for wrath, bur for conſcience 
ſake. Indeed we will not conceal, that 
in lawfui wayes they afſerc that liberty 
which is ſetled by the known Laws and 
fundamental Conſtitutions, the main- 
eaining whereof isthe Priac's as much 
as the Peoples ſatety. 
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Sefion XLVTI. 

That being the happieſt politic that 
is founded ia true Religion, and moſt 
Fully ſuited to mens everlaſting con- 
cernments, it greatly behoyeth Goyer- 
nors to mark and ayoid thoſe things 
- which bring Religion into contempt, 
and tend tothe increaſe of Atheiſm and 
infidelity, The many various Secs and 
abſurd opinions and fancies, and 
pretended Revelations of theſe latter 
times, have much leſſened the reye- 
rence of Religion in England, This is 
agreat evil, and much oblerved and 
decryed by the preſcat times, There is 
another evil no leſs injurious to the 
honour and eſtimation of Chriſtian 
piety, to wit, Ceremonial ſtrinels 
with real prophaneſs,or atthe moſt buc 
lukewarmneſs inthe real part of Reli- 
gion, And this is the true ſtate of the 
Papacy, by occaſion whereof Atheiſts 
have ſoabounded in /taly. Machiavel 
obſerves in his time, thar Chriſtianity 
was no where leſs honouted then in 

Rome. 
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Rome , which is the pretended Head 
thereof. Letthis evil be ſeen, preycart- 
ed and remedied, that the ſacred name 
of the Church be given to a ſociety not 
carnal, butrruly ſpiritual, according 
to that ot the Apoſtle, We are the Cir< 
cumciſion which worſhip God in the ſpirit, 
and rejoycein Chriſt Feſws, and have no 
confidence in the fleſh, 


Setion X LV IL | 

It is the preteminence of His Maje- 
ſty, as General Biſhop of the Land, 
(for ſo He isin 2 political fence) co viſit 
His people of all ranks by His prudent 
inſp:Rion: And it is worthy of His 
chicfeſt care and ſearch ro kaow whe- 
ther every Paſtor be refident with his 
own Flock, and d»th conſtantly on e- 
very Sabbath reach them the good 
Knowledge of God; what Pluraliſts 
do ſcize upon ſeyeral Congregations, ' 
thruſting or barring out laborious Mt- 
niſters, and leaving the ſheep in the 
hands of one whois a meer mercinary, 
and careth nor for them 3 whether 
R 4 Preaching 
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Preaching in Cathedral Churches be 
more frequent fince the reviving of 
Deans and Chapters then before, when 
thoſe places were ſuppli:d by one or 
two ſtipendiary Miniſters; whether 
the Precints of Cathedrals be the pu- 
reſt parts of the Land, and the Mem- 
bers thereof the pureſt parts of the 
Clergy, as in reaſon they ought to be, 
In all His Majeſties ſuperintendency 
there is nothing of greater moment,then 
to providethat the Order and Frame of 
Ecclefiaſticks have not a tendency to 
make the ſuperior Cle:gy proud and 
covetous, and the inferior poor and vis 
C1Ous, 


SefFion XLVIII, 

A good Conſticution or Frame of | 
Ecclefiaſtical Politie is incomparably 
more available to produce good effects, 
then good Canons or gocd Governors 
can be where the Conſtitution is 
n?ught: For in ſuch a ſtate goad Ca- 
nons and good Governours will not be 
avle coretorm abuſes and correct ſcan- 
| dals, 
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dals, and promote the true gnd of 

Church Diſcipline, 
In the Trent-Council the Papalins 
or the Popes Creatures held this for a 
maxime, That the Decrees of Reforma- 
ion cou'd not diminiſh the prefits of the 
Court of Rome , as long as the Authort- 
ty of the Apoſtolique See was not impair- 
ed, The Couucil being thded, and the 
Decrees com. ng to be 1atified by the 
Pope, andthe Officers of the Court 
vgrerpa farms lofles ang prejudices 
by the Ratiication, and the Pope there- 
by perplexed, and the Cardinals divi- 
ded in their Opinions, one Biſhop, a 
man well converſant in Court Aﬀeairs , 
ſaid , That he could not chuſe but wonder 
at this, great fear concerning the confirma- 
tion frke Decrees, which he ſaw aid ariſe 
without reaſon; for that Lawes have no 
| power but what us given them by bim that 
Governethz That jhe Pope by hy Expe- 
ſition might give them alarger or a ſtrict- 
er ſence; yea, and contrary to that which 
the words do import , That he might or- 
dain a particn/ar Congregatian for ex- 
pouna- 
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pounding the Council, and affeitually pre- 
vide that nine ſhould be able to alleadge 
the Decrees in prejudice of the Court, 
The Pope was ſatisfied with theſe rea- 
ſons , being perſwaded that ir would 
fall outas the Biſhop had ſaid : And ſo 
the Decrees of Retormation proved of 
nocffe& to rgform the enormitics of 
the Court of Rome: By this it appears, 
that new Laivs and Decrees work little 
where a corrupt Frame remaincth (ti! 
in force. If in ſuch a ſtate of things 
good men promoted to Government 
ſhould do their utmoſt to rule well, 
they are no more able to reform the 
Churches committed to them, then the 
two Cat's to reform the Roman Coms« 
mon-wealth , when it was wholly cor- 
rupted and outof frame, Beſide, in 


a corrupt frame of Politic there are 


theſe two great evils; the one, that 
good men will ſoon degenerate ; the 
other, that bad men led by ambition 
and avarice, will by Arts proper to the 
times morecaſily get promotions: and 
a good Prince ſhall ſec it and nor y_ 

ow 
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kow to helpit. Thar Politic, whethe: 
Civil or Ecceliaſtical, is well conſti- 
ruted, That in its frame is apt to bridle 
humane deſires; butthar is ill conſtis 
ruted which lets Jooſe the reins to ap- 
petite, No iunRion or calling is cx- 
empred from the corruption that is in 
the world through luſt, And the gran- 
deur of this world is not more peril- 
_ to any then to Eccleſiaſtical per; 
ONS, 


SeFion X LIN 

Ic is a fingular excelleacy in any 
frame of Politic, that the power of do- 
ing good be very ample, and thata 
power to hurt be as much contracted 
and reſtrained as the ends of Govern- 
ment will permit: And verily no wiſe 
and gracious perſons would willingly 
be tempted with a power to hurt, if 
they be ſufficieatly impowered to do 
good without it : Beſides, itis an odi- 
ous power, and makes the Office hate» 
tul, Nowthe way to this happy Or- 
der of things is obyious. Let not le- 
vere 
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vere Lawes and Canons, concerning 
things diſputable and unneceflary, 
which may inſaare the conſcicnces of 
godly , orthodox and peaceable per- 
ſons, remainin force, The moſt zea- 
lous aſſertors and rigid impoſers of Ce- 
remonies acknowledge, that they are 
not neceſſary parts of Worſhip : the 
declaring , That holineſs is not tobe 
placed inthem , is thcir beſt defence a- 
gaink the charge of wil-worſhip. Ther- 
tore to ſuſpend and filence able and 
painful Miniſters, to vex and puniſh 0- 
ther godly Ghriſtians that cannot ſub- 
mit tothofe Ceremonies , is to procure 
much evil without a benefit to counter» 
vail it, A power of doing much harm 
and little good, is unhappily placed in 
any fort of men, but «ſpecially in 
Chriſts ſpiritual officers, who accord- 
ing to the Apoſtles words , have recci- 
ved authority from the Lord, for edifi- 
cation, and not tor deſtruction, 


Seftion L': 
The moſt renowned Polititian ob- 
ſerves 
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ſerves, that thoſe Kingdams, Repub- 
licks, and ſecs. of Religions ſubſiſt 
longeſt, that are often regewed or 
brought back to,their firſt beginnings. 
For the beginnings of all cheſe muſt 
needs contain ſome goodneſs inthem , 
by. means whereof they. riſe totheir 
firſt reputation, and increaſe, Now in 
proceſs of time that goodneſs will be 
overgrown by corruption; and unleſs 
ſomerhing happen to reduce it to the 
juſt mark, thoſe Socicties muſt needs 
be deſtroyed, And touching Religi- 
ons, he proves theſe Refarmations ne- 
cellary by the .cxa mple of the Roman 
Religion, ſaying, —— 1f it had. not 
been reduced again-to.its principles by St. 
Francis, awd St, Dominick, it would. 
have been quite defaced, For theſe by their 
poverty, and imitation of Chriſts life , 
made a new impreſiion thereof in mens 
minds, which wasquite blotted out thence, 
and their new rules were (o powerful, and. 
are now the. cauſe that, the. diſboneſty 
of the Prelaztes and Heads of Religion do 
not ruine tt, partly by their living in po- 
verty, 


WS, 
weyty, and partly by the credit they bave 
i» confeſiing the people and preaching 10 


them. Indeed this Author doth 
not hit the mark, (and no marvel-) 
touching the true principles of Chriſti - 
anity, and right imitation of Chriſt, the 
reviving whereof he aſcribes to thoſe 
two popiſh Saints 3 but his reaſon of 
Religionin general is ſolid and excel- 
lent, and his inſtances in particular are 
right and ſound, being applyed ( as 
they are } to the upholding of the po- 
piſh Religion. As for Religion truly 
Chriſtian, the way to preſerve itin its 
power and glory, is frequently to re- 
duce itto its firſt beginnings ; tor then 
was its goodneſs moſt eminent. The 


primitive ſpirit of the Chriſtian Church 


was a ſpirit of power and glory, andthe 
primitive order was moſt ſpiritual and 
powetful, Ler Chriſts holy Inſtituti- 
ons, let Apoſtolical precept and pra- 
ice be the pattern of our Reformati- 
on, VW hat ſound P:oteſtant will deny 
the holy Scriptures to be a perfe& rule 
of all divine Infticutions ? To them we 


appeal, 
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_ by them would we ſtand at 
fall; andthey mention no Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, that were not Biſhops ru- 
ling the flock. But in purſuance of 
peace, touching the matter of Epiſco- 
pacy, the moderate Presbyterians are 
willing to deſcend to the times lower 
by one degree, and to come to the Ages 
next following the Scripture-times, 
and to accept what they do preſent un- 
to us, to wit, a Preſident-Biſhop ruling 
in conſort with Presbyters, and Ot- 
ficer not of an other Order then Pres- 
bytes, but of an higher degree in the 
ſame Order, We appeal to thoſe times 
concerning this matter; And they thar 
admire and almoſt adore antiquity 
ſhould not deny our juſt appeal. 

And wherein ſtands the power and 
glory of the Church milicant * Doth 
it ſtand in the pompous ſhews of Cere+- 
monious worſhip, with the gliſtering 
furniture thereof, ia the ſecular digni- 
tics and jurisdictions of the higher rank 
of Eccleftaſticks, inthe implicite faith 
of the Laicks, and in a formal unifor- 

mity 
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mity inthe ourfide of Religion ? Orin 
the powe'ful preaching af the Goſpet' 
by able” Miniſters'of the New Telta- 
ment, in the lively and ſpiritual manner 
of prayer , in the diſpetifarion'ot Sx- 
craments after a manner moſt effecu-' 
al to the increaſe of knowledge, faith, 
and virtue, inthe exercife'ot diſcipline” 
ro correct all contumacious difobedi- 
ence againſtthe known laws of Chriſt 
our King and Law-giver, andall per- 
tormed in a comely order with a grave 
and ſober decency ? Let all unprejudi- 
ced minds give judgement; which of 
theſe two different ſtares of Religion 
doth moſt expreſs the Goſpel-mini- 
ſtration; which is called the miniftra- 
tion of the Spirit, and is incomparably 
more glorious and powerful, thenthe 
Moſaical diſpenſation with all its out- 
ward -and viſible ſplendor. Letthem 
alſo judge which of theſe two s moſt 
conformable to the ſtare of the primi- 
tive times, wherein 'the Chriſtian 
Church, not by an arm of fleſh and the 


wiſdom of this world, but by weapons 
mighty 
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mighty through God, as the Evange- 
lical dotine and ditcipline, the holi- 
neſs of bclieve's, the conſtancy of 
Martyrs, overturned the Kingdom of 
Satan, and adyanced the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, where Satans Throne was, in 
oppoſirion to the power of the Roman 
Empire, the wiſedom of the- learned 
Heathens, the counſcls of Polititians, 
the potency of ancient Cuſtoms, the 
invetcrate prejudice of all ſorts of pec- 
plc; and laſtly, in oppoſition to the 

evil reigning and raging in them all, 
\Vhercfore let us mind the true way 
of reſtoring the- Chriſtian Religion to 
its primitive power and glory. 


Seftion LI. | 

Icis a happy frame and order, when 
thiogs are ſetled for general (atisfacti- 
on, that none or very tcw of the ſerious 


" people defire an alteration, bur all, or 


moſt of them dread itz” as alſo when 
things are ſerled for ſtability, that none, 
who have a will to it, can encompa!ls 
an alteration, lr _ happy thing to 
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light upon the way that leads to this 
iatisfaRion, and to this ability, In 
religion the way of general ſatisfaRion 
1s not to gratifie the humour and ap- 
petite of one or inore parties, but to le- 
Cure the conſciences of the judicious 
and ſober minded in general. For ſuch 
onall {ides will (way moſt for conti- 
nuance z and.it they be ſatisfied, intem- 
_ and unquiet ſpirits would quick» 
y be our of breath in their raſh at- 
tempts. Likewiſe the way of ſtability, 
that none may ſuccesfully p-ojeR a 
change, isto prevent mens running in- 
toextieams on either hand. For when 
one extream prevaileth, a change eaſt» 
ly followeth. In this caſe it fares with 
the Chu:ch as with civil States, A 
principality heightened into Tyranny, 
tumbles down into Anarchy, and aRe- 
publick roo much cheriſhing popular 
extravagancies lifts up a tyranny. Now 
the way to preycnt extreams, Is either 
rochuſe moderate ſpirits, or elſe a bal- 
lancing number of the oppoſite partics 


to the managing of publick affairs» In 
; which 


(2 
which ele&ion a Prince doth not ap- 
pear asa Neuter, but as a moderator 
and true Governour , that hath the 
command of all intereſts, 


Setion LIT. 

Andnow having purſued Peace to 
the urmoſt of my ſmall ability in theſe 
pacifick Diſcourſes, I hope this dili- 
gent ſearch after the knowledg of good 
and evil in this kind will not bz judged 
an cating of the forbidden truit, an am- 
bitious and bold inquiry into things 
not to be made known. For it isnot a 
Curious or preſumptuous intruding in- 
to the Counſcls of Princes, and ſecrets 
of Government; but a modeſt and 
ſober deliberation upon things open 
and manif-ſt,and of publick mquifition 
and diſcourſe, Befides,it is an extraor- 
dinary time, wherein there are great 
thoughts, yea great ſearchings of heart 
in men of alldegrees and all perſwafi- 
ons, Itis true, that this Nation is not 
eretinganew Kingdom, nor laying 
new foundations of Government yet 

S 2 it 
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itisno leſs true, that this reſtauration 
is aSit were life from the dead, and we 
are in ſome ſort beginning the world a- 
new, It isa notable Epocha, or pe- 
r10d of time, giving opportunity to cut 
off exceſſes, ro make « ar and 


ro make crooked things ſtraight, before 
we be fixed and ingaged in particular 
wayes, from which though- never ſa 
inccnvenient, we may not be able to 
draw back or turn aſide, Iris affirmed 
by one of picrcing knowledge in at- 
fairs of this nature, that it is a profica- 
ble order in a Commonwealth, for any 
one to propoſe what is for the publick 
g00d. Surely the Kingcom Cannot (uf- 
ter by the propoſals of th: meaneſt 
perſons, when they touch not upon the 
tundamcntal Conſtiturion, nor diſturb 
publick peace and order, This Di(- 
courſe off-rs no diſturbance ro ſuch 
Forms and Orders as have attained a 
quiet ſtared poſture in theſe times, The 
Lawes-have made fome alteration in 
th.ngs of former uſe and praRice, as 
the Ac tor aboliſhiog the high Com- 

miſſion, 
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miſſion, The times have -made more 
alterations in mens minds and wayesy 
and his Majeſty hath obſerved a neceffi- 
ty, or atleaſt expediency of ſome alte- 
rations, whereby the minds of men may 
be compoſed , and the peace of the 
Church eſtabliſhed, declaring—That 
he hath not the les#t doubt but the preſent 
Biſhops will think , that the Concefilons 
made by him to allay the preſent Diſtem- 
pers. are very juſt and reaſonable. 

Laſtly, The ſcope of this Treatiſe 
doth juſtifie and detcnd ir ſelf, whereof 
the bare narration isa ſull Vindication, 
For the ſum of the whole matter is ro 
perſwade aturning from the adyance- 
ment of a partial Intereſt, and aturning 
to the obvious and caſte way of giving 
general ſatisfaRion to all thoſe thar ac- 
knowledge the Church of England to 
be atrue Church , and are willing to 
abide in her Communion, 
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An Advertiſment to the Reader. 


Sermons Preached upon ſeverall 
ecc:fionss By Edward Reynolds, D. in 
Divinity, and Biſhop of Norwich , in 
quarto; None of which are contained in 
bs large Volume : And are to be ſold at the 
Roſe and Crown #» $t. Pauls Church- 
yard, 1661, 
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